Southern Area Coordination Center Morning Report 

	Saturday, March 1, 2008
	10:00 a.m.
	Southern Area 
Preparedness Level:  2

	Southern Area Current Situation



	National Preparedness Level: 1

	Compact Status:  The Southeastern and South Central Compacts are both open.


Initial Attack Activity*
	Initial attack activity reported on Thursday included:

27 fires for 1,810 acres on BIA lands in OK;

73 fires for 1,660 acres on state lands in AL, AR, FL, NC, OK, SC, TX AND VA;
Total: 101 fires and 3,740 acres burned.


* For specific information on fire activity (numbers of new wildland or prescribed fires and year-to-date totals by state/unit), please refer to the Southern Area Summary or Detailed Situation Reports.
Incident Information (as reported via ICS-209s)
Newly reported fires are highlighted in blue. 
	Incident Name
	Incident Number
	Start

Date
	Size
	% Ctn
	IMT Assigned
	Structures

Destroyed to Date

	*County-Line
	OK-ANA-080054
	2/28/08
	640
	60
	Type 3
	1 out

	Clower
	OK-CHA-008112
	2/29/08
	380
	80
	Type 4
	

	Shed
	OK-ECU-08-20089
	2/28/08
	556
	100
	
	

	Lick Creek
	OK-ECU-08-20090
	2/28/08
	180
	100
	
	

	Swink
	OK-SEU-08-10083
	2/28/08
	200
	85
	Type 4
	

	Soggy Bottom
	OK-WEA-008033
	2/27/08
	150
	95
	Type 4
	

	Turkey Track
	FL-FLS-2008-16-0163
	2/28/08
	147
	100
	
	

	Texas Winter Fires 2008
	TX-TXS-88052
	1/28/08
	14,423
	0
	TX Type 2, Hannemann
	

	Silver Fire
	TX-TXS-88070
	2/25/08
	19,839
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	4 res

	Glass Fire
	TX-TXS-88071
	2/25/08
	219,556
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Archer County Fire
	TX-TXS-88076
	2/24/08
	13,548
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	West Hackberry
	TX-TXS-88080
	2/25/08
	4,500
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Rowden Fire
	TX-TXS-88084
	2/25/08
	4,040
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	650 Fire(CR386)
	TX-TXS-88087
	2/24/08
	511
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	1 out

	Pedernales Fall 2
	TX-TXS-88088
	2/26/08
	400
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Junkyard
	TX-TXS-88089
	2/26/08
	100
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	3 res

	Commanche Ranch
	TX-TXS-88091
	2/26/08
	2,000
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Troy
	TX-TXS-88092
	2/27/08
	485
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Gillett
	TX-TXS-88093
	2/27/08
	400
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Morgan
	TX-TXS-88094
	2/28/08
	250
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Cripple Cow
	TX-TXS-88095
	2/28/08
	310
	100
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	1 res

	McCoy Road 1
	TX-TXS-88096
	2/28/08
	273
	95
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	

	Devine
	TX-TXS-88097
	2/29/08
	368
	80
	TX Type 2 Hannemann
	



* No updated information was submitted.

County-Line – No new information on 2/29.
Clower – Several ranch homes were evacuated. Location is 5 miles W of Loco, OK.
Shed – No fire information. Location is 9 miles SW of Wilburton, OK.
Lick Creek - No fire information. Location is 5 miles N of Featherston, OK.
Swink – Spotting and torching in plantations were observed fire behavior. Location is 2 miles N of Swink, OK.
Turkey Track – Moderate rates of spread and 8 – 10 foot flame lengths were observed fire behavior. 

McCoy Road 1 – Running and torching in grass and brush. Location is 6 miles E of Lytle, TX.

Soggy Bottom – Dozers and BIS crews continue to make good progress. Location is 5 miles W of Sasakwa, OK.

Devine – The Devine elementary school was evacuated. An unoccupied trailer house was destroyed. Location is 1 mile SW of Devine, TX.

Texas Winter Fires – Personnel assisted on 2 new fires. Plans call for continued pre-positioning of resources to assist in suppression, mop up and patrol of incidents. 
	 Prescribed Fire Activity

	Prescribed fire activity included:

1 fire for 170 acres by BIA personnel in OK;

2 fires for 1,300 acres by NPS personnel in AR and FL;

4 fires by FWS personnel in FL, LA, OK, TX and SC;

2 fires for 170 acres by DOD personnel in FL;

35 fires for 19,803 acres by USFS personnel in AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, SC, and TX;

Total:  44 fires for 24,208 acres burned.


	Remarks

	AL-AIC - Prescribed fires accomplished on the Conecuh, Oakmulgee, Shoal Creek and Talladega Ranger Districts.  Plans are to burn on the Oakmulgee, Shoal Creek, Talladega and Tuskegee districts today. 

