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Preface  

Statistics used in the RMA report are gathered from the Fire and Aviation Management Web Applications 

(FAMWEB) system, https://fam.nwcg.gov/fam -web/  which includes the Situation Report and Incident Status 

Summary (ICS -209) programs. Other sources also used in this document are Previous Rocky Mountain Area 

Coordination Center (RMACC) annual re ports and unit dispatch center a nnual reports thru the use of agency specific 

local fire r eports. The statistics given are intended to provide a Rocky Mount ain Area wide  perspective of annual fire 

activity, but may not reflect official figures for a specific agency or repr esented dispatch office.  

Resource mobilization statistics used in this report were gathered from the Resource Order Ordering and Status 

System (ROSS) th ru the use of the Cognos reporting application, which tracks tactical, logistical, service and support 

resources mobilized by the Rocky Mountain and National incident dispatch coordination system. For agency-specific  

details or official numbers contact the  individual agency or represented dispatch office.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://fam.nwcg.gov/fam-web/


 

Rocky Mountain Area and Coordination Center 2017 Annual Report  

(2) 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

  Page Number 

 

Seasonal Narrative  3

  

Interagency Fire Statistics     4 
This section includes tables, graphs and charts of fires and acres burned by cause, by agency 

and by st ate during the 2017 season, as well as 5 and 10 year comparisons.  The statistics in 

this report are taken from RMA Dispatch Center Annual Reports for Federal Agencies and 

from reports submitted to the USFS Region 2 Office, State and Private Forestry Staff  by 

each of the 5 RMA states for State Agencies.  

 

RMA Large Incident Summary  10 
This section includes tables and charts of all large incidents reported to the Rocky Mountain 

Coordination Center on an ICS -209.  

 

Resources 15 
This section includes tables and graphs of resources, both RMA resources and resources 

brought into the RMA during the 2017 season, as well as a 5 year comparison. 

 

Incident Management Teams  17 
This s ection includes a table of the 4  òhomeó RMA Incident Management Team and Area 

Command assignments and a table of all Incident , National Incident Management Organization s 

that visited the RMA on assignments during the 2017 season. 

 

Aviation  19 
This section includes tables, charts and graphs of tactical aviation resource orders, RMA 

contract hel icopter assignments, RMA òhomeó contract Airtanker operations, and Airtanker 

and Reload base operations.  These statistics were gathered by the Rocky Mountain Area Co -

ord ination Center and RMA Dispatch Centers.  

 

Handcrews 21 
This section includes tables su mmarizing òhomeó RMA Type 1 handcrewsõ assignments, òhomeó 

RMA Type 2 handcrewsõ assignments, and the RMA assignments of òvisitingó Type 1 and Type 2 

and Type 2IA handcrews.  

 

Appendix  
This section includes tables of 10 year RMA fire statistics broken down by year and agency, 

2017 RMA Large Incidents by State, RMA Resource Movement breakdown for 2017, and a 5 

year RMA Resource Comparison by year and agency.  

 

 
 



 

Rocky Mountain Area and Coordination Center 2017 Annual Report  

(3) 

 

SEASONAL NARRATIVE  
 

The 2017 fire  season had exceptional fine fuel loading of annual grasses correl ated with  significant frost kill in the brush fuels from a late spring 

freeze. Lower elevation fires encroached into late winter and early spring alongside periods of unusual heat and dryness. The number  of fires in 

2017 was 15% above the 10 -year average ( 200 7 ð 2016) and the  number of acres burned in the RMA during 2017 was 36% above the 10 - year 

average. Overall, the  RMA (Rocky Mountain Area)  experienced an average fire season in 2017 for number o f fires  and acres burned . 

 

The RMA had 16,117 fires that bu rned 888,269  acres. 102 significant  fires were reported  (ICS -209)  in the RMA that burned 250 ,175 acres.  One 

Type 1 (IMTs) and eleven  Type 2 (IMT s) were  assigned to incidents  in the RMA  for  2017. RMA IMT Type 1 Pechota responded to Puerto Rico and 

the U.S.  Virgin Islands to assist in the response to the devastation caused by Hurricane Maria in late October.  Crews and overhead responded to 

several out - of  area assignments including  Arizona, Montana, Pacific Northwest and California . The RMA Multi Agency Coor dinating (MAC) Group, 

which sets large fire priorities  and makes key decisions about allocating the  use of critical resources  for the RMA,  was never activated. The RMA 

reached preparedness level 3  for eleven days during the month of July , as the RMA Tactic al Group determined  the need for movement and  

resource preposition  for most of the summer . The RMA never reached PL 4-5 in 2017. 

