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FIRE ENVIRONMENT FACTORS

• Red Flag Warning issued for - Northwest Arizona
• Generally fair - mild/warm temperatures for the forecast period with a few backdoor cold fronts into eastern/central NM. The occasional 

fronts into the east will primarily provide sharp cooldowns with an uptick in RH values and a wind shift.
• 0 PSA's received lightning and 0 PSA's received precipitation in Arizona; 0 PSA's received lightning and 0 PSA's received precipitation in 

New Mexico - over the past 24-hours. 
• Broad-scale drought (average area coverage) for Arizona and New Mexico released 10/13/2020 indicates - Abnormally Dry (100.%) - 

Moderate (100.%) - Severe (89.6%) - Extreme (65.6%) - Exceptional (6.8%) 
• 100-HR TLFM average readings VERY DRY (4.72%) in Arizona and VERY DRY (4.69%) in New Mexico. 1000-HR TLFM average readings 

DRY (5.38%) in Arizona and DRY (7.02%) in New Mexico.
• RAWS units reporting HIGH TO VERY HIGH (3.83) fire danger for Arizona and VERY HIGH (4.36) for New Mexico.
• WFAS forecasts fire danger as HIGH (3) for Arizona and HIGH TO VERY HIGH (3.75) for New Mexico.
• 3-Day ERC moving average indicates Arizona is within the 90th percentile range and TRENDING UPWARD OVER THE PAST3-DAYS; and 

New Mexico is within the 90th percentile range TRENDING UPWARD OVER THE PAST 3-DAYS.
• No fuels advisories at this time.
• Fire restrictions continue to remain in place within Arizona and New Mexico.

NOTE(S)

• This report is posted 
Monday - Friday while in 
PL-2.

FIRE DANGER

• HIGH (3.00) for Arizona and HIGH TO VERY HIGH (3.67) for New Mexico. 
(* Fire Danger evaluation derived using Drought -100HR TLFM - 1000HR TLFM - WIMS - WFAS - ERC.)

FIRE POTENTIAL / ANTICIPATED MOBILIZATION LEVEL (ML)

• Overall Low to Moderate significant fire potential - with late summer/early fall-like conditions persisting. Current fire potential/fire danger trends holding steady or slowly 
lowering...with the western half of the area remaining elevated. Some areas of marginal critical wind/low RH focused across north-central and eastern New Mexico on SAT & SUN.

• Historical national resource mobilization during October is generally light - with few exceptions where IHC's or IMT's have been actually mobilized for long-term incidents. Therefore - 
anticipate Mobilization Level 1 (ML-1 - Type 5/Type 4 incidents - short-term in duration) throughout the Southwest Area over the next 7-Day period. This does not rule out the 
possiblity of some PSA's uptick to ML-2 - if fuels and weather line up.

Updated: 10/15/2020 - 11:43 
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G E N E R A L  S U M M A R Y

1 0 .  F I R E  W E A T H E R

ARIZONA FIRE WEATHER / WARNINGS / WATCHES / ADVISORIES 
    Las Vegas North winds will increase across southern Nevada and along the Colorado River Valley today into Friday morning. Terrain 

enhancement will lead to the strongest winds gusting 35-40 mph over southeast Lincoln County and near Laughlin-
Bullhead City.. 
RED FLAG WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT FROM 8 AM TO 7 PM THURSDAY FOR STRONG WINDS AND LOW RH FOR THE 
SOUTHEAST PORTION OF NEVADA FIRE WEATHER ZONE 461 AND THE COLORADO RIVER VALLEY ZONES 

    Flagstaff A modest cooling trend will occur today and Friday for areas northeast of the Mogollon Rim - while areas south of the Rim 
remain very warm. Generally light north to northeast winds today will become ever lighter and variable on Friday.. 

    Phoenix Strong high pressure centered off the West Coast will keep high temperatures about 10 degrees above normal. Humidities 
will be low as well with Min RH values roughly near 10% at most places (15% higher terrain). Max RH values will be below 
30% most places (below 50% higher terrain). Portions of far southwest AZ and far southeast CA will have a big drop 
compared to this morning`s Max RH values. Winds over south-central Arizona will be light today and follow familiar 
diurnal patterns followed by some minor east and northeasterly breeziness on Friday. Portions of southwest Arizona and 
southeast California (especially near the Lower Colorado River Valley) will have some minor northerly breeziness starting 
this afternoon becoming more noticeable on Friday. . 

