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Weather Discussion
One weak low is over the far eastern plains this morning while increasing westerly flow arrives across much of the 
region today ahead of a stronger upper level system expected to drive over the region this weekend. Increasing 
cloudiness is already occurring across the western 2/3 of the region and clouds will continue to increase with 
widespread precipitation to begin west of the divide later today and will spread eastward over the weekend. 
Precipitation is expected to be highest along/west of the divide with this event. Temperatures will remain Above 
Normal east of the divide into next week but will drop Below Normal this weekend west of the divide with the strong 
moisture influx. A drying/warming trend early next week with a breezy/windy period to develop around the middle part 
of next week with some light precipitation north/west. A critical wind/low RH event likely around midweek focused 
east. 
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SW01 - Northwest AZ

SW02 - West-Central AZ

SW03 - Southwest AZ

SW04 - Four Corners Area

SW05 - Western Mogollon Rim

SW06N - Central AZ/Phoenix Metro

SW06S - Southeast AZ

SW07 - Northwest NM Mtns.

SW08 - White Mtns. & Gila Region

SW09 - South/Central NM Lowlands

SW10 - Sangre Ds Cristo Mountains

SW11 - Central NM Mtns. & Plains

SW12 - South-Central Nm Mtns.

SW13 - Northwest NM/NW TX W

SW14N - Southeast NM/West TX W W

SW14S - Southwest TX/Big Bend
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The next storm system still taking shape over the eastern Pacific ocean this morning although increasing cloudiness already 
occurring over the western 2/3 of the region. Precipitation will begin to impact areas west of the divide later today but moreso 
overnight tonight into early SAT as a large swath of moisture is pulled into the region from the south. Temperatures back 
Below Normal by SAT west of the divide with widespread wetting precipitation gradually moving east by later in the 
weekend. The focus of precipitation looks to be along/west of the divide with this upcoming event with western/central NM also 
getting into the mix by SUN. It will be driest across southern/eastern NM. This system also appears warmer so snow levels will 
be quite high. Drier weather to arrive by early next week although brisk westerly flow to develop thereafter likely heralding a 
breezy/windy period around midweek as another weather system moves across northern sections later next week. 

NOTICE:  Due to reliability issues with resources that support the 7-Day Significant Fire Potential Outlook, sporadic 
periods of unavailable or degraded products are expected. These periods typically last 1-3 days and vary in degree of 
impact, but there is almost no capability to mitigate them when they occur. This product should therefore be 
considered marginally operational, and be used with consideration.  Contact Chuck Maxwell, SWCC Predictive 
Services, at 505-842-3419 for additional information.

Fuels/Fire Discussion
Minimal Risk for Significant Fire Activity overall, although areas across the eastern plains have been gradually 
increasing in potential recently as temperatures have warmed and breezy-windy periods have increased in 
occurrence. Wintry conditions a few weeks back significantly mitigated significant fire potential so far this winter but things 
have changed alot as a much milder pattern has been intact recently overall and will again (across the eastern plains) into next 
week. Any localized and/or short term spikes in fire potential are expected to be associated with human related fire activity on 
breezier-windier days in dormant fine fuels and will likely be focused in downslope areas east of the NM central mountains. 

Resource Discussion
Southwest Daily Resource Summary (SWDRS)
(http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/predictive/intelligence/daily/Daily_Resource_Summary.htm)  On the SWDRS, you'll find:
        - Number of Resources Assigned and Available within the SWA (By State & SWA)
        - Number of Resources Assigned Out-of-Area to other GeoAreas

Southwest Anticipated Resource Demand (SWARD) (http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/predictive/outlooks/7day/SWARD.htm)
    On the SWARD, you'll find:
        - Anticipated Demand for Resources within the Southwest Area
        - Anticipated Demand for OUT-OF-AREA Type 1 Crews and IMT's
        - Anticipated Demand for SWA Resources to OUT-OF-AREA assignments.

Printable Version (PDF) of SWA 7-Day Fire Potential Outlook
(http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/predictive/intelligence/daily/Daily_7-Day_Outlook.pdf)

2/17/2017

Page 2 of 3



Feb 17, 2017 Feb 18, 2017 Feb 19, 2017

Feb 20, 2017 Feb 21, 2017 Feb 22, 2017

Feb 23, 2017

2/17/2017

Page 3 of 3


