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LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST 
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LOCAL ORGANIZATION
Fire Management on the Los Padres National Forest:

	NAME
	POSITION
	CELL PHONE
	OFFICE PHONE

	Carrie Landon
	Forest FMO
	(805) 798-3521
	(805) 961-5741

	James Harris
	Deputy Forest FMO
	(805) 886-6142
	(805) 961-5722

	Mark Nunez
	Forest Air Tactical  Officer
	(805) 895-6620
	(805) 937-5059 ext. 207

	Andrea Helming
	SM Airbase Manager
	(805) 722-2508
	(805) 937-5059 ext. 210

	Linda Lowe
	LPCC Manager
	(805) 441-2160
	(805) 938-9142 ext. 220

	LPCC
	Communications Center
	(805) 961-5727
	(805) 938-9142 ext. 212


The Santa Maria Air Tanker Base is located on Santa Maria Public Airport at:

N34 53.56 x W 120 27.26. The elevation is 261 feet. 
The address of the base is: 1211 Citation Ct, Santa Maria, CA 93455 (805) 937-5059.
The local air attacks are: Los Padres National Forest is AA 07 from Santa Maria AA Base, and Cal Fire is AA 340 from Paso Robles AA Base.
Frequencies
AIRFIELD AND BASE COMMUNICATIONS

FAA FREQUENCIES


ATIS 121.15



CLEARANCE N/A



GROUND 121.9



TOWER 118.3 (0600 to 2000)


LOS PADRES AIRBASE FREQUENCIES


RAMP 123.975



FOREST F1 170.4625


FOREST F2 Tx:164.9125  Rx: 170.4625 Tone: 11 or 12



AIR GUARD 168.625



SEE ATTACHED SPREADSHEET FOR AIR FREQUENCIES 2014



AIR TO GROUND (USFS INITIAL ATTACK) 167.4750 


AIR TACTICS 54 (USFS INITIAL ATTACK) 168.3125


CAL FIRE AIR TO GROUND 151.220



AIR TACTICS 4 (CAL FIRE INITIAL ATTACK) 151.280

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY DISPATCH (aka Control)



SBC DIRECT  153.770



SBC COMMAND 2  Tx: 154.995  Rx: 153.905  Tone: 12


VANDENBERG AFB  (“FRONTIER CONTROL”)   121.4

The tanker base ramp frequency is 123.975.  Ramp Communications are accomplished with portable VHF-AM radios.  Radios are a required item for the ramp manager and parking tenders.  If a natural resource agency or non fire agency is utilizing this frequency, a secondary VHF-AM frequency should be requested through dispatch.
SANTA MARIA AIR TANKER BASE SPECIFIC
Aircraft Payment Procedures
a.  Home Base Flight Time

Airtanker flight times are recorded from the take-off roll announced by the tanker and payment ceases when the airtanker returns to the pit and stops movement. Flight times are recorded using an atomic time clock. Flight time is converted from minutes to hundredths for payment. All aircraft time is agreed to at the end of the day by the 
captain and the Airbase Manager. A copy of each aircraft times are then faxed to the administrative COR base for entry in the ABS system, if ABS system is down may need to fax to 1-866-816-9232 at the end of the day for incident accruals.

b.  Alternate Base Flight Times 

This only applies if working a fire out of 2 or more air tanker Bases. If agreed to in advance, one base would enter all aircraft times.  Flight times are recorded at alternate bases, according to individual bases procedures.  The Air Base Manager will call the alternate base daily to either receive the information over the phone or by fax.  If at all possible the Base Manager shall talk to the Captain and confirm the times as sent from the alternate base.  The Administrative COR or designated Inspector and Captain of the Airtanker will mediate any discrepancies.

c.  Schedule For Submission of Flight User Reports

Flight Use Reports - FS-6500-122 (8/95) will be tabulated and completed on the 15th and end of the month utilizing the Aviation Business System (ABS).  The completion of the Cumulative Aircraft Use/Payment Summary -FS-6300-49 (3/84) will be attached to the individual flight use reports and forwarded on to the Albuquerque Service Center via ABS for verification. A copy of Cumulative Aircraft Use/Payment Summary will be available to the Contracting Officer in ABS.  The contractors will have access to review and approve the Flight Use Report and the Payment Summary in ABS.  Hard copies can be generated as 
Availability and Standby Requirements

