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Outlook Summary:

At least in the first half of the outlook period, the weather pattern still appears to support a continuation of an 

unusual “wetter” biased La Nina pattern. As such, fire potential for a broader area of the Southern Area should stay 

at below average to average levels with only limited and short duration episodes of elevated initial attack. While 

west Texas and Oklahoma, areas generally always subject to rapid fine fuel drying from combinations of low 

humidities and dryline windy weather,  the “wetter” condition this year will likely keep any extensive and wider 

spread critical conditions from developing. This, however, based upon the outlook could be changing later February 

and then into March. A much drier than average rain fall situation already entrenched across the Florida peninsula 

(and spreading west along the southern Gulf coast) may be the forerunner to increasing fire danger should the 

outlook for persisting below average rain fall and warmer than average temperatures materialize before and 

through green-up.    

Past Weather and Drought:

The unusual high(er) frequency of rain producing storm systems remained a fixture across the south from late last 

year and is keeping fuel moistures trending at high to very high levels. Again, exceptions can be found in 

Texas/Oklahoma (short/long term D3/D4 drought in the Trans Pecos and southern Panhandle) as well as emerging 

dryness in Florida. While significant drought is missing from the south,  there are minor areas of short term D0 

drought scattered across the states. The rain pattern and track with the weather systems, while lately more 

southerly based, varies by storm with each event eventually, over time, producing overlapping and more complete 

coverage across the Southern Area. This pattern is helping to keep fuel moistures, and especially the fine fuels, in 

a moist and fire ignition limiting condition. One other condition which has not been very prevalent this year is the 

lack of strong and gusty winds which has mitigated the potential for large fire.

Recent/Ongoing Fire Activity and Area Discussion (By exception):

Fire activity remains minimal and well below average with any periods of elevated initial attack being driven by 

short term and rapid drying of fine fuels – mainly a phenomenon for Texas/Oklahoma. 

Fuel Conditions (by exception): 

Fuel moistures are currently very high (most near or better than 20%) with the only lower and/or marginal 

conditions (15% and below) occurring in the west and central-west Texas PSAs. Some drying in January has been 

occurring across our northeast states due to the more southerly track of storm systems. We expect the pattern will 

adjust, however, during February and will allow the 100 hour fuel moistures to once again increase above their 

current season low of 12 to 15 percent. 1000 hour moistures continue to trend at very high, GTE 21 percent, levels. 

Outlook Discussion

In the near 1 to 2 month timeframe, a still fairly active storm tack and “wetter” pattern should continue to produce 

periodic rain events which, along with a persisting elevated humidity trend, should limit fine fuel drying and keep a 

rather moist fire environment in place for most areas of the south. The two main exceptions will be the desert areas 

of far western Texas (and to some extent west Oklahoma) , and Florida which remain abnormally dry with a 

forecast which keeps these areas in a drier condition. While otherwise atypical “wetter” weather patterns 

associated with the current La Nina (right now more “Modoki-like” and an unusual variant) is likely to keep fire 

potential at bay, the pattern can become more variable as we move into spring and before green-up. As of now, 

and before May, mostly below average to average fire danger should be expected. Continued dry conditions for 

Florida would necessarily mean higher potential perhaps as early as April but primarily during May. 
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