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April 16, 2009 - Phoenix, AZ  
Meeting Minutes  
 
Attendance  
AICG members - Jeff Hickerson, NPS (Chair); Butch Wilson, FWS; David Behrens, AZ State;  
Helen Graham (for Clay Templin), FS; Keith Burnette (for Leon Ben, Jr.), BIA; and Tim 
Schaeffer (for Kelly Castillo), BLM.  
 
Non-members (task group representatives/other) - Sherry Smith, FS (Agreements Specialist);  
Glen Buettner, AZ State (GIS and CAR list), Mark Brehl & Mike Brandy (Firewise Committee). 
 
Review and Approval of the last AICG Meeting Notes 
The January 21, 2009 meeting notes were approved as distributed, and will be posted on the 
Committee’s website by Jeff.  
 
AICG Action Items  
The following is the updated AICG Action Item and Assignment List. New Action Items are in red. Completed Action Items have 
been removed.  

Topic Action Needed Responsibility Date 

AICG Chair  Check SWCG website at see if charters, AICG member’s list, and 
essential documents are up to date.  If not, contact Jay Ellington. 

 Coordinate meetings and prepares agenda. 
 

 Hickerson 
 

 Hickerson 

 Ongoing 
 

 Ongoing 

AZ Smoke Management  BIA and BLM conference call to discuss vice-Sharron’s BIA Smoke 
Coordinator position – potential upgrade, BLM hosting, DOI funding 
document (burden rates), etc. 
 

 Schaeffer, Ben, 
Graham 

 5/5/5009 

AZ Interagency Smoke 
Management Agreement 
and AOP 

 Scan and email signed FY09 AOP  
 Finalize FY10 Work Plan (Smoke Coordinators)  
 Review and submit comments for the DRAFT AZ Interagency Smoke 
Management Agreement to Sherry Smith  

 Review and submit comment on the new Interagency 
Agreement template 

 Update contacts list 
 

 Smith 
 Sherron 
 ALL 
 

 Agency Grants/ 
Agreement Specialist 

 ALL 

 ASAP 
 6/15/2009 
 5/1/2009 
 

 5/1/2009 
 
 5/1/2009 

Firewise Committee   Charter submit and AICG to approve 
 Finalize Vision Statement and Work Plan 
 Provide AICG list of “core” group/members 

 

 Brehl/Fidler 
 Brehl/Fidler 
 Brehl/Fidler 
 

 6/1/2009 
 6/1/2009 
 6/1/2009 
 

Zone Fuel Committees  Finalize FY09/FY10 WUI Treatments Prioritization and Zone 
Collaboration Letter (include AZ Strip BLM) 

 Email Hickerson BLM’s Snapshot criteria and template 
 Incorporate Snapshot criteria/concept into the reporting process 

 Review Zone Charters (for fuels collaboration language)  
 Update list of Zone Chairs – post on SWCG website 

 

 Buettner/Hickerson 
 

 Castillo/Schaeffer 
 Hickerson 
 Hickerson 
 Hickerson 
 

 5/15/2009 
 

 ASAP 
 5/15/2009 
 Ongoing 
 Ongoing 
 

AZ CAR List/CWPP  Review and update annually 
 Track and report status of CWPP and CWPP equivalent to Glen 
Buettner. 

 Review existing CWPP to identify communities that are not currently 
on the statewide CAR list. 

 Develop process for assessing risk – monitor Western Fuels 
Assessment products 

 Draft letter to SWCG for SW GIS Tech Group (question data, 
etc.)   

 

 ALL 
 ALL 
 

 Buettner 
 Buettner 
 

 Buettner/Hickerson 
 

 Ongoing 
 Ongoing 
 

 Ongoing 
 Ongoing 
 

 ASAP 
 

AZ Statewide Strategy 
Scorecard Matrix 

 Provide feedback to Glen Buettner on the scorecard elements and 
rating criteria. 
 

 ALL   ASAP 
 

Closure/Restriction  Email draft Restrictions Toolbox  
 

 Graham  ASAP 

Engine Captain 
Upgrades 

 Email Engine Captain GS-7 vs. GS-8 Assessment/Matrix to Jeff 
Hickerson 
 

 Graham  ASAP 
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The following is a summarization of discussions for each existing issue or topic.  