AR-AOC - Oklahoma BIA units heavy initial attack activity Friday. Red Flag Warnings issued. 3 prescribed burns on the Ozark for 480 acres. 

FL-BCP Big Cypress NP completed one prescribed burn for 1,000 acres 2/29. Acres were accomplished with helicopter assist. 

FL-FIC - ST Marks NWR completed one prescribed burn for 972 acres 2/29. Coordinators from PFTC and helicopter 6JC assisted with the burn. Apalachicola RD completed one prescribed burn for 1,850 acres 2/29. Osceola RD completed one prescribed burn for 1,300 acres 2/29 helicopter 9HJ and Schenck Job Corp Crew assisted with the burn. Lake George RD completed one prescribed burn for 82 acres 2/29. Seminole RD completed one prescribed burn for 15 acres 2/29. 

FL-FLS – 9 new fires for 118 acres. 15 active fires for 2411.5 acres.
LA-LIC Prescribed burning on the Kisatchie occurred on Feb. 28-29. 

NC-NCS - NC-NCS had 15 fires for 9 acres on Thursday. The Brandon Type II IMT will turn control of the 2,100 acre McPherson Road fire back over to the local district at 08:00 today. Good progress has been made in flooding the areas of organic soil that have burned for more than 2 weeks.  

SC-SCC - Fire danger Moderate to High. Prescribed burns accomplished at Ft. Jackson, Carolina Sandhills NWR, and Francis Marion & Sumter NFs. Weather forecasts favorable for burning into the weekend. 

SC-SRC - 4 prescribed fires for a total of 82 acres. 


	Resources * 

	Southern Area Resources Committed within the Southern Area
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	Total Southern Area Resources Committed to Other Geographic Areas
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	Total Southern Area Resources Committed (all Geographic Areas)
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	Total Southern Area and Other Geographic Area Resources Committed to SA
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	* The Resource Ordering Status System (ROSS) reflects the above number of resources currently committed; however, the numbers may be slightly off if resources have not been released properly.  The Overhead column only reflects individual overhead positions, not the total number of personnel assigned.  


	TEAM & HOTSHOT CREW INFORMATION


	

	Area Command Team


Through 0747 MST on 3/10/08
	Loach (Rocky Mtn)

	Incident Management Teams - National Rotation

Through 1400 MST on 3/03/08
	Rocky Basin

	Interagency Buying Team - National Rotation


Through 1045 MST on 3/10/07
	 California

	Southern Area Incident Management Teams:

	Quesinberry (Type 1 - Blue)
	On rotation for the Southern Area through 3/1.

	Ruggiero (Type 1 - Red)
	Unavailable.  Out of rotation for the Southern Area until 4/13.

	Wilder (Type 2)
	On rotation for the Southern Area from 3/2 – 3/15.  

	Asheville Hotshots (Asheville, NC)
	Assigned to AL-ALS-080602.

	Augusta Hotshots (Augusta Springs, VA)
	Returned from assignment.

	Cherokee Hotshots (Unicoi, TN)
	Unavailable (inactive)

	Jackson Hotshots (Jackson, MS)
	Returned from assignment.


	(Click for today’s Southern Area Summary Situation Report
	( Click for 


 
	(Click for today’s Southern Area Detailed Situation Report


Links to Burn Ban Information:
Arkansas Burn Ban Map
Oklahoma Burn Ban Map
Texas Burn Ban Map
Alabama Drought Info
Mississippi Burn Bans 
Kentucky Burn Ban Map
Southern Area Predictive Services

Daily Fire/All Hazards Weather Summary and Outlook

1. Red Flag Warnings:  Gusty southwest wind, and very warm air and the associated low relative

humidity will bring Red Flag conditions to northwest Oklahoma today. 

A Red Flag Warning is now in effect from 1 pm est /noon cst/ to 6 pm. est /5 pm cst/ this afternoon for inland portions of the Florida Big Bend as well as Jackson county in the Florida panhandle due to long durations of relative humidity below 35 percent.
2.  Fire Weather Watches:  None for today.  
3.  Today’s Overall Risk Assessment for Significant Management/Resource Activity: 
      Significantly lower risks for most of the Southern Area – near average potential west to average and below east.
4.
Today’s Weather/Fire/All Hazards Summary and Outlook: 
Eyes will be on a very strong storm system early next week (Monday thru Tuesday) that will move out of OK Sunday evening.  This system will be very strong and produce moderate to locally heavy rainfall, severe weather (likely tornadic), and very strong winds to 30 mph+.  Very cold air will drop relative humidity in our west and will produce areas of rain and snow. Rain amounts across OK/TX could be in the 1”+ range with 0.5” to 1”+ in areas of the southeast (highest precipitation for the OH/TN Valley areas).  While effects will be short lived, they precede what will be yet another very strong punch of arctic air later in the week that will significantly drop relative humidity and has the potential to produce the next spiking fire danger event across areas of OK/TX (Saturday) as well as higher risks for FL. 

