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File Code:  
Subject: Southwest Interagency Fire Restriction and Closure Program 
To:  
Cc: 

Beginning March 15, 2013, we will join our Southwest Area partner agencies in using the new Southwest Interagency Fire Restriction and Closure Program (Program).  

The Program includes the Southwest Interagency Fire Restriction and Closure Master Operating Plan (MOP) and the National Fire Restriction & Closure Website: http://www.firerestictions.us. The Program standardizes: fire restriction and closure levels/stages; language; the fire restriction and closure process—initiation, implementation, and recession; and the public notification process. These standards will streamline interagency coordination and unify public notification. 

Wildfires cross and affect all lands and resources regardless of jurisdiction and ownership. Each organization has a role in working together to protect lives, property and resources. Concise, mutually accepted goals and guiding principles are the foundation of the cohesive strategy; and this Program is a step toward reaching the goals of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy.

All Program documents are available online on the Southwest Coordination Center’s website. If you have questions about the Program, please contact Fred Hernandez, fhernandez@fs.fed.us, 505-842-3804. 
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