Normal hours of standby during the summer months and during daylight savings time are from 0900 to 1800 hours.  This schedule provides 9 hours of availability as required in the contract specifications.  Aircraft and Crew are expected to be ready to commence operations at 0930 hours.  All pre-flight inspections shall be completed before this time, aircraft crewmembers commencing pre-flight inspection prior to 0930 hours shall be considered to be in duty status, hence, the duty day shall include the pre-flight time.  Pilots are responsible for maintaining records of all flight & duty time. 
Availability hours may be changed depending on current and expected fire conditions.   These changes may be made daily by the Contract Inspector and may be provided verbally or in writing.

Aircraft wash down procedure

Light Fixed wing Aircraft may use the designated Large Airtanker wash down area located available at pits 1-3. Wash water goes into a catch tank and is disposed without going into the storm drains. 
There is a government pressure washer available, talk to tanker base staff for access.  
Airport Noise Abatement 

There are no noise abatement procedures for Santa Maria Airport (SMX).
Dispatching Procedures

Airtanker crews and Air Attack pilots are initial attack crew and are expected to respond in the timeframes set down in the airtanker contracts and that are reiterated in the IATBOG.  The standard fifteen minute reaction time as per specific contracts will apply, unless delays are caused by: agency, Instrument Flight Rules (IFR), and other causes beyond pilot control.
All requests for the Air tankers and Air Attack within their respective Initial Attack Zones with the DPA shall be done by the Los Padres Communication Center.  Santa Barbara County Fire will dispatch the Air Attack aircraft on SRA lands within their jurisdiction.  


Los Padres Communication Center monitors 170.550 RX  169.900 TX, and monitors Air Dispatch, 168.625 RX 168.625 TX.


The Santa Maria Air Attack will be dispatched to all wildland incidents within the LPF DPA on the main division.  


The proper Cal Fire Air Attack will be requested for all wildland incidents on the Monterey District, within the LPF DPA.  The Santa Maria Air Attack will be assigned as relief Air Attack when requested and assume the lead Air Attack role from that point on.


The Santa Maria Air Attack will be assigned to all extended attack fires on the Los Padres, when available.   


The Santa Maria Air Tanker Base does not have the South Operations Intercom circuit installed yet.  Until the intercom is active, the Los Padres Communication Center will inform the tanker base of resource orders.  When the Intercom is active, Santa Maria Air Attack Base will monitor South Operations Intercom for requests of aircraft from the Los Padres. All dispatches are officially received from South Ops/Los Padres Communication Center.  Information will be provided from the Resource Order form, which will also be hard copy faxed.  This form does not contain the same information as the Tactical Fixed Wing Resource Order Form, hence information may be missing upon initial dispatch.  The base has the Computer Aided Navigation program to determine distance, bearing and VOR.  


Dispatches are received via the phone or intercom and the information is transferred to an Incident Information sheet.  This is in triplicate to allow the Air Tactical Group Supervisor, the Airtanker, and airbase to have a copy of the dispatch.  

Considering that this airport has a FAA tower, any cancellations prior to leaving the ramp area shall be accomplished and aircraft will be turned around.  In the cases where aircraft have received their clearance and have left the ramp the policy shall be that the aircraft will launch. Once they are beyond the sterile cockpit space of 5 miles, aircraft shall call the Air Attack Base on VHF 123.975 to confirm that the dispatch is still current.


The aircraft timekeeper shall determine the ETA of the aircraft to the plotted fire location and upon leaving the runway notify Los Padres Communication Center/South Ops of take-off time and estimated flight time arrival to the incident.  This will be accomplished using ETA charts developed for each aircraft assigned to the base, or by asking the Captain their time enroute.  This includes all dispatches to other agency fires. 