 

After a cooler than average start during th e early portion of winter 2017, temperatures shifted into a significantly warmer th an average regime 

for much of the winter through early spring. Precipitation and especially mountain snowpack was above average overall for the  RMA despite the 

warmer than average winter -early spring period. However, a very dry period during late January i nto early March occurred across Kansas, along 

with breezy -windy conditions at times. Another notable exception was across the Black Hills where the warmer than average conditions redu ced 

snowpack to well below average during the late winter/early spring pe riod, and with spring runoff occurring nearly a month ahead of schedule. Later 

in the spring the temperature regime transitioned to average in April, and cooler than average during May.  

 

During this milder and cooler spring period, precipitation was avera ge to above average across a large portion of the RMA, except a significant dry 

signal across western Colorado, although mountain snowpack remained well above average  through May. During the core fire sea son months of June 

through August temperatures got off to a very warm start in June and to a lesser degree in July, then in August a cooler than average weather 

pattern developed, especially east of the continental divide. Along with the warmth in June there were large areas of precipi tation deficits west of 

the continental, and to a lesser extent Nebraska and southern South Dakota. Precipitation in July and August was overall char acterized by an 

active southwest monsoon and resultant average to wetter than average totals.  

 

Temperatures during the fall mon ths were near average across the RMA, although a very warm trend developed during November into December. 

After September and despite areas of early season snowfall, precipitation deficits gradually became more extensive across the  RMA, and by 

November int o December,  extreme deficits evolved across southern portions of the RMA . 

 

The RMAõs first incident as reported on the ICS -209 to the Rocky Mountain  Area  Coordination Center (RM ACC) was on January 18th .  

The 2,300 acre 2017-00000869  fire in central Kansas was the beginning to another historical Kansas fire season. The 2017 fire season was the 

perfect storm with  a combination of heavy fine fuel loads , hot and dry air,  and windy conditions  intensified the flames of wildfires throughout 

parts of the Oklahoma p anhandle, northern Texas, and western Kansas during March. T he Starbuck fire that burned  into  Kansas from Oklahoma, 

which total ed over 400,000 acres, was the largest in Kansas history.   

 

Colorado contributed to the majority of the fires and acres for the R MA in 2017. RMA IMT Type 2 Greer  mobilized to five different incidents in 

Colorado, including the lightning caused Peekaboo fire north west of Maybell .  Rugged terrain and very dr y fuels allowed the fire to establish itself  

in the pinion ðjuniper , as spotti ng and short crown runs  were common in the afternoon . Crews continued to secure control lines as several large air 

tankers, including two Colorado National Guard helicopters supported ground resources . The IMT2 focused on engaging the fire where it was saf e 

and where they would have a high est  probability of success towards containment .  

 

On Ju ly 3rd , RMA IMT  Type 2 Esperance mobilized to the lightning caused Keystone Fire west of Albany, WY on the Medicine Bow NF. At the 

outset, t he fire quickly grew in decadent timber threatening multiple communities, campers and campgrounds.  Hand crews and heavy logging 

equipment continued to clear dead and down trees along with burnout operations. The fire burned in lodgepole pine with a fi r understory in an area 

of the f orest that was heavily impacted by the mountain pine beetle epidemic . Point protection strategies were used as the incident required 

comprehensive long term - planning based on the  projected  duration.   

 

Wyoming recorded an above -average number of wildfires in 2017 but the state escaped the devastating fires  that overwhelmed other western 

states. Most of Wyoming fires  were quickly contained because of swift and efficient  initial response, well-timed moisture  and minimal wind events 

to help the fires grow . Yellowstone National Park recorded only eight fires with minimal acreage in  2017. 

 

The Legion Lake Fire that burned over 54,000 acres in the Southern Black Hills of South Dakota  had challenges f inding enough firefighting 

resources in December. Six days of fir e and smoke, snow in the area helped slow down the spread. The Legion Lake Fire was the third -largest 

wildfire in recent  Black Hills history. The largest, the Jasper Fire  in 2000 burned more than 80,000 acres.  

