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A. Night Water Dropping Missions Criteria
1. One of the following conditions must exist before night water dropping missions can be performed:
a. Lives are/or will be threatened
b. Structures are/or will be threatened
c. Resources of significant economic value are/or will be threatened
d. Excessively high suppression cost will be prevented.

B. Determining the Appropriateness of Night Time Aerial Firefighting Operations

1. The following are factors to consider by the Incident Commander in determining if night time aerial firefighting operations will be advantageous to their needs:

· Meets one or more of the Firescope and US Forest Service Criteria.
· Ability to provide necessary oversight.
· Forest Service contract aircraft are only available for 5 flight hours.
· IC should order and plan for night missions as early as possible.
· Chief Officer(s) or Incident Commander (IC) is responsible for communicating with the Forest Duty Chief on the status of incident requiring night time aerial firefighting.
· Contact or notifications made to Forest Aviation Officer via LPCC.
· When ordering a helicopter for night flying operations, specifically state so when placing the order.  
· Pilots In Command (PIC) shall evaluate the safety of all night time aerial firefighting missions and make operational determination.
· Chief Officer(s) are responsible for following these guidelines when evaluating a request by another agency to utilize USFS helicopter for night time aerial firefighting.
· An agency representative should be dispatched to any incident outside of the congressional boundary and remain at the command post while the agency is utilizing the Forest Service helicopter for night time aerial firefighting.
· Weather, fire behavior at night, smoke inversions, and duty limitations are all factors to consider feasibility of safe night operations.
· Production rates during daytime operations can be estimated at 8- 10 drops per hour. Night operations can be estimated at 3-4 per hour (depending on proximity to water sources).  Incident command personnel should be aware of these lower production rates.
· The initial and extended attack checklist will be completed prior to operations commencing.  
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· Make the decision to utilize night helicopter operations based on the 4 Firescope criteria.
· IC notifies LPCC and Los Padres Forest Duty Officer.  
· Contact or notifications made to Forest Aviation Officer via LPCC.
· Order night-time aerial supervision when activating night-time helicopter operations.
· All Known Hazards will be relayed to the ECC when requesting night time aerial firefighting operations.
· Determine appropriate night time fill location.  (only approved hydrant fill)
· Request the closet engine to establish the helispot, if no hydrant source.  (Only pre-designated and approved night helispots and airports will be utilized for intial attack water-fill operations)

· Contact is made via LPCC to helicopter manager of the responding helicopter prior to dispatch to relay incident information and establish flight following.  
· The assigned helicopter will respond to the incident and evaluate the ability to safely engage in night time aerial firefight operations.
· Pilots will not be expected to fly at night in terrain that they are not intimately familiar with due to unseen hazards.  
· The pilot makes the final determination on mission feasibility. 
(wires, towers, mountainous terrain, obstructions, etc.)
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· Aerial firefighting operations may continue beyond Federal and State agency official daylight cutoff times and after other inter-agency aircraft are grounded.
· Make the decision to utilize night helicopter operations based on the 4 Firescope criteria.
· IC notifies LPCC and Los Padres Forest Duty Officer.  
· Contact or notifications made to Forest Aviation Officer via LPCC.
· Order night-time aerial supervision when activating night-time helicopter operations.
· All Known Hazards will be relayed to the ECC when requesting night time aerial firefighting operations.
· Determine appropriate night time fill location.  (only approved hydrant fill)
· Request the closet engine to establish the helispot, if no hydrant source.
· (Only pre-designated and approved night helispots and airports will be utilized for intial attack water-fill operations)
· Contact is made via LPCC to helicopter manager of the responding helicopter prior to dispatch to relay incident information and establish flight following.  
· The assigned helicopter will evaluate the ability to safely engage in night firefight operations.
· The pilot makes the final determination on mission feasibility. (wires, towers, mountainous terrain, obstructions, etc.)