Jettison Area
The jettison area is located at N 34( 53 64   W 120( 27. 89. This is directly adjacent and parallel to runway 2/20. This runway and jettison area is northwest of the retardant plant in the field. The drop location would be east of runway 2/20 or adjacent to the tanker base ramp depending on wind conditions. Any use of the jettison area will require coordination with the tower for clearance to drop. The drops should be far enough from the runway to not drift. The predominant wind is from 270( to 280(. Additional drop sites may include any fire areas burned during the summer season.
Retardant Loading Procedures

Follow protocols set forth in the IATBOG. Chapter 4 Page 41.  
a. Only the Loading Crew, Ramp Manager, Parking Tender(s), Base Manager, Flight    

    Crews and other authorized personnel are permitted on the ramp during aircraft 
    operations.

b. During loading and fueling operations and prior to taxi, a visual safety check is to be 
    conducted by mixing, loading, and parking personnel.

c. The Retardant Loading Crew shall wear appropriate personal protective equipment as      

    outlined in OSHA 
    regulation, local base supplements and job hazard analysis.

d. Retardant loading with engines running shall NOT be permitted except when all       

    personnel involved have been trained in the hot-loading procedures and an appropriate 
    hot loading plan is included in the base supplement. 

Aircraft Fueling 

The Santa Maria Airport has one base operators lacated on the airport.  Central Coast Jet Center is located adjacent to and directly south of the retardant pits on the south side of the airport.  The current phone number is (805) 937-9300, ARINC 129.975.  This FBO has large capacity fuel tanks (20,000) and several large capacity service trucks.  Hours of operation are 0600- 2100.  If service is required before or after hours arrangements must be made. 
Concurrent Loading 
Santa Maria does have a concurrent loading/fueling plan that has been approved.  See the air tanker base manager and review the plan prior to requesting concurrent loading.
Fueling during an Operation
Upon learning of a sustained operation, notification to the Central Coast Jet Center to let them know of the fuel needs. During large operations fueling will not be accomplished in the loading areas unless, aircraft are on hold. Refueling and the loading of retardant will not be done simultaneously. All normal procedures as outlined in the FAR’S, Local county ordinances, company operations plans shall be followed when refueling aircraft.
Air Base Logistics
Santa Maria is a full service community with plenty of lodging, eating and recreational opportunities.  The Santa Maria Valley is nestled in the foothills of Santa Barbara County wine country. Located in the heart of California's Central Coast, here you will discover beautiful scenery, championship golf courses, national theater, bird watching, pristine beaches, performing arts, world famous barbecue, our succulent strawberries, nearby missions, hiking, festivals, family events, and award winning wineries located along the Foxen Canyon Wine Trail. 
The hospitality reference guide titled “LP Air Attack Base, Guide to Santa Maria” is located in the pilot ready room, Airbase Operations and Air Attack Supervisors Offices.  
Airport Security

The United States Forest Service, Los Padres National Forest, Santa Maria Air Tanker Base has developed this plan to protect and secure the facility from potential and possible activities that may occur against this site and/or its employees.  The location is behind AOA secure gates requiring access codes, and is patrolled by Santa Maria City Police Department and TSA.  Access inside the AOA gate is governed by 49 CFR 150.  Any violations or suspicious activity can be reported by calling 1-866-GA SECURE (427-3287), the TSA Central Operations Office in Washington D.C. staffed all year 24 hours.  Access into the gate can be made by picking up the telephone receiver and dialing 1.  When the FBO person answers state you are coming to the tanker base.  Upon entry or exit once you drive through the gate wait for the gate to close behind you before you drive off.  
Restricted Areas

All areas other than the public parking are restricted unless employees are assigned, including the ramp.  Please see the map below for identification of restricted areas.  

SANTA MARIA AIR ATTACK BASE PAD LAYOUT
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THE RESTRICTED AREA IS EVERYTHING BETWEEN THE HIGHLIGHTED AREAS.

Access to Restricted Areas
 All buildings, ramps, aircraft operating areas, mix plant, and chemical storage area are restricted except by employees, contractors and airport personnel.  These personnel may gain access by:

Using the key or keyless access provided by the Air Tanker Base Manager or Air Attack Officer to gain entrance through the security gate(s) or building(s) and ramp.  All other personnel are considered “visitors” and are restricted.  
Visitors are required to:

Call the base ahead of time for access inside the AOA gate.  
Base personnel will verify the person prior to opening gate.