 

The 2017 Fire Season saw the return of Califo rnia Fall Wildfires, which included the Tubbs Fire that burned the most structures (5,000+) in 

history and the equally important the Thomas Fire with the most acres in California history. The 10 million acres burned nationally was the second 

most since the  National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, ID began recording totals across the U.S. 2017 ranked higher in number of acres bu rned 

compared to the National 10 -year average  as the  Great  Basin Area led the nation with over 2.1 million acres burned  in 2017. 
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I NTERAGENCY FIRE STATISTICS: 2017  WILDLAND FIRE ACTIVITY BY CAUS E 

The following table shows, by cause, the number of fires and acres burned for each of the agencies within the RMA.  Federal a nd Non-federal 

are listed individually, and within each Federal agency the fire and acres are further broken down by the state in which the federal fire 

occurred.  What this means is that a fire that occurred on BIA land in Colorado will only be listed in the BIA -CO row below; it will not  be 

included in the States -CO row.  The State figures represent all Non -federal fires and acres in the respective states as reported to the USFS 

Regional Officeõs State and Private Forestry staff. 

Agency State  
HUMAN  LIGHTNING  WFU*  TOTAL  

Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acre s 

                    
BIA  CO 26 18 62 219     88 237  
  KS 16 424  0 0     16 424  
 ND+ 91 284  15 45     106 329  
  NE 4 1,145 0 0     4 1,145 
  SD+ 544  8,474  43 841     587  9,315 
  WY 95 358  10 14     105 372  
Total    776  10,703  130  1,119      906  11,82 2 
                    
BLM CO 64 21,916 183 16,476     247  38,392  
  SD 2 6 2 333      4 339  
  WY 53 4,483  62 15,558     115 20,041 
Total    119  26,405  247  32,367      366  58,772  
                    
FWS CO 3 0 1 1     4 1 
  KS 5 196 0 0     5 196 
 ND+ 0 0 0 0     0 0 
  NE 2 132 0 0     2 132 
  SD+ 1 83 0 0     1 83 
  WY 2 1 0 0     2 1 
Total    13 412  1 1     14 413  

                    
NPS CO 7 102 14 222      21 324  
  KS 0 0 0 0     0 0 
 MT + 1 0 1 14     2 14 
  NE 1 1 0 0     1 1 
  SD 2 2 2 2135     4 2137 
  WY 4 0 3 0     7 0 
Total    15 105  20 2,371      35 2,476  
                  
USFS CO 170 1,857 105 7,161     275  9,018 
  KS 2 9 0 0     2 9 
  NE 7 580  20 367      27 947  
  SD 28 37 73 183     101 220  
  WY 43 3,684  24 4,170     67 7,854  
Total    250  6,167  222  11,881      472  18,048  
                  
States  CO 5,148 48,212 250  14,970     5,398  63,182 
  KS 5,725  429,595  131 3,837      5,856  433,432  
  NE 1,290 26,088  132 1,070     1,422 27,158 
  SD 635  56,861 176 3,352      811 60,213 
  WY 618 12,268 214 200,354      832  212,622  
Total    13,416  573,024  903  223,583      14,319  796,607  
                  Other                 
DOD CO 3 130 0 0     3 130 
BOR++ WY 2 1 0 0     2 1 
Total    5 131  0 0     5 131  
          
RMA TOTAL    14,594  616,94 7 1,523  271,322      16,117  888,269  
+

One BIA unit stretches from SD to ND and in this report, except for large fire information; fire figures are included in BIA SD numbers.  There are also 2 FWS refuges that 

are located in ND  with  Bighorn Canyon NRA expanding from N . WY into MT + (MT -BIP)  are the responsibility of the RMA. Again, except for large fire information, in this report 

the numbers for these 3 units are included in FWS SD  and NPS MT figures.  ++2017 Other  Column: Bureau of Reclamation WY -WAAL    
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2017  WILDLAND FIRE ACTIVITY BY CAUSE and BY INDIVIDUAL AGENCY WITHIN THE RMA  

The following table shows, by cause, the number of fires and acres burned for each of the agencies within the RMA.  

Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are listed individuall y.  What this means is that a fire that occurred on BIA 

land in Colorado will only be represented in the BIA row below; it will not  be included in the Colorado row.  The State 

figures represent all Non -federal fires and acres in the respective state as rep orted to the USFS Regional Officeõs 

State and Private Forestry staff.  

 

Agency Type  Agency 
HUMAN  LIGHTNING  WFU*  TOTAL  

Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  

          

FEDERAL BIA  776  10,703 130 1,119 0 0 906  11,822 

 BLM 119 26,405  247  32,367  0 0 366  58,772  

 FWS 13 412 1 1 0 0 14 413 

 NPS 15 105 20 2,371 0 0 35 2,476  

 USFS 250  6,167 222  11,881 0 0 472  18,048 

STATE  CO 5,148 48,212 250  14,970 0 0 5,398  63,182 

 KS 5,725  429,595  131 3,837  0 0 5,856  433,432  

 NE 1,290 26,088  132 1,070 0 0 1,422 27,158 

 SD 635  56,861 176 3,352  0 0 811 60,213 

 WY 618 12,268 214 200,354  0 0 832  212,622  

OTHERĀ OTHER 5 131 0 0 0 0 5 131 

          

RMA TOTAL   14,594  616,947  1,523  271,322  0 0 16,117  888,269  
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2017  WILDLAND FIRE ACTIVITY BY CAUSE and BY CAUSE WITHIN EACH RMA AGENCY  

 

The two following pie charts illustrate, by cause, the percentage of fires and the percentage of acres burned within  

the entire RMA.  The pie charts include both Federal and Non -federal fires and  acres in the cause percentages.  

 

  

The two following bar graphs illustrate, by cause, the number of fires and acres burned for each of the agencies within 

the RMA.  Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are represented individually.  What this means  is that a fire that 

occurred on BIA land in Colorado will only be represented in the BIA bar below; it will not  be included in the Colorado 

bar.  The State fires and acres represent all Non -federal fires and acres in the respective state as reported to th e 

USFS Regional Officeõs State and Private Forestry staff. 
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2017  WILDLAND FIRE ACTIVITY BY CAUSE  

COMBINING FEDERAL AND NON - FEDERAL AGENCIES WITHIN EACH STATE  

The following table shows, by cause, the number of fires and acres burned within each  of the five states of the RMA.  

Both Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are included in state totals.  

 

 

 

 

 

State  
HUMAN  LIGHTNING  WFU*  TOTAL  

Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  Fires  Acres  

                  
CO 5,421 72,235  615 39,049  0 0 6,036  111,284 

KS 5,750  430,225  131 3,837  0 0 5,881 434,062  

NE 1,304 27,946  152 1,437 0 0 1,456 29,383  

SD+ 1,303 65,747  311 6,889  0 0 1,614 72,636  

WY 816 20,794  314 220,110 0 0 1,130 240,904  

                  
RMA TOTAL  14,594  616,947  1,523  271,322  0 0 16,117  888,269  

 

The two following pie charts illustrate the percentage of fires and percentage of acreage burned within each of the 

five states that comprise the RMA.  Both Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are included in state percentages.  

  

The two following bar graphs illustrate, by cause, the number of fires and acres burned within each of the five states 

that comprise the RMA.  Both Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are included in state totals.  

  

+
One BIA unit stretches from SD to ND an d in this report, except for large fire information; fire figures are included in BIA SD numbers.  There are also 2 FWS refug es that are 

located in ND with  Bighorn Canyon NRA expanding from N. WY into MT are the responsibility of the RMA. Yet again, except  for large fire information, in this report the numbers for 

these 3 units are included in FWS SD and NPS MT figures.  
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5 Y EAR RMA AVERAGES BY AGENCY (2012 ð 2016 ) 

 

The following table shows the average number of fires and acres burned for each of the ag encies within the RMA 

over the past 5 years, not including the 2017  data .  The pie charts below the table show the 5 year average       

percentages of fires and acres burned by agency.  Federal and Non -federal fires and acres are listed individually.  

What  this means is that a fire that occurred on BIA land in Colorado will only be represented in the BIA row and 

pie slice below; it will not  be included in the Colorado row or pie slice.  The State figures represent all Non -federal 

fires and acres in the resp ective state as reported to the USFS Regional Officeõs State and Private Forestry 

staff.  See the Appendix for a breakdown of the last 10 years of RMA fire statistics by individual year and agency.  

         

   Agency 
5 Yr Avg  

Fires  

5 Yr Avg  

Acres  
   

            

   BIA  953  45,389     

   BLM 443  26,591    

   FWS  23 1,435    

   NPS 33 3,466     

   USFS 476  100,893     

   CO 4,023  84,129    

   KS 7,098  138,951    

   NE 820  120,003     

   SD 759  57,152    

   WY 476  139,091    

   Other  7 8,788     

            

   
RMA 5 Yr  

AVG 
15,111  725,888     

  
 


