














Historical Comparison

The same weather system that browght the first large fires af the year also brought 53 initial
aitack fires during the week of May 12-19; 56 fires burned 5,573 acres. This was 246% of the
fires and 1] times the number of acres burned on average by that date over the last four years.
Unlike the 1996 season, this level of activity was not sustained in 1997, Activity dropped off,
with the majority of the fires occurring in July and early August.

During the period from 1992 through 1996, Western Great Basin units reported an average of
806 fires and 2904, 714 acres burmed per vear, [996's Dutch Flar and Quinn fires each accounted
for more acres burned inclividually {ar 67,643 acres and 57,707 acres respectively) than were
burned during the entive 1997 season.  Even though the number of fires in 1997 was 78% of the
S-vear average, weather factors and normal fuel moistures limited the number of acres burned to
enly 18% of the 5-year average.
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