
Old Flames Revisited
Fire in the wildland can be either 
beneficial or destructive, and some-
times both. It all depends on where, 
what and how it is burning. Fire is a 
natural event. The climatic pattern 
of spring drought followed by sum-
mer lightning storms has persisted 
for thousands of years in the south-
west. These summer lightning storms 
ignited fires that burned unchecked 
across our landscapes. These fires de-
termined the composition, structure 
and natural processes, which make 
up the western forests.

During the 1980's, scientific research 
was revealing the important role of 
fire in the environment while drought 
induced wildfires raged in an unnat-
ural and uncontrolled manner. Data 
collected during fires, like those that 
burned in Yellowstone National Park, 
opened new avenues of research and 
helped build a knowledge base of 
predicting extreme fire behavior. We 
know from experiences with the Buf-
falo Creek Fire of 1996, the Snaking 
Fire of 2002 and the Hayman Fire of 
2002, that the structure of our forests 
has changed.

All of the above fires, except Yellow-
stone, were on the Pike National For-
est. We have large concentrations of 
combustible material (fuel). Histori-
cally, frequent low to moderate in-
tensity fires burned throughout both 
the Continental Divide and Sangre 
De Cristo mountain ranges. Most of 
these fires were caused by lightning, 
extinguished themselves naturally, 
and reduced the level of combustible 
forest fuels at regular intervals. Since 
the early 1900's, fuels have been al-
lowed to build up to levels that can 
result in major catastrophic fires. 
If the forest is not allowed to do its 
"housekeeping" with fire, the inevi-
table consequence is higher intensity 
fires that are harder (and sometimes 
impossible) to control. 

Decisions about fire management 
strategies are based on a multitude of 
concerns including safety of firefight-
ers and the public, how fire might be-
have, air quality, vegetation, weather, 
funding, protection of property, cost 
efficiency, public sentiment and dam-
age or benefit to the environment. We 
choose the most appropriate manage-
ment response, based on the above 
concerns, when a fire occurs.
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Prescribed (RX) Fire

Fire Management Specialists may prescribe 
fire to treat the forest in much the same way 
a doctor prescribes medicine to treat a per-
son. When a doctor prescribes medicine, 
it is under very specific conditions that the 
medicine is taken. When a prescribed burn 
is implemented, it is conducted under very 
specific parameters, which are identified in 
a detailed burn plan that was developed as a 
result of years of planning.

The burn plan provides guidelines for what 
objectives are desired, when and where to 
burn, under what conditions to burn,  ac-
ceptable fire behavior, contingency plans for 
fire control, smoke management and public 
concerns. Also identified is the organization 
which will be involved in the implementa-
tion of the burn and each person’s role on 
the burn. 

Daily weather con-
ditions play a key 
role in whether a 
burn can be accom-
plished or not. This 
is one reason why 
prescribed burns get 
cancelled and why 

it is commonly difficult to predict the ex-
act day a burn will be implemented.  Fire 
managers evaluate conditions and forecast-
ed weather to make the best decision as to 
when to burn.

Planned Prescribed (RX) 
Fire Events

Cimarron RD	           620-697-4621

•	 Interstate			   300Acres

•	 Cimarron Slash Piles	 35 Acres

Comanche RD 	          719-523-6591

•	 Comanche Piles		  12 Acres

For Up to Date Information follow 
us on twitter!

Go to www.twitter.com/PSICC_NF

Create a free twitter account and ....
Follow us @PSICC_NF

Use the following hashtags 
for prescribed (RX) fire 
information :

#InterstateRX
#CimarronRDPiles
#CommancheRDPiles

http://www.twitter.com/PSICC_NF

