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Weather:
*** Wet and Windy Through Friday ***

The storm system moving into the North Ops region today will continue to produce moderate to
heavy precipitation with snow levels above 7000 ft. SE to SW winds will gust to 50-60 mph in
many open areas and 80 mph or higher in the most wind-prone mountain locations. The main
cold front associated with this storm is still offshore, but it will move