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CRAIG INTERAGENCY DAILY INFORMATION BRIEFING 
Date:  9/26/2016 

Briefing Time:10:15 

Agency Duty Officer 
     
 Forest Service NPS BLM/FWS Craig Dispatch 
 

Name Thompson Bundshuh Michels Janota 

Staffing 
Times 

0900-1730 
Mon-Fri 

0900-1730 
0900-1730 0730-1800 

 

Today's Forecasted Fire Danger Ratings 
      Level North Zone East Zone South Zone Regional National 

Adjective Rating L* M* M* 
 

N/A 
 

N/A 

Preparedness III* III* III* II II 

Dispatch/Response Levels M* M* M* N/A N/A 

Step-up NWCFMU None None None N/A N/A 

Fire Situation 0 0 0   
 *Duty officer adjusted – Server down so unable to run “plinko chart” 

 

PROGNOSIS: 
.DISCUSSION...HIGH PRESSURE POSITIONED OVER THE WESTERN UNITED 

STATES WILL PROVIDE DRY WEATHER AND A WARMING TREND FOR THE FIRE 

DISTRICT THROUGH AT LEAST TUESDAY. MONSOON MOISTURE REMAINS ON 

TRACK TO BEGIN TO PUSH INTO EASTERN UTAH AND WESTERN COLORADO ON 

TUESDAY EVENING. THIS MOISTURE WILL SET THE STAGE FOR THE 

POTENTIAL FOR SHOWERS AND THUNDERSTORMS DURING THE SECOND HALF OF THE 

WORK WEEK. 

 

North Zone-Forecast Area (200) 
.TODAY... 

SKY/WEATHER.........SUNNY (0-10%). 

MAX TEMPERATURE.....62-72 F NEAR 6000 FEET 

                    56-66 F NEAR 8000 FEET. 

MIN HUMIDITY........22-32% NEAR 6000 FEET 

                    28-38% NEAR 8000 FEET. 

20-FOOT WINDS.......DOWNSLOPE/DOWNVALLEY 3 TO 6 MPH BECOMING 

                    UPSLOPE/UPVALLEY 4 TO 8 MPH BY 1100. 

CWR.................0 PERCENT. 

LAL.................1. 

HAINES INDEX........2 VERY LOW. 

15K FT MSL WINDS....NORTH 10 TO 15 MPH. 

MIXING HEIGHT.......2500 FT AGL UNTIL 1100...THEN 6500 FT AGL. 

TRANSPORT WINDS.....LIGHT WINDS UNTIL 1200...THEN WEST 5 MPH. 

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/status/location-report.php
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/OBS_Indices.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/OBS_Indices.pdf
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/predictive/fuels_fire_danger/plinko_DispatchandPrepardeness_Level%20final1_2.html
http://199.141.1.20/7day/action/forecast/9%23tabs-5
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/predictive/intelligence/crcsit.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/maf/version.php?format=txt&product=FWF&site=GJT&issuedby=GJT&ugc=COZ200
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/maf/version.php?format=txt&product=FWF&site=GJT&issuedby=GJT&ugc=COZ200
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SMOKE DISPERSAL.....POOR. 

 

Routt Zone-Forecast East Zone (201) 
.TODAY... 

SKY/WEATHER.........SUNNY (0-10%). 

MAX TEMPERATURE.....59-69 F. 

MIN HUMIDITY........20-30%. 

20-FOOT WINDS.......DOWNSLOPE/DOWNVALLEY 3 TO 6 MPH BECOMING 

                    UPSLOPE/UPVALLEY 4 TO 8 MPH BY 1100. 

CWR.................0 PERCENT. 

LAL.................1. 

HAINES INDEX........3 VERY LOW. 

15K FT MSL WINDS....NORTHWEST 10 TO 15 MPH. 

MIXING HEIGHT.......2500 FT AGL UNTIL 1100...THEN 7500 FT AGL. 

TRANSPORT WINDS.....NORTH 5 MPH UNTIL 1200...THEN NORTHWEST. 

SMOKE DISPERSAL.....POOR. 

 

 
South Zone-Forecast Zone (202) 
.TODAY... 

SKY/WEATHER.........SUNNY (0-10%). 

MAX TEMPERATURE.....61-71 F NEAR 6000 FEET 

                    55-65 F NEAR 8000 FEET. 

MIN HUMIDITY........22-32%. 

20-FOOT WINDS.......DOWNSLOPE/DOWNVALLEY 3 TO 6 MPH BECOMING 

                    UPSLOPE/UPVALLEY 4 TO 8 MPH BY 1100. 

CWR.................0 PERCENT. 

LAL.................1. 

HAINES INDEX........3 VERY LOW. 

15K FT MSL WINDS....NORTHWEST 10 TO 15 MPH. 

MIXING HEIGHT.......3000 FT AGL UNTIL 1200...THEN 6500 FT AGL. 

TRANSPORT WINDS.....LIGHT WINDS UNTIL 1200...THEN NORTHWEST 5 MPH. 

SMOKE DISPERSAL.....POOR. 

 
 

 

Yesterday’s Low RH: North RM 20: 25-38% South RM 25: 27-41% East RM 21:  15-41% 

 

Overnight RH Recovery: 
 

North RM 20: 77-100% 
 

South RM 25: 
 

68-98% 
 

East RM 21:  75-100% 

 

Precipitation (24 Hr.): 0 0 0-0.03 (Deadhorse) 

    

 

  

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/maf/version.php?format=txt&product=FWF&site=GJT&issuedby=GJT&ugc=COZ201
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/maf/version.php?format=txt&product=FWF&site=GJT&issuedby=GJT&ugc=COZ202
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?rawsflag=2&state=CO&type=&orderby=n&day1=31&month1=8&year1=2016&hour1=14&refrsh=0&timeobs=12
http://raws.wrh.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/roman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?state=BOUfwz&amp;rawsflag=2
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?rawsflag=2&state=CO&type=&orderby=n&day1=31&month1=8&year1=2016&hour1=14&refrsh=0&timeobs=12
http://raws.wrh.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/roman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?state=BOUfwz&amp;rawsflag=2
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?rawsflag=2&state=CO&type=&orderby=n&day1=31&month1=8&year1=2016&hour1=14&refrsh=0&timeobs=12
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FUELS:  

Low elevation: Grasses are all cured in the west. Live Fuel Moistures in the sagebrush average 95%, 1000 Hour fuel 
moisture averaging 5% have reached critical levels. The Pinyon average is 97% Juniper is averaging 96% which are above 
normal levels for this time of year across the western Zones. Recent winds and warmer temperatures are allowing the fuels 
to wick off moisture and dry out rapidly as evident by the large decrease in the moisture readings in the sage and 1,000 hr 
fuels. The forecast for this week calls for an increase in temperatures and a decrease in moisture for the area starting on 
Monday. 
Fuels are dry and receptive to any ignition source. The western portion of the unit has been experiencing holdover lightning 
fires in the PJ and this may be expected up to five days after a storm. 
 

High elevation: Fuels and fire behavior observations in the higher elevation areas of the Routt have been varied, with the 

majority of the observations coming from the Beaver Creek Fire. Firefighters can expect extreme fire behavior in timber 

stands with a dead component of 30% or greater during peak burn hours. 

Beetle Kill Lodge Pole Pine Snags interspersed with Mixed Conifer have a strong potential to host a “fuels” driven fire with 

potential for spotting distances up to ½ mile in places dependent on wind. Once established, fire burning in the Beetle Kill 

will have the potential to produce impressive radiant heat. This radiant heat “micro climate” has been observed to have 

significant effects on adjacent fuel moistures up to ¼ mile in all directions of the fire. Green Willow in standing water has 

been observed burning and backing into the wind across beaver sloughs. This indicates that firefighters should be hesitant to 

utilize natural fuel type shifts as barriers to fire during periods of intense fire growth in the Beetle Kill. As always, a proper 

risk assessment prior to engaging any high elevation initial response fire should be your priority. Firefighters are encouraged 

to consider indirect tactics to minimize exposure to falling snags. Point or Zone Protection tactics, in conjunction with 

evaluating values at risk should be considered if there is potential for IA Fires to have significant growth. The winter and 

spring moisture was heavy this year. Snow has all but melted off at the higher elevations, and spring rainfall caused green up 

in most high elevation areas. However, recent lack of rain and the absence of our traditional monsoonal rain patterns is 

having a drying effect on lighter fuels. Heavy thousand hour fuels, especially beetle kill stands, are exhibiting low fuel 

moistures with high potential for fire growth. Live fuel tree species were able to effectively green up, however if intermixed 

with the dead component they will carry fire. 

 
FIRE BEHAVIOR:  

Low elevation: Recent warm and windy weather has dried the fuels enough to allow for sustained fire spread and increased 

spotting distances. This has been demonstrated by the Blair fire recently with spotting up to ¼ mile in pinyon and juniper. 

Expect fires to spread in the fine fuels and sagebrush. Juniper is more receptive to fire than pinyon at this point but 

both will sustain a crown run when enough wind is present and spot into the 1,000 hour fuels. Currently larger fire 

spread is dependent on slope or winds greater than 10 mph and will sustain spread into the night as long as the 

winds persist. Even after an area receives precipitation, fires in the grass could spread to 10 plus acres if driven by 

wind. Fires are exhibiting the behaviors that are expected for this time of year when the fine fuels and fuel 

moisture in the grasses are cured. Day time temperatures have lowered and are expected to be this way through the 

rest of the week as a result of monsoonal moisture. The forecast for next week is predicting temperatures to 

increase which will allow the fuels to dry and increase fire behavior and the potential for fire growth. Maintain 

situational awareness on all fires and do not get caught off guard. 
High elevation: See description above listed under Fuels 
 

ALWAYS CONSIDER FIREFIGHTER SAFETY BEFORE DEVELOPING SUPPRESSION TACTICS IN THIS 

ENVIRONMENT! 
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Zone Sage Pinion Juniper P Pine Spruce Fir LP Pine Oak 1000 Hr. 

South Zone 81 -13 102 +1 84 -4      5 +2 

North Zone 76 -7 102 -9 82 -5 113 -16     5 -1 

Dino NM 119 +1  103 +25      7 +1 

Routt 

Zone 107 +27    102 -24 118 -1 107 -1  7 -2 

Beaver Creek 169 +15     95 107 +10  11 +2.5 

 

Fuel Moisture Samples: N. Zone 08/30, S. Zone 8/20, Dino 9/12, Routt 7/16, Beaver Cr. 7/13 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** 

Reflects a one month change 

 
 

 

RESOURCE STATUS: Refer to the Craig Interagency Dispatch Center Daily Resource Status Page at: 

 

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/status/location-report.p 
 

ERC Charts 

North Zone RM10 

 
 

  

http://www.wfas.net/index.php/national-fuel-moisture-database-moisture-drought-103
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2crc/status/location-report.php
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_10.htm
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South Zone RM14 

 
East Zone RM11 

http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_14.htm
http://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/predictive/erc_10_100_1000_11.htm
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Lightning Map Last 24 hours 

 

 