    Tucson Dry conditions and above normal temperatures will continue through the middle of next week. Minimum relative humidity 
values in the single digits to lower teens at most valley locations and 15 to 25 percent over the mountains are forecast.. 

NEW MEXICO
    Albuquerque Dry westerlies with a series of backdoor cold fronts will be the story through next week. Brief critical fire weather 

conditions are possible this afternoon across the northwest plateau - but more likely Saturday across portions of the 
eastern plains and highlands thanks in-part to stronger downslope winds. Wetting precipitation will remain absent for at 
least the next seven days and likely longer.. 

    El Paso Area will remain dry throughout the period with no chance of rain. Continued drying out of fuels will occur; fortunately no 
significant winds are expected other than this afternoon/tonight with the backdoor cold front moving in (and this briefly 
raises RHs). Gusty east winds will develop late this morning and continue all tonight and likely into Friday morning before 
diminishing.. 

NM/WTX
    Midland
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WARNINGS/WATCHES/ADVISORY DATA PROVIDED BY: National Weather Service
Southwest Map   |  Arizona  |  New Mexico

FW Zone Maps:
Arizona | New Mexico

A fast moving dry cold front will plow through the area this morning leaving windy to very windy conditions in its wake. 
Temperatures will be much cooler and minimum humidity will trend up about 15 percent in most areas today. 
Temperatures recover by the weekend with highs back in the 80s to lower 90s in most places along with minimum 
humidity 15 percent or less by Sunday.. 

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:19 
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7-Day Outlook  |  PDF

Fire Weather Discussion is acquired via the SW 7-Day Product.

DAILY FIRE WEATHER DISCUSSION:
Generally fair - mild/warm temperatures for the forecast period with a few backdoor cold fronts into eastern/central NM. The occasional 
fronts into the east will primarily provide sharp cooldowns with an uptick in RH values and a wind shift. 

"The region's weather pattern this week will be controlled by a strong NW-SE oriented jet that will carve out a sharp trough of low pressure 
from the upper Great Lakes region southward into the IL/IN/OH area by FRI. Our area will remain beneath moderate WNW flow through 
early next week as the aforementioned setup evolves with continued mild temperatures overall with areas of marginal critical winds/low RH 
conditions along/east of the divide region SAT & SUN. Temperatures today east of the NM central mountains will be ~20-35 degrees cooler 
compared to the readings yesterday compliments of a backdoor cold front. 
By FRI - continued WNW flow aloft will be intact with an upper level ridge stretching from off of the OR coast into Mexico as a storm 
system spins well off of the srn CA coastal area. Another breezy/windy/warm day focused across nrn/nern NM on SAT followed by another 
backdoor cold front on SUN into nern NM. 
As next week arrives the brisk WNW flow will relax a bit with the region likely caught in between the weakening upper level high center to 
the south over old Mexico and the stronger westerlies well off to the north. This likely points towards continued dry and mild weather 
overall with occasional backdoor cold fronts impacting areas along/east of the NM central mountains. A pattern change might be in the 
cards for the region come late OCT/early NOV....watching for that at this time." 

No High Risk Triggers issued by SWCC Predictive Services for today. 
Updated: 10/15/2020 - 11:34 

B .  S W C C  P R E D I C T I V E  S E R V I C E S

The following lightning data covers the past 24-hour period and is acquired via NIFC - Enterprise Geospatial Portal (EGP).  The precipitation 
data also covers the past 24-hours and is acquired via MesoWest (Univ. of Utah).
ARIZONA NEW MEXICO

PSA LIGHTNING PRECIPITATION PSA LIGHTNING PRECIPITATION
1 None None (0) 7 None None (0)
2 None None (0) 8 None None (0)
3 None None (0) 9 None None (0)
4 None None (0) 10 None None (0)
5 None None (0) 11 None None (0)

6N None None (0) 12 None None (0)
6S None None (0) 13 None None (0)

14N None None (0)
14S None None (0)

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:18

C .  L I G H T N I N G  &  P R E C I P I T A T I O N

2 0 .  D R O U G H T

National/State drought conditions are updated once per week.  The table below indicates the percentage of the respective States current 
drought status compared to one-year ago. The data are acquired via the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln.
ARIZONA NEW MEXICO