Next Precipitation Event(s): Mar 2-4; Mar 6-8. 

5. Weather for Existing Uncontained Fires (>=100 acres):  
West-Central Texas
	Day
	Area Weather
	High Temp
	Minimum RH
	Wind

	1
	Partly Cloudy
	60s to 70s
	20%s-30%s
	NE/E to 15

	2
	Mostly Cloudy
	70s
	30%s-40%s
	SE to 18 mph


Eastern Oklahoma

	Day
	Area Weather
	High Temp
	Minimum RH
	Wind

	1
	Partly Cloudy
	60s 
	40%s
	W-NW to 10 mph

	2
	Partly Cloudy
	70s
	40%s
	S/SE to 12 mph


6.
Fire Behavior – No Assessment Issued.

WIMS/NFDRS REMINDER:  FOR FUELS THAT ARE ICE/SNOW COVERED AT THE TIME OF THE “O” OBS, RAWS MANAGERS SHOULD ENSURE THE WET FLAG IS SET TO “Y”.
7.  Atlantic/Caribbean Tropical Summary:  92 Days to the Start of the 2008 storm season.
8.  Significant Fire Risk Factors Summaries and Regional Perspectives (Updated Feb 29).
Long term, exceptional hydrologic drought continues to affect a large part of the southeastern quarter of the Southern Area with little improvement seen through winter.  Periods of rain and snow in February will help keep fire activity in check here with most of the lower humidity induced Red Flags affecting primarily FL and areas of western TX and OK.  Periods of gusty wind conditions will also amplify fire danger for OK/TX.  With La Nina in place (and we expect this moderate to strong episode to persist through 2008), we expect below average precipitation to persist for the drought areas and likely worsening for OK/TX and FL, and areas of the southeast –especially during the last half of the year.  Storm systems will continue to penetrate across and into the Deep South and produce moderate to locally heavy rain events through February into March. The area from the central MS River Valley to KY/TN and eastward to the Appalachian Mountains will receive the most beneficial rains that will reduce the overall fire risk; this activity will also have positive fire potential reducing impacts on the Mid Atlantic region. We expect rainfall to occur every five to seven days. Fire risks through winter will continue to periodically spike in the driest areas. Heightened spring fire season concerns exist especially for OK/TX, and FL.
A Southern Area Fire Potential Assessment for Spring 2088 is available at: http://gacc.nifc.gov/sacc/predictive/outlooks/SA_Winter_07-08_Assessment.pdf.
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SOUTHERN AREA-WIDE WEATHER TRENDS SUMMARY  

For the Period February 26 – March 7, 2008

Issued February 25, 2008
SPECIFIC 10+ DAY TRENDS SUMMARY 
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	Approx. 

Time

Period
	Red Flag Threat
	Significant Weather and General Trends Summary

	Feb 26-28
	OK/TX 26th

FL-27-28
	Much drier air invades the South dropping RHs into the teens to low 30%s which will produce higher fire danger and numerous RED FLAG warnings and Fire Weather Watches – first across OK/TX then spreading to the southeast mid week.  A short period of much colder temperatures with sub-freezing morning temps penetrating into FL.

	Feb 29
	Lingering potential for FL
	A relatively quick moving cold front will produce a weak rain/snow event for the south with the higher 0.5”+ amounts generally confined to a more narrow band running from WV southwest across the Appalachian Mountains to eastern TN.  Otherwise, precip. amounts trace to about 0.25”.

	Feb 30
	OK/TX
	Next Southern Rockies developing storm system will produce strong, gusty 20 to 35+ mph winds again in our west an initiating another brief period of large fire growth potential as fire danger spikes again.  Areas of light rain likely to break out over AR/eastern OK.

	Mar 2-4
	West TX
	A wetter period with the potential for moderate to locally heavy rain fall – mainly across the MS River Valley States.  Cold air with this system increases risks for some snow fall for the OH/TN Valleys and Appalachian Mountain region.  Some potential exists for this system to be a more significant winter precipitation producer – will need to monitor.  Drier air with this storm system along with gusty winds likely to once again increase fire danger in our west.

	Mar 5-7
	OK/TX 6th
SE/FL 6-7 Feb
	Mostly drier period with colder temperatures.  Chances persist for ongoing snow flurries in our northern states from KY to VA.
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EXTENDED FIRE POTENTIAL OUTLOOKS. http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf      
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Light green color fill indicates the occurrence of a more significant precipitation event (coverage, duration, or amount), summertime unsettled period with widespread rainfall from area-wide afternoon shower/thunderstorms activity, or a period of higher humidity with widespread areas of intermittent precipitation (rain/snow) activity.
































Light brown color fill highlights the anticipated occurrence of lower RHs in the range of Red Flag Warning/Fire Weather Watch criteria that would likely increase fire risks.
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