 
Smoke Management Program Update, AZ Smoke Management Annual Operating Plan & 
AZ Interagency Smoke Management Program Agreement – Sherry Smith/Helen Graham 
The FS has received all the FY09 AOP payments from the BLM, FWS, and NPS; however the 
FS is having troubles completing the funds transfer to the BIA.  The cleaner option in the future 
is for each supporting DOI to transfer funds directly to BIA (or BLM).   
 
Ron Sherron has been selected to fill the vice-Mark Fitch FS Smoke Coordinator position.  The 
FS would like to solely fund this position in FY10 to focus on their smoke and air quality (mining) 
issues.  The position will still assist other agencies and ADEQ with smoke coordination.   
 
With Ron moving from his BIA Smoke Coordinator position to the FS, it was noted that the BIA 
and BLM may want to work together in advertising the vacant position.  (BLM historically has 
relied on the Mark Fitch (FS) position to handle their air quality issues, however under the new 
FS plan the BLM will need to find another option.)  As a result, BLM may be best to host the 
position as well as pursuit upgrading the position to meet their air quality needs (note:  the FWS 
and NPS each have their own separate air quality specialists).  Another advantage is BLM can 
wave burden costs.  A conference call between BIA and BLM has been tentatively arranged for 
May 5, and depending on the final outcome the FY10 AOP as well as the associated funding 
documents for transferring funding amongst the DOI agencies may need to be updated.  
 
The current AZ Smoke Management Program Agreement is set to expire September 2010.  
Sherry has received no comments for the draft of the next agreement.  She also needs all the 
contact information to be updated.  The FS has a new interagency agreement template and 
each agency should have their grants/agreement specialist review.   
 
AZ Master Agreement Update – Dave Behrens  
The new statewide Master Agreement should be sent out for agency soon for final review and 
signatures.  
 
Firewise Committee Update – Mark Brehl  
The Firewsie Committee will be meeting next week; they will be working on the assigned AICG 
action item list.  It was noted that there are no FWS or BIA representatives.    
 
Zone Fuels Collaborative and Prioritization Lists – Glen Guettner  
Jeff will finalize the zone letter to addressing 2009 and 2010 zone fuels projects.  BLM will 
provide Jeff with example and the criteria for their “Snapshot” process, which may be a better 
way to engage zone participation rather than another spreadsheet. 
 
Update on Arizona Communities at Risk List & CWPP’s – Glen Buettner  
No applications were received to add any new communities to the CAR list.  Glen will continue 
to work on identifying communities that were included in CWPP’s that are not on the statewide 
CAR list.  
 
OR is the lead state for the Western Fuels Assessment contract.  This is going to be GIS based 
and may help with a standardized risk determination for communities (and perhaps track any 
changes).  It was also noted the proposed Flame Act (bill) would create a nation community 
assessment. 
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It was noted that the SW does not have a GIS tech group and there is need for data 
management and coordination.  Glen serves on the NWCG GIS committee. 
  
BIA provided Glen with CWPP (equivalent) information for some of their communities.  
 
AZ Statewide Strategy Scorecard Briefing – Glen Buettner  
AZ has determined the scorecard is too much, and is looking to use the Universities to provide 
data.  The Governor’s Forest health Council is meeting this afternoon.  Glen noted the 2008 
Farm Bill has put the ownership on each state to develop a strategic plan/Forest Health Plan by 
May 2010. 
 
Closure/Restrictions Committee Update - Graham 
Jim Payne is retiring.  There is a new draft restrictions tool box, which uses common language 
rather than “level 1,” “level 2. 
 
Next Meeting/Adjournment  
AICG Conference Call:  May 28th at 9:30 MST (Arizona time).  Jeff will send out conference call 
instructions prior to the call. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Oct. 8, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. The room location will be 
announced at a later time.  
 
Upcoming Conferences  
 International Association of Wildland Fire: 

10th Wildland Fire Safety Summit, Phoenix, AZ April 28-30, 2009 
http://www.iawfonline.org/ 

 Fourth International Fire Ecology & Management Congress:  Fire as A Global Process, 
Savannah, GA Nov. 30- Dec. 4, 2009 
http://www.fireecology.net/Congress09/Home 

 


