SOUTHERN AREA INCIDENT MANAGEMENT REPORT
Wednesday, March 17, 2021

Southern Area Coordination Center
Office Hours: 0800 — 1800

Phone: (678) 320-3000
Fax: (678) 320-3036

Center Manager: Nancy Ellsworth

PREPAREDNESS LEVELS COMPACT STATUS
Southern Area 2 South Central Closed
National 1 Southeastern Closed
Mid-Atlantic Closed

Southern Area Activity/Impacts
03/16/2021

Current Situation:

Initial Attack (I.A.) Activity: Moderate Ongoing Uncontained Large Fires: 6 fires
Total I.A. fires and acreage: | 102 fires for 4,801 acres | & Active Acreage: 10,798 acres

New Fires on Federal 4 fires for 4,200 acres New Fires on State 82 fires for 540 acres
Protected Lands in: FL, OK, & SC Protected Lands in: FL, GA, NC & SC

Other |.A. reported through | ;5 6 0c ¢ 61 acres in AL, AR, LA, MS, TX & VA

non-FAMWEB Channels:
State and/or Federal Lands — 795 prescribed fires for 23,998 acres in AR, FL, GA, NC,
OK & SC

Prescribed Fire Activity:

Significant Activity
03/16/2021

New Large ICS-209 Incidents**/Critical Updates:

(Blue = newly reported fires & changes)

Large/Significant Activity:

Incident Name Incident Number Start Date Size f\%rref O/A)M(,\:/IX Asg}/lgze d Structure Loss
Turner River FL-BCP-000267 3/14/2021 6,245 +4,445 35% Type 31IC
Little Creek (c) AL-PRI-0314-36 3/14/2021 400 81% Type 31C
4-Mile (c) AL-PRI-20210307-2 3/7/2021 600 87% Type 31IC
?cr)a"e"y Springs AL-PRI-210310-45 | 3/10/2021 | 300 88% | Type3IC
Lewis OK-OMA-000493 3/9/2021 | 935 95% Type 4 IC
Intercept OK-OMA-000444 3/7/2021 2,318 95% Type 31IC
IUA Eleven LA-KIF-000043 3/9/2021 170 100% Type 41IC
Ranger OK-CHA-000416 3/6/2021 286 100% Type 4 IC
Big Creek OK-CNA-000477 3/9/2021 2,029 100% Type 41IC
Bailey OK-OMA-000478 3/9/2021 378 100% Type 41C
Frying Pan VA-VAS-2021WR0232 | 3/10/2021 150 100% Type 41IC
Rye Cove VA-VAS-2021WR0221 | 3/5/2021 850 100% Type 41IC
Cabin Point Road VA-VAS-SUS210024 | 3/11/2021 347 100% Type 4 IC




# = No updated information was submitted; * = No change in status

Definitions:

Full Suppression/Perimeter Control: Implies a strategy to "put the fire out” as efficiently and effectively as possible, while providing for firefighter
and public safety.

(p) Point or Zone Protection/Limited Perimeter Control: Involves protecting specific points from the fire while not actively trying to line the entire fire
edge.

(c) Monitor/Confine: Management actions conforming to a monitoring strategy that periodically checks the fire to ensure it continues to meet
objectives, and where no further action is taken.

For specific information on fire activity (new wildland and prescribed fires by agency/unit, year—to—date totals, and large incident specifics), please
refer to the Southern Area Summary or Detailed Situation Reports.

** For the purposes of this report “Large ICS—-209 Incidents” are defined as fires that exceeds 100 acres or larger in timber and slash (fuel models
8-13), 300 acres or larger in grass and brush (fuel models 1-7), or when a Type 1 or 2 Incident Management Team (IMT) is assigned. Incidents
with structures damaged or destroyed are also included, regardless of size.

RESOURCES
The number of resources currently committed is obtained from Interagency Resource Ordering Capability (IROC). There may
be slight Discrepancies in the total number of resources reported. The Overhead column only reflects overhead positions, not
the total number of personnel assigned.