CURRENT
(10/13)

ONE-YEAR-AGO CURRENT
(10/13)

ONE-YEAR-AGO 

Abnormally Dry 100% 91.82% Abnormally Dry 100% 54.58% 
Moderate 100% 76.85% Moderate 100% 18.07% 

Severe 95.01% 33.96% Severe 84.17% 7.58% 
Extreme 77.73% 0% Extreme 53.56% 0% 

Exceptional 6.86% 0% Exceptional 6.82% 0% 
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View Arizona Drought Map View New Mexico Drought Map

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:18 

3 0 .  F U E L  M O I S T U R E

Each day, data is acquired via the National Weather Information System (WIMS) and the Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS).  There are 
five categories for which the fuels are determined to be within:  Wet, Moist, Dry, Very Dry, Extremely Dry.
ARIZONA

100-HR TLFM BELOW 5000 FEET 5000-7000 FEET ABOVE 7000 FEET AVERAGE 
Northern: VERY DRY (3.50) VERY DRY (4.94) VERY DRY (4.33) VERY DRY (4.26) 
Southern: VERY DRY (4.81) VERY DRY (4.73) VERY DRY (4.75) VERY DRY (4.76) 
Statewide: VERY DRY (4.67) VERY DRY (4.86) VERY DRY (4.46) VERY DRY (4.72) 

1000-HR TLFM
Northern: EXTREMELY DRY (3.00) DRY (5.22) DRY (5.44) VERY DRY (4.56) 
Southern: DRY (5.19) DRY (5.82) DRY (6.75) VERY DRY (5.92) 
Statewide: VERY DRY (4.94) DRY (5.45) DRY (5.85) DRY (5.38) 

NEW MEXICO

100-HR TLFM BELOW 5000 FEET 5000-7000 FEET ABOVE 7000 FEET AVERAGE 
Northern: N/A (N/A) DRY (5.25) VERY DRY (4.33) VERY DRY (4.79) 
Southern: DRY (4.38) VERY DRY (4.69) VERY DRY (4.44) VERY DRY (4.76) 
Statewide: DRY (5.14) VERY DRY (4.90) VERY DRY (4.38) VERY DRY (4.69) 

1000-HR TLFM
Northern: N/A (N/A) DRY (7.25) DRY (7.) DRY (7.13) 
Southern: DRY (7.28571428571429) DRY (7.08) DRY (6.56) DRY (6.97) 
Statewide: DRY (7.28571428571429) DRY (7.14) DRY (6.83) DRY (7.02) 

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:22 

10-Hour

100-Hour

1000-Hour

LEGEND:

EXTREME <= 3%
VERY HIGH = 3.1 - 5.0%

HIGH = 5.1 - 8.0%
MODERATE = "8.1 - 15%

LOW >= 15%

A .  D E A D  F U E L  M O I S T U R E

Arizona New Mexico

Live fuel moisture data is acquired via the National Fuel Moisture Database (NFMD).

B .  L I V E  F U E L  M O I S T U R E

Fuels and Fire Behavior Advisories is acquired via the National Predictive Services webpage.

ARIZONA NEW MEXICO 

• None at this time. • None at this time.

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:26 

Nationa Advisories

C .  F U E L S  A N D  F I R E  B E H A V I O R  A D V I S O R I E S

4 0 .  F I R E  D A N G E R

Each day, adjective readings area downloaded via the National Weather Information System (WIMS) for Arizona and New Mexico to build the 
following table.  There are five categories for which the fuels are determined to be within:  Low, Moderate, High, Very High, Extreme.
ARIZONA: NEW MEXICO: 

PSA PSA
PSA 1 Very High (4.50) PSA 7 Extreme (4.73) 
PSA 2 Very High (3.67) PSA 8 Very High (3.70) 
PSA 3 High (3.00) PSA 9 Very High (3.67) 
PSA 4 Very High (4.00) PSA 10 Extreme (4.75) 
PSA 5 High (3.40) PSA 11 Very High (4.50) 
PSA 6N Very High (3.88) PSA 12 Extreme (4.80) 

A .  A D J E C T I V E  R E A D I N G S  B Y  P S A
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PSA 6S Very High (3.72) PSA 13
AVERAGE HIGH TO VERY HIGH (3.83) AVERAGE VERY HIGH (4.36) 

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:51 

Forecasted

Observed and forecast fire danger graphics is acquired via the Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS).

