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Outlook Summary:

Overall, we are expecting a generalized upward trend back to seasonal (average) levels for most of the 

Southern Area through fall – all due to the broader warmer and drier weather patterns created, chiefly, by 

the current and strengthening La Nina , as well as by other supporting intraseasonal atmospheric 

oscillations.  Exception to this overall outlook is likely to be in areas of Oklahoma and west Texas where a 

drier condition is expected to continue and further develop.

Past Weather and Drought:

With the exception of D0 to D3 drought conditions in west Texas from the Panhandle south to essentially 

the southern Trans Pecos, and similar conditions in far western counties of Oklahoma, the rest of the 

Southern Area is essentially drought free courtesy a high rain activity/frequency pattern over summer as 

well as from numerous tropical high rain fall events. 

Recent/ongoing Fire Activity and Area Discussion (By exception):

Fire activity has been minimal and below average for most of our GACC state area – again due to a 

developing and “wetter” producing summer and early fall La Nina-ish and favorable MJO rain producing 

weather pattern. Texas saw fire activity fall through September from a more active period in August as 

rain activity increased in eastern areas. 

Fuel Conditions (by exception): 

Fuel moistures remain and have continued to trend at very high and much above average levels across 

all fuel classes. Again, the exception is in our more western areas of Oklahoma and Texas where 

moistures continue to remain below average.

Outlook Discussion

October. High and well above average rain fall from September’s robust tropical and otherwise higher late 

summer rain activity (due to the evolving La Nina episode) has dramatically altered the fire potential threat 

for the month. While we expect broadly drier and warmer than average weather to be the transitioning 

trend, very high fuel moistures, soil moistures, and robust “green” vegetation, will have a significant 

muting effect to any early to mid month environmental and fuels drying events. Exceptions are likely 

primarily for Oklahoma and an area from southeast Louisiana to west-central Mississippi which have 30 

day rain deficits of about 1 to 2 inches. The occurrence of the first freeze for Oklahoma/Texas (typically 

later in the month) will be a signal for increasing fire danger in the grass fuel types

November. Expecting broader enhanced drying during November as a drier/warmer than average La Nina 

pattern strengthens. Antecedent very moist fuel conditions from September, the still yet to be determined 

fuels impacts from any drying/lower RH episodes expected during October, fall freeze events, and the 

unfolding fall leaf drop period necessarily complicates the outlook for November. While timing of these 

events will be critical, conditions seem borderline at this time for precisely indicating above average fire 

potential. With the drier and warmer conditions high risk, managers should at least plan for at least 

“average” fire potential.  

December-January. With the exception of western Oklahoma, and areas of central and west Texas, 

expect mostly seasonal (average) fire potential for the rest of the Southern Area.  The expected warmer 

and drier than average La Nina induced weather pattern for the month could produce some periods of 

elevated fire ignition  risk conditions early in the month. Cured grass fuels along with a drier winter 

forecast could keep western Oklahoma and areas of central and west Texas in elevated to above average 

fire risk.
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HIGHER GULF/CARIB/SE COAST TROPICAL THREAT AND HIGH 

HUMIDITY STILL A FACTOR THROUGH OCTOBER.

With the exception of western Oklahoma, and 

areas of central and west Texas, expect 

mostly seasonal (average) fire potential for the 

rest of the Southern Area.  The expected 

warmer and drier than average La Nina 

induced weather pattern for the month could 

produce some periods of elevated fire ignition  

risk conditions early in the month. 

PERIODS OF ELEVATED RISK

Expecting broader enhanced drying during 

November as a drier/warmer than average La 

Nina pattern strengthens. Antecedent very moist 

fuel conditions from September, the still yet to be 

determined fuels impacts from any drying/lower 

RH episodes expected during October, fall freeze 

events, and the unfolding fall leaf drop period 

necessarily complicates the outlook for November. 

While timing of these events will be critical, 

conditions seem borderline at this time for 

precisely indicating above average fire potential. 

With the drier and warmer conditions high risk, 

managers should at least plan for at least 

“average” fire potential. This will be a difficult 

month for the fire forecast. 
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High and well above average rain fall from 

September’s robust tropical and otherwise higher 

late summer rain activity (due to the evolving La 

Nina episode) has dramatically altered the fire 

potential threat for October. While we expect 

broadly drier and warmer than average weather to 

be the transitioning trend, very high fuel moistures, 

soil moistures, and robust “green” vegetation, will 

have a significant muting effect to any early to mid 

month environmental and fuels drying events. 

Exceptions are likely primarily for Oklahoma and 

an area from southeast Louisiana to west-central 

Mississippi which have 30 day rain deficits of 

about 1 to 2 inches. The occurrence of the first 

freeze for Oklahoma/Texas (typically later in the 

month) will be a signal for increasing fire danger in 

the grass fuel types
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Cured grass fuels along with a drier winter 

forecast could keep western Oklahoma and 

areas of central and west Texas in elevated to 

above average fire risk.
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