SACC MORNING REPORT — RESOURCES CURRENTLY ASSIGNED IN AREA

Resource Provider Agency Aircraft Crew Equipment = Overhead Total
(empty) 7 0 1 13 21
Bureau of Indian Affairs 0 0 7 30 37
Bureau of Land Management 0 0 0 19 19
National Park Service 0 0 1 49 50
State of Colorado 0 0 0 3 3
State of Florida 0 0 4 9 13
State of Idaho 0 0 0 1 1
State of South Dakota 0 0 0 1 1
State of Tennessee 0 0 0 1 1
State of Texas 0 0 1 29 30
State of Wyoming 0 0 0 2 2
US Department of the Interior 2 0 0 4 6
US Fish and Wildlife Service 1 0 1 10 12
US Forest Service 16 3 24 599 642
US Tribes and Sovereign Nations 0 0 1 23 24
Total 26 3 40 793 862

SACC MORNING REPORT — RESOURCES CURRENTLY ASSIGNED OUT OF AREA
Resource Provider Agency Overhead Total
National Park Service 4 4
US Department of the Interior 1 1
US Fish and Wildlife Service 1 1
US Forest Service 15 15
Total 21 21

NATIONAL TEAM RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Area Command Team: Sexton
Incident Management Teams — National Rotation: California (through 3/19 @ 1000 MST)
Interagency Buying Team — National Rotation: None available
SOUTHERN AREA - IMT
For Rotations Dates, please click HERE Bold indicates IMT on SA Current Rotation

Dueitt (T1) Red Unavailable
Morales (T1) Blue Available



https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_summary_sit_rpt.pdf
https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_detailed_sit_rpt.pdf
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/logistics/teams/area_rotate.pdf
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/logistics/teams/imt_rotate.pdf
http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/logistics/teams/buy_rotate.pdf
https://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/resources/logistics/2021-sa-imt-rotation.pdf

Beard (T2) Gold

Available

Ketron (T3) Gray

Unavailable (Available to roster when requested)

SOUTHERN AREA BUYING TEAMS
SA Littlechief Unavailable
SA Robinson Unavailable

TYPE 1 CREWS

Asheville Hotshots (Asheville, NC)

Unavailable — NC

Augusta Hotshots (Augusta Springs, VA)

Unavailable — VA

Cherokee Hotshots (Unicoi, TN)

Unavailable — TN

Jackson Hotshots (Jackson, MS)

Unavailable — End of Season — MS

Type 2IA CREWS

PatRick Environmental, Inc. — 20A (NC-NCF)

Committed — Tate — GA

PatRick Environmental, Inc. — 20B (NC-NCF)

Available — NC

Lost River Fire Management Service, Inc. 10-A
(ID-FCF)

Committed — Region 8 Support — TN

Grayback Forestry, Inc. - NCC - 8B (ID-FCF)

Committed — Region 8 Support — TN

WILDLAND FUELS/SUPPRESSION MODULES

CGF #1 Fuels Module (MT-CGF)

Committed — CY21 ALF Rx Burn Support — AL

Shasta-Trinity Fuels Module (CA-SHF)

Committed — ALF Rx Support Prepo CY21 — AL

Bitterroot Fuels Module (MT-BRF)

Reserved — ALF Rx Support Prepo CY21 — AL

Ely Ranger District Fuels Module (NV-HTF)

Reserved — ALF Rx Support Prepo CY21 — AL

Williams Fuels Crew 7-1 Fuels Module (AZ-KNF)

Reserved — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

Prescott Suppression Module (AZ-PNF)

Committed — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

PSICC 10 Fuels Module (CO-PSF)

Committed — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

PSICC Pike Fuels Module (CO-PSF)

Committed — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

PSICC 2 Fuels Module (CO-PSF)

Reserved — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

HLF Fuels Module (MT-HLF)

Committed — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

Hell Canyon (SD-BKF)

Committed — CY21 Quachita NF RxBurn Support - CFLRP — AR

Buzzard Creek Suppression Module (CO-GMF)

Committed — CY21 Ozark-St Francis NF Rx Burn Support — AR

USFS STF — MRD Fuels Module (ID-STF)

Committed — CY21 Ozark-St Francis NF Rx Burn Support — AR

Laramie Fuels Module (WY-MRF)

