
 
 

Southern Area Coordinating Group 
  
Date: October 31, 2025 
 
Memorandum 
  
To: All Interested Applicants 
  
From: Southern Area Coordinating Group 
  
Subject: Southern Area Buying Team (SA-BUYT) Membership Announcement 
  

APPLICATION PERIOD: October 31, 2025 through December 12, 2025 
 

REPLY DUE: December 12, 2025 
  
The Southern Area Coordinating Group is soliciting applications from personnel who are interested in 
being on the CY 2026 roster as a Buying Team Leader (BUYL), Buying Team Member (BUYM) or 
trainee. Individuals who are currently serving in these positions will need to re-apply for the Calendar 
Year 2026 roster. Applications will be accepted until December 12, 2025. 
 
Buying Teams support incident acquisition through the local administrative staff, procuring a 
wide range of services and supplies, as well as renting land and equipment. Each National 
Interagency BUYTs are comprised of a leader and six team members. Geographic buying teams 
can range in personnel from three to five members. In addition to the rostered members, 
personnel from the incident host agency or alternate Buying Team members may be added as 
needed, to supplement the primary team 
 
The number of trainees may vary on the assignment and can be from the incident agency or 
rostered buying team members to supplement a team, to allow for the development of skills, and 
to address successional staffing requirements for the future. While not required, it is highly 
recommended that those selected as trainees apply to the Southern Area Priority Trainee 
Program as well.  
  
Training & Qualification Requirements 
 
Buying Team qualifications and composition are addressed in the following documents: 

• Responsibilities and coordination: Refer to chapters 20 and 40 of the NWCG Standards 
for Interagency Incident Business Management, PMS 902, and Interagency Buying 
Team Guide 

• Qualifications: Federal Wildland Fire Qualifications Supplement to NWCG PMS 310-
1 (pages 72-73) 

 
This document also lists additional training (not mandatory upon application but recommended to 
be taken as soon as feasible) to support development of knowledge and skills for effective and 
optimal performance. These include incident procurement training. 

https://fs-prod-nwcg.s3.us-gov-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/pms902.pdf
https://fs-prod-nwcg.s3.us-gov-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/pms902.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/business/incident/static/Interagency%20Buying%20Team%20Guide%20042019.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/business/incident/static/Interagency%20Buying%20Team%20Guide%20042019.pdf
https://iqcsweb.nwcg.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Federal_WF_Supplement.pdf
https://iqcsweb.nwcg.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Federal_WF_Supplement.pdf


 

 
The Incident Business Committee has implemented position task books (PTBs) for BUYMs and 
BUYLs. New or continuing trainees must complete the PTB to become a member or leader.  Anyone 
interested in initiating a task book should consult with their local fire training officer. These task 
books are located at Agency Specific Position Task Books. 
  
Application Requirements 
 
Applicants must have pre-approval from their immediate supervisor and be in good standing with 
their purchase card transactions to be approved. 
 
Along with the application, applicants must provide an up-to-date copy of their incident qualification 
card (red card) and Incident Qualification and Certification System (IQCS) master record. Applicants 
may obtain these from their local fire training officer. 
 
For those applying as “trainees” (per Red Card), if they do not have a particular mandatory training at 
the time they submit their application, we may still consider them, pending completion of those on-
line classes as soon as possible, and before end of this calendar year. 
 
All interested applicants will need to complete the enclosed application and return a legible 
scanned/signed copy by the due date above to Rakeem Bolden, Southern Area Buying Team 
Coordinator, at rakeem.bolden@usda.gov. Along with the application, include legible copies of your 
incident qualification card (red card), IQCS master record and/or certificate of course completion, 
and a copy of your warrant (if applicable). You will be notified whether your application has been 
approved. Thank you for your interest! 
  
If you have questions, please direct them to Rakeem Bolden, SA Buying Team Coordinator at 
rakeem.bolden@usda.gov or 971-344-0103.  
  
  
 
 
 
  
Jason Demas 
Chair, Southern Area Coordinating Group 
  
Enclosure: 2026 SA Buying Team Application-Authorization Form 

https://www.nwcg.gov/agency-specific-position-task-books
mailto:rakeem.bolden@usda.gov
mailto:rakeem.bolden@usda.gov
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