ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION ENGINE COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL

CALL IN # 877-553-8340

PASS CODE # 476210

LEADER CODE #740336

 DATE 5/19/2004  
TIME:  13:30
ROLE CALL
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-
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Briefly covered the meeting in San Dimas that Clement and Miller attended.  The note that was sent out covered all pertinent items.  Clement added that the work that we and other regions have done might spin into national concepts.

White Paper for regional engine standard:  There are a few forests that have not yet responded:  GMUG, SJ, SH, AR, PSICC

There will be a letter to the regional forester drafted and sent after the remaining forests have responded.  All forests not listed above have responded positively to the white paper, with the added stipulation that the adoption would be subject to budget limitations.

BLM Waiver:  Willie stated that one item that would be beneficial if the Director of Fire and Aviation for the Region could request a waiver.  There are issues that a national waiver would be more likely, but this is a great place to start if other regions have these same issues.

Willie also requested that he would like to see a request dealing with the AD hires being included for driving in the red card system.  Apparently there is a simple fix to the database that the National Red Card Committee could do to incorporate the change.

Lights/Sirens:  Clement got the Black Hills Forest Plan from Jay; he has not had a chance to act on it.  Willie will be sending out the test that forest examiners should be using.

Web Page:  Clement stated that he has received a lot of information and has not had a chance to sort it.  It should be ~30 days to complete it.

National Standard for Striping:  Willie would like to see a national standard, which would alleviate much angst for us.  Jay stated that we would not like to have different striping packages on all engines in the region.  Becky and Paul will continue to work on this.  A national standard would improve safety for all regions.  Would like to see a letter like the numbering to address striping and emblem use for engine applications.  This letter would come thru Jay and Dave and go up the chain.

Engine Academy:  Still one to two years out.  Willie would like to see how the BLM comes along to incorporate what they come up with into our program.

Chevy 19,500 GVW trucks:  Some concerns for ground clearance, etc. that Chevy’s have had in the past.  Willie stated that we are supposed to spend money frugally in the interest of the taxpayer, but if the product will not fulfill the mission and it is the lowest bid, then we must have a justification to state that it will not meet our needs.  Willie will examine this new vehicle and let the committee know what his opinion on it is.

GS-6/7 Positions:  Dave had update:  several forests were moving towards implementing them, personnel got involved and surveyed to find out how each forest was moving.  The issue was gummed up and may be consolidated into a regional advertisement.  The director of F&A for the Region approved the PD and left it up to each forest to determine their course of action.  Black Hills already has their advertisement flying and will close June 3rd.  Stay apprised of the situation, per Dave Clement.

Funding:  Per Dave:  Most forests expect to run out of money be June, OMB will not give all the funding that was requested of them, so base 8’s will be covered by fire (including primary firefighters) to make up some of the difference.  It is likely that another fire transfer will occur this year.

Airtankers:  3 Congressmen got involved and there were hearings yesterday.  The FAA will get involved and develop an inspection process.  This is supposed to be an expedited process, so it is unclear how long that might take.

Air filters on 6.0 and 7.3 Diesels:  Willie:  Will have an inspection course in Cody on June 3rd for the Bighorn and the PSICC for the new 6.0 filters.  It takes a professional mechanic approximately 15 minutes to remove the filter element.  This may mean that more checks on filters may not be done, since some crews may get complacent and rely upon the filter guage.  This may turn into a dealer changed item…  Willie may have a train-the-trainer session for the engine committee members to insure that the information is spread out to all engine captains.

Note on air filters:  PLEASE ensure that all 7.3 liter engines have had the new filter system installed, as it increases the efficiency and is an overall better system.

Life Cycles for the new engine packages:  Willie requests that we need information soon on the life span of the engines, since the numbers will be used to set FOR rates.  There is some discussion as to the reliable life of the package, and whether to use the BLM life span.  Page has an email into the BLM representative to determine what they are using for lifespan and what they are currently depreciating their vehicles to, since they have a waiver for FEPP.

These numbers will not apply since the Forest Service does not have a waiver, but it would be useful if we do indeed get a waiver in the future.

Waiver:  Willie would like to sit down with Dave Clement and Jim Krugman to discuss the waiver and draft a letter and submit it to the W.O.  

Another conference call?  Yes, to lay out items to be discussed for the fall meeting.  Fall meeting will be around the same time as the Fall FMO conference.  Date/Time of the next conference call is tentatively scheduled for October 27, 2004 @ 14:00.