Committed — CY21 Ozark-St Francis NF Rx Burn Support — AR

Mendocino Fuels Module (CA-MNF)

Committed — FY21 FNF Rx Burning — FL

Bighorn Fuels Module (WY-BHF)

Reserved — FY21 FNF Rx Burning — FL

Davidson River - A Fuels Module (NC-NCF)

Reserved — FY21 Chattahoochee-Oconee Rx Burns — GA

KNF D1 Suppression Module (MT-KNF)

Committed — DBNF Rx Burns 2021 — KY

MDF Fuels MOD 1 (CA-MDF)

Committed — DBNF Rx Burns 2021 — KY

UCR BLM Fuels Module (CO-GJC)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

IPF #1 Fuels Module (ID-IPF)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

IPF #2 Fuels Module (ID-IPF)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

KYJC #2 Fuels Module (KY-DBF)

Committed — DBNF Rx Burns 2021 — KY

Klamath RD Fuels Module (OR-FWF)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

WCJCC Suppression Module (OR-UPF)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

NCSB Fuels Module (WA-OWF)

Committed — DBNF RX Burns 2021 — KY

Lolo National Forest 2 Fuels Module (MT-LNF)

Committed — LBF Rx Burns 2021 — KY

Columbia Cascade Fuels Module (OR-MHF)

Committed — LBF Rx Burns 2021 — KY

Klamath Fuels Module (CA-KNF)

Committed — FY2021 NFMS RX Burn Support — MS

CA-CNF Suppression Module

Committed — Region 8 Support - NC FY21 — NC

R-1 MSO #1 Fuels Module (MT-MSJC)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

R-1 MSO #2 Fuels Module (MT-MSJC)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

R-1 MSO #3 Fuels Module (MT-MSJC)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

R-1 MSO #4 Fuels Module (MT-MSJC)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

East Idaho Fuels Module C (ID-IFD)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

East Idaho Fuels Module D (ID-IFD)

Reserved — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

Lolo National Forest Fuels Module (MT-LNF)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

SHF-NZ Fuels Module (WY-SHF)

Committed — FY2021 FMS RX Support — SC

Zion NPS Fuels Module (UT-ZIP)

Reserved — Big Sandy S Rx — TX

Lakeview IHC A Fuels Module (OR-LAD)

Committed — 2021 NFGT Prescribed Fire Support — TX

Lakeview IHC B Fuels Module (OR-LAD)

Committed — 2021 NFGT Prescribed Fire Support — TX




Lakeview IHC C Fuels Module (OR-LAD)

Committed — 2021 NFGT Prescribed Fire Support — TX

Texas #1 Suppression Module (TX-TXS)

Reserved — FY21 Wildfire Support — TX

Flagstaff IHC Suppression Module (AZ-COF)

Committed — CY 21 GW & Jeff Support — VA

GMUG Suppression Module (CO-GMF)

Committed — CY 21 GW & Jeff Support — VA

Lonesome Pine Suppression Module (VA-VAF)

Committed — CY 21 GW & Jeff Support — VA

Augusta IHC Squad A Suppression Module (VA-
VAF)

Committed — CY 21 GW & Jeff Support — VA

WILDLAND FIRE MODULES

Balcones Wildland Fire Module (TX-BAR)

Unavailable — TX

Buffalo River Wildland Fire Module (AR-BUP)

Committed — Delta — FL

Great Smoky Mtn. Wildland Fire Module (TN-
GSP)

Reserved — Big Sandy S Rx — TX

Whiskeytown Wildland Fire Module (CA-WNP)

Reserved — Big Sandy S Rx - TX

AVI

ATION RESOURCES

N16KW (Air Attack Platform)

Committed — Turner River — FL

T-819 (Single Engine Airtanker)

Committed — Turner River — FL

T-853 (Single Engine Airtanker)

Committed — Turner River — FL

T-876 (Single Engine Airtanker)

Committed — Turner River — FL

N16FH (Type 1 Helicopter)

Committed — Turner River — FL

N39HX (Type 1 Helicopter)

Available — GACC — NC (2-hour callback)

N6979R (Type 1 Helicopter)

Committed — Turner River — FL

N91158 (Type 1 Helicopter)