ARIZONA: NEW MEXICO: 

NORTHWEST High NORTHWEST Extreme
NORTHEAST High NORTHEAST Very High
SOUTHWEST High SOUTHWEST High
SOUTHEAST High SOUTHEAST High
AVERAGE HIGH (3) AVERAGE HIGH TO VERY HIGH (3.75)

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:51

B .  W F A S  F I R E  D A N G E R  O B S E R V A T I O N S

Arizona New Mexico

ERC Charts are produced every 3-days by the SWCC Intelligence Section for Arizona and New Mexico.  Selected fire weather stations are used 
and can be found via the SWCC website.
ARIZONA: NEW MEXICO: 

HIST. MAX VALUE 75 HIST. MAX VALUE 68
AVERAGE 58 AVERAGE 43
90TH PERCENTILE 83 90TH PERCENTILE 74
97TH PERCENTILE 97 97TH PERCENTILE 86
CURRENT (10/14) 95 (90th Percentile) CURRENT (10/14) 84 (90th Percentile)
TRENDING UPWARD TRENDING UPWARD

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:51

Southwest Area

C .  E N E R G Y  R E L E A S E  C O M P O N E N T  ( E R C )  C H A R T S

The following data is pulled daily from the FAMWEB Program -  National Sit Report application.  It is used to display the current fire danger 
level provided the local dispatch center.  Center's with and " * " have not provided a report for the past 7-day period.

ARIZONA FIRE DANGER REPORT DATE NEW MEXICO FIRE DANGER REPORT DATE 

Arizona State Moderate 10/13/2020 Albuquerque * * 
Flagstaff Extreme 10/12/2020 Alamogordo Moderate 10/14/2020 
Prescott Very High 10/13/2020 Silver City High 10/14/2020 
Phoenix Extreme 10/11/2020 Santa Fe Extreme 10/10/2020 
Show Low Very High 10/13/2020 Taos Very High 10/14/2020 
Tucson Moderate 10/12/2020
Williams Very High 10/14/2020

D .  S W  D I S P A T C H  C E N T E R  F I R E  D A N G E R  R E P O R T I N G
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5 0 .  F I R E  R E S T R I C T I O N S

Fire restrictions are acquired via the National Fire Restrictions Website.

ARIZONA NEW MEXICO 

• STATE LANDS: Gila; Coconino; Yavapai; La Paz; Mohave; 
Maricopa; Yuma Counties

• COUNTIES: Yavapai 
• BIA/TRIBES: Navajo Nation
• BLM: YUD; KFO; ASD; Lower Sonoran FO; Hassayampa FO
• NPS: TZP; MCP; Pipe Springs; Lake Mead 
• USFWS KGR; HVR; BWR; CBR

• COUNTIES: Los Alamos; Santa Fe
• BIA/TRIBES: Navajo Nation
• NPS: CHP; AZP

Updated: 10/15/2020-11:31 

Arizona
New Mexico

U.S.

A .  B Y  S T A T E

6 0 .  M O B I L I Z A T I O N  P O T E N T I A L

SWARD - Day 1 SWARD - Day 2

Full SW Anticipated Resource Demand Report (SWARD) Report

Using data provided from this report and other sources, the SWCC Intelligence Section has developed a 7-Day Southwest Anticipated Resouce 
Demand (SWARD) product.  The purpose is to provide fire managers a general overview of potential demand for resource mobilization based on 
the potential incident level (i.e. ranging from a Type 5 incident to IMT1/Area Command).  The output takes into account the SWCC 7-Day Fire 
Potential Outlook (primary driver) and enhances it with historical analysis of initial attack, IMT & IHC assignment history, daily lightning and 
precipitation, fire risk, and fire restrictions. The result is a Mobilization Level ranging from 1 to 4, with 4 being potential long term, heavy 
mobilization incidents.

• SW Morning Situation Report

• SW Anticipated Resource Demand

• SW Prescribed Fire Report

The SWCC Fire Environment Report (SWFER) is produced daily throughout the year by the 
SWCC Intelligence Section.
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Albuquerque, NM 87102

Arizona Dept. of Forestry and Fire Management
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U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U. S. Forest Service
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