Geographic Area: SOUTHERN AREA PERIOD: FMAM 2021  Prepared Jan 25, 2021

Outlook Summary:

At least in the first half of the outlook period, the weather pattern still appears to support a continuation of an
unusual “wetter” biased La Nina pattern. As such, fire potential for a broader area of the Southern Area should stay
at below average to average levels with only limited and short duration episodes of elevated initial attack. While
west Texas and Oklahoma, areas generally always subject to rapid fine fuel drying from combinations of low
humidities and dryline windy weather, the “wetter” condition this year will likely keep any extensive and wider
spread critical conditions from developing. This, however, based upon the outlook could be changing later February
and then into March. A much drier than average rain fall situation already entrenched across the Florida peninsula
(and spreading west along the southern Gulf coast) may be the forerunner to increasing fire danger should the
outlook for persisting below average rain fall and warmer than average temperatures materialize before and
through green-up.

Past Weather and Drought:

The unusual high(er) frequency of rain producing storm systems remained a fixture across the south from late last
year and is keeping fuel moistures trending at high to very high levels. Again, exceptions can be found in
Texas/Oklahoma (short/long term D3/D4 drought in the Trans Pecos and southern Panhandle) as well as emerging
dryness in Florida. While significant drought is missing from the south, there are minor areas of short term DO
drought scattered across the states. The rain pattern and track with the weather systems, while lately more
southerly based, varies by storm with each event eventually, over time, producing overlapping and more complete
coverage across the Southern Area. This pattern is helping to keep fuel moistures, and especially the fine fuels, in
a moist and fire ignition limiting condition. One other condition which has not been very prevalent this year is the
lack of strong and gusty winds which has mitigated the potential for large fire.

Recent/Ongoing Fire Activity and Area Discussion (By exception):

Fire activity remains minimal and well below average with any periods of elevated initial attack being driven by
short term and rapid drying of fine fuels — mainly a phenomenon for Texas/Oklahoma.

Fuel Conditions (by exception):

Fuel moistures are currently very high (most near or better than 20%) with the only lower and/or marginal
conditions (15% and below) occurring in the west and central-west Texas PSAs. Some drying in January has been
occurring across our northeast states due to the more southerly track of storm systems. We expect the pattern will
adjust, however, during February and will allow the 100 hour fuel moistures to once again increase above their
current season low of 12 to 15 percent. 1000 hour moistures continue to trend at very high, GTE 21 percent, levels.

Qutlook Discussion

In the near 1 to 2 month timeframe, a still fairly active storm tack and “wetter” pattern should continue to produce
periodic rain events which, along with a persisting elevated humidity trend, should limit fine fuel drying and keep a
rather moist fire environmentin place for most areas of the south. The two main exceptions will be the desert areas
of far western Texas (and to some extent west Oklahoma) , and Florida which remain abnormally dry with a
forecast which keeps these areas in a drier condition. While otherwise atypical “wetter” weather patterns
associated with the current La Nina (right now more “Modoki-like” and an unusual variant) is likely to keep fire
potential at bay, the pattern can become more variable as we move into spring and before green-up. As of now,
and before May, mostly below average to average fire danger should be expected. Continued dry conditions for
Florida would necessarily mean higher potential perhaps as early as April but primarily during May.



FIRE POTENTIAL OUTLOOK

DROUGHT MONITOR (SE US ZOOM)

December 22, 2020 January 19, 2021

(Released Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020)

Objective Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles
Feb 22, 2020

LAST JAN FOR REFERENCE

Objective Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles

157

mey e See the

LAST FEB FOR REFERENCE |

Objective Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles
Apr 25, 2020

LAST MAR FOR REFERENCE

Objective Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles
Apr 25, 2020

LAST APR FOR REFERENCE

DROUGHT OUTLOOK
LAST MONTH THIS MONTH

U.S. Seasonal Drou'gm Outlook
[ y During the Valid Period

As the La Nina
episode weakens, but
remains intact, likely to
see a more active
spring thunderstorm
season

With continued below
average rain, could
see periods of higher
initial attack

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
. Above Normal

Predictive Services
- Below Normal Area Boundary

|:| Normal o THREAT MONITOR
AREA

THREAT AREAS ARE AREAS TO
BE MONITORED FOR PERIODS OF
HIGHER FIRE POTENTIAL DUE TO
EITHER CURRENT, PERSISITING,
OR DEVELOPING DRYNESS OR A

CONDUCIVE FIRE/WX
ENVIRONMENT.