Available — GACC — TN

N14HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — AR

N173BH (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — ALF Aviation Rx Support Prepo CY21- AL

N168BH (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — TX

N196TA (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — FL

N209CP (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed - LA-SER 2021 RX Burn — LA

N225FM (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — Turner River - FL

N234BH (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY2021 NFMS Rx Burn Support — MS

N26HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — ANF Michael Recovery — FL

N27HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY21 Savannah River Rx — SC (Savannah River)

N31BH (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — TX

N351FW (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — Compartment 18 — GA

N357TA (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — Turner River — FL

N402MA (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — CY 21 GW & Jeff Support — VA

N407TD (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — CY21 Cherokee NF support — TN

N41HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY2021 NFMS RX Burn Support — MS

N44HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — AR

N46HX (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — SC

N132BH (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY21 Chattahoochee-Oconee Rx Burns — GA

N6HE (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY21 Chattahoochee-Oconee Rx Burns — GA

N640MA (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — DBNF Fire Support 2021 — KY

N669AC (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — LA

N777TD (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY2021 NFMS RX Burn Support — MS

N854H (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — Callas Mountain — SC

N911FS (Type 3 Helicopter)

Available — Local — AR

N922FS (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — FY21 Alligator River Rx — NC

N950FS (Type 3 Helicopter)

Committed — Croatan Rx FY 2021 — NC

“B Click for today’s Southern
Area Summary Situation Report
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Southern Area Predictive Services
Daily Fire/All Hazards Weather Summary and Outlook

Red Flag Warnings: Warnings are in-place for a larger area of southwest Texas due to strong post cold frontal northwest
winds of 20-30 mph with gusts to 40 mph and falling humidities dropping to the low to mid-teens.



http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_summary_sit_rpt.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_summary_sit_rpt.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_summary_sit_rpt.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_detailed_sit_rpt.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_detailed_sit_rpt.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/intelligence/sa_detailed_sit_rpt.pdf
http://www.wildfirelessons.net/uploads/6mfs/home.html

Fire Weather Watches: None.

Fire Weather Summary/Outlook: Peaking period of eastward transitioning line and scattered coverage of severe
storms/rain through Thursday; another system and more storms and moderate plus rain fall through next week.

As we continue this week’s pattern of wetter weather, today and tomorrow will see a resurgence of broader storm and rain
activity as a second surge of energy reinvigorates instability. This morning, a new line of thunderstorms and strong winds
are already getting into Arkansas/east Texas and will reach and area from Kentucky south to Alabama by tonight. Ahead of
this line, and through today and tomorrow, scattered storm activity will break out producing moderate 0.25 to 0.75 inch plus
rain fall. Peaking storms and rain will reach our Atlantic states Thursday as the cold front (and the improving weather behind
it) pushes the activity towards the Atlantic coast. By Friday, the coldest of the post cold front air will be dropping into Ohio
/Tennessee Valleys and northern Mid-Atlantic state areas. The colder air and freezing temperatures Friday in West
Virginia/northern Virginia have the potential to produce a short period of some mixed wintry precipitation. Rain
accumulations today through Friday will broadly range from near 0.5 to well over 2.5 inches.

While broad fair weather is in store for the Southern Area, southwest wind speeds will be again increasing for west Texas
and Oklahoma with speeds to of 12 to 18 mph with gusts 15 to 25 mph Sunday. Expect RH minimums in our northeast and
central-south to fall into the 20s-30%s.

Another weather system will be developing over Oklahoma and Texas Monday with the South next week seeing an
eastward transitioning pattern scattered storms. The Atlantic states, however, will be rain free from Saturday through about
Wednesday next week.

Puerto Rico: Another mostly rain free day for the island yesterday and a period of lower rain potential is seen for the rest of
the week. Fire risks will range from low to seasonal average.

Tropical Atlantic Summary and Outlook: Official season ended November 30". Starts again June 1st

No US threatening tropical features being monitored or expected to develop.

Weather Patterns/Trends/Discussion and Qutlook: March, April, May, and June 2021.