All deliveries such as Fed Ex, UPS, etc have access into the entrance for normal business.

Visitors and friends of employees not familiar will be required to remain off the ramp and out of the operations office during operations.

Airtanker mechanics and other transient contractor personnel are required to check in with the ATBM or other authorized Base personnel prior to accessing loading pads or ramp.  A keyless access may be issued at the discretion of the ATBM or Technician if individuals will be assigned for several days.   

Airbase Facility’s
Access to the airbase operations building will require briefing with the base manager so that alarm codes and keys may be passed if necessary.  The airbase is located at an FBO that is open at 0600 and closes at 2100.  Access into the building without the proper alarm code will activate the alarm, and trigger a TSA and Santa Maria PD response.  
Incident briefings
Incident briefings will be conducted daily during fire operations in the pilot ready room or location to be determined as audience size dictates.  Should the audience become large the briefing may be held behind the modular trailer or in the FBO hangar.  

Daily Briefing

Daily briefings will be conducted each morning around 10 AM while not operating on an extended attack fire.  The daily briefing will include aircrew/aircraft updates and changes, national situation updates, local situation updates, resources within the zone committed and other pertinent information to the local base.  
Forest Hazard Map
The Forest Aerial Hazard Map will be updated by June of each calendar year.  The map is located in the pilot ready room, airbase operations/managers office.  Permanent and incident specific helibases should display the aerial hazard map for flight planning.  A Los Padres Aerial Hazard Atlas binder is located at the airbase operations/managers office.  This binder has been formatted with the aerial hazard shaded relief maps and color aerial photos with the aerial hazards overlays.  
Airport Crash Rescue
CRASH-RESCUE PLANNING AND EQUIPMENT

  Local Incident Accident Action Plan

The procedures for any accident are spelled out in the Interagency Aviation Mishap Response Guide and Checklist.  This guide will be available in the operations office near the aircraft dispatching counter.  This guide and checklist provides complete information on procedures in the event of: overdue and missing aircraft, aircraft accident and emergency contacts.  The guide also provides instructions on media relations and some general information.  Strict adherence to this guide will be followed.    

Local Crash Rescue Equipment

There is an Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) apparatus on the airport operated by Santa Maria City Fire Department on the airport.  The fire department is dispatched utilizing the 911 system or through contact with LPCC.  The Interagency Aviation Mishap Response Guide and Checklist requires the first call to be made via the 911 system.  LPCC has direct contact with Santa Maria City Fire Department dispatch.  
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SANTA MARIA AIRTANKER BASE DIRECTIONS

SMAAB DIRECTIONS From South: 

Union Valley Parkway (the last exit heading South)

Go RIGHT on Union Valley Parkway.     

Make a RIGHT on Blosser Rd.  Take this to the dead end at the airport AOA fence.  There will be a street intersection sign for Citation Court and gates signed for vendors/contractors or operations both on the left.    

Pick up telephone handset and dial the number instructed for the Air Tanker Base.  Base personnel will be able to enter a code to open the gate.  After driving through the gate please wait for the gate to close behind you.  Our offices are in the big white hangar/office complex you your left.  

SMAAB DIRECTIONS From North: 

Take Highway 101 to Union Valley Parkway.  
Go right on Union Valley Parkway.   
Make a RIGHT on Blosser Rd.  Take this to the dead end at the airport AOA fence.  There will be a street intersection sign for Citation Court and gates signed for vendors/contractors or operations both on the left.    

Pick up telephone handset and dial the number instructed for the Air Tanker Base.  Base personnel will be able to enter a code to open the gate.  After driving through the gate please wait for the gate to close behind you.  Our offices are in the big white hangar/office complex you your left.  
Aviation resources covering helicopter bases on the Los Padres National Forest should reference the Helibase Specific Cover binder for area specific information.  

Aircraft costs for initial attack fires will be tracked by the air tanker base utilizing Airbase Pro for fixed wing, rotor costs will be tracked by the helibase manager or respective aircraft managers.  Aircraft costs should be provided to the incident commander after the aviation response is complete.

Aircraft retardant utilization information will be made available to Los Padres resource personnel for agency specific reporting upon completion of an incident.  
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