Objective Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles Objective Long-Term Drought Indicator Blend Percentiles
Jan 09, 2021

Jan 09, 2021

Percentile (D0-to-D4 equivalent) prection
wnn Center . R 4 Center
03 Hational Wational
01025 o centers for
951098 Environmental o / Environmental
2t 0oy [0 100 Information a3 oo [0 / Information

Western Formlation
s i appresimaas paes th respors s pcpleation e sovard doys T T
355 Palmer Z-idex 2 o Mo, itk 25 aprule, 1ok ol re, usraguisid smesmiows, snd 258, Pmer Hydaoge ndex

i, A 5 sna i ot i, 4o i Ivat. HOWEVER, THE ELITIONSHP.

25% 3-Month PrecipRation e 2% 24-Monlh Preciphation e

D3 Juom henie mest aspects of widfie danger The relaionskip betwean indicaters and impacts . 12 ith Precaanon BETWESH ROCATORS AND WATER SUPPLES CAN WARY WARKEDLY WTH LCCATON.

2K Vllorth Pl e vary signiflcanty with locaen and sasson. s motimarprtthis mag o el 2% 1zMonts Pro oA SHASON, SDURCE, A0 UAMADRVENT PRACTE Bo ot et ths map o fral.

5% Paimer Douge e T8 10 1558560 1 ST CHTBTe Ao . Loca Conatons anar 0% Mo Frecipiatca TS Tl 1503550 o JBA B B SN . Lol Condions and
el i iy OMer. S Pt detaded DroduCt Sl descripton Tor mare detais 10% CPC Sal Moisture Mode! 10% CPC Sail Moistare Model A0 a3 ey TR S84 e SR [FOOCE SUNE SSCIENON 107 MOME DRI

CURRENT CURRENT 30, 60, MTD PON PRECIPITATION
SHORT TERM DROUGHT LONG TERM DROUGHT

DROUGHT OUTLOOK STREAM FLOW

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook Vol forJanusry 21 - Apri 30, 2021

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period lcased January 21 Observed 000 o 00 o A 4 20 Honday, January 25, 2021 14:30ET

16 49
[ 18 -
12 2
919
Aunor 19
Dwia ks 2%
NOAANMSCEPICiate Precicion Center
— I Oroounparsists
P Drought remans butimgroves H
s .o ! 1000 Hr Fusl Molsture Legend This map displays 1000 hr Fuel
s Q'ﬁb . - B-14 15-20 EEN21-23 [ 24-35 Moisture in percent by PSA
y . & 12 as calculated by Fire Family
o " Plus. The data is based on
e WP sy wvrveary Isstsdions;tlon Jen252023/06125 AR the 1300 hour observation. G ROWI N G S EASO N I N D EX
D RO U G H T M O N |TO R = Continental US RTMA Growing Season Index: 01/21/2021
b d 00 o 00 o A 4 0
U.S. Drought Monitor Dozt it Ao
o 000
W 3 2
1 By A 14 43
14 15
15 S
15
14
100 Hr Fuel Moisture Legend This map displays 100 hr Fuel
CPONOAANIWSIGED R 810 1o15 Eie-te EENe-5 Moisture in percent by PSA %
X as calculated by Fire Family 0 n
[ = 1 3140% M 71-80% § z i
[ g ; P T M 002106135 AN Plus. The data is based on W' WFAS-MAPS National Interagency Fire Center
i — s\ i B Ladw, sued on: Hon Jan the 1300 hour observation.
T e et sL—
— : SOIL MOISTURE ANOMALY
Observed ERC-G Yearly Percentile on SUN JAN 24, 2021 dlewrate a pisture Anomd y (mm
SUN JAN 24 2021 I Cocated ot HON JAN 25, 2021 7 JAN 24, 2021
50N { v PN

NS

aan

o

3N

KBDI This map displays KBDI value by 1201 100 EOW
.- 100 Pz01-300 | ja01-300 | oo1-700 |PSA as calculated by Fire Family
N 10:-200 [N 301 - 400 |s01-600 [M701-s00 | Plus. The data is based on the

1300 hour observation.

Issued on: Mon Jan 25 2021 06:28 AM —160-140-120-10C B0 —€0 —40 =20 20 40 63 80 100 120 143 160

SOIL MOISTURE.PERCENTILE
N $ ; a

Observed KBDI Seasonal Anomaly as of 1300 on: SUN JAN 24 2021

KBDI ANOMALY

50N

e Ve Wﬂw Mok
AR - , = 7

A58 s e

L e

e s

S i
{93 {70 [ ggl 51 )
& i 84

i 03 10 1.8 Above Aversge
-, il
o
280
1208 1000 O
e mapdiniays e daparucs o KO el by i rom » |Gt o i P & dasueninna B, ks e s
Issued on: Mon Jan 25 2021 06:28 AM e, oy S wi = G SRS, Mot S | rovides & normaiized view of the DS value. —— e

ressactiey 1 E 10 20 30 70 80 El] 95 99