Outlook Summary: A wetter and higher frequency storm pattern is expected to continue from February into March across
the Southern Area which will impact a broad area from Kentucky and West Virginia to the southern and central Gulf states.
Consequently, fire potential should remain in below average through March in this zone. Fuel moisture values remain
elevated and the spring transition to green-up is expected to occur within average timeframes. Given these factors, the
threat of a significant spring fire season prior to full leaf out is very low.

The risk for drier and warmer than average conditions continues to be highest in Oklahoma and Texas, primarily west of 100
degrees longitude. These areas represent the primary concern for fire potential to trend above average. The current
Drought Monitor, the Drought Outlook, antecedent conditions, as well as short and long term drought depictions; all support
this outlook.

Above average fire potential is also possible in the southeast, to include Florida and adjacent Predictive Service Areas
(PSAs) as a drier than average outlook is in place for these areas. As dryness builds in March and April, the fire potential
could peak in late April or even May. Florida’s typical fire occurrence peaks February through May. However, acres burned
in Florida tends to peak in May and June before tropical easterlies herald the return of higher moisture and occasional
thunderstorms. There is a time frame here in Florida where significant lightning fires can occur if the vegetation is dry when
tropical easterlies provide spotty rainfall.

Past Weather and Drought: February was a very wet month with five significant precipitation events that provided broad
coverage of precipitation. A sixth event will close out the month. Most notably, there was an Arctic surge of record setting
cold air which produced lasting snow, ice, and freezing rain into central and eastern Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi
during February 14-20. The higher frequency storm pattern has produced broad coverage of rain or snow on about 14 days
of February. In spite of this, a broad area of below average month-to-day anomalies covers a large part of the south. These
anomalies range from 25-75% of average rainfall. However, fire potential is quite low in this zone simply due to the high
frequency of rainfall events. The frequency of events has been shown to be more important than the actual amounts of rain
received and that is certainly has been the case during February.




The exception to this below average condition is a region extending from Maryland southward into northern Florida.
Anomalies in this Atlantic Seaboard zone range from 150-300% or more of average. Due to the high frequency of rainfall
events and the rain actually received, there is no significant short term drought. The long term drought that is present is in
western Texas where D0-D2 drought continues to reside. Most of the Southern Area remains in the upper categories of 90-
100t percentile for rain received.

Recent/Ongoing Fire Activity and Area Discussion (By exception): Fire activity remains minimal and well below the
average and is a continuation of what was observed in January, persisting through February, and continuing into March.

Fuel Conditions (by exception): Fuel moisture values in the 100-hr and 1000-hr classes rose during February due to the
fact that the Southern Area was persistently wet and lacked any long lasting low humidity events. Consequently, these fuel
classes are trending at very high levels and remain largely unavailable for inclusion into any fires that do occur. Fuel
moisture values in Texas were lower and generally ranged from 13-15%. Florida saw values range for 17-19%. The larger
fuel moisture classes become marginally available for involvement at values of 16% and will almost certainly be involved
with the moisture level drops to 12% or less.

Outlook Discussion: An unusual and generally uncharacteristic La Nifia episode this winter continues to produce a wetter
weather pattern, and overall, a very low to low fire risk environment for a large part of the southeast. This La Nifia episode,
which is beginning to weaken, remains in a Modoki-like state with the coldest sea surface temperature anomalies in the
central equatorial Pacific. This condition should continue to produce a high frequency storm pattern and an overall lower fire
risk condition for most of our Geographic Area through March. “Modoki” is a Japanese word that means “similar but different

As we transition into spring, it is expected that the rain pattern will trend strongly below average across western Texas and
Oklahoma as well as in areas of south Florida. These two areas are where we expect dry fuel conditions and where fire
potential will trend above average. For Texas, this is March through May. For Florida, these conditions could appear as
early as April, but are likely to occur May into June, especially in June for the Florida Panhandle and nearby areas. Green-
up should be unimpaired across most of the Southern Area, given the high soil moisture content and frequent rain. Green-
up will limit and mitigate and end the spring fire season. The onset of tropical easterlies, the return of higher humidity, and
the development of thunderstorm conditions will also mitigate the critical risks in the Florida Peninsula. There is a great deal
of forecast volatility due to the expected weakening of the current La Nifia episode.

National Incident Management Situation Report



http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/sitreprt.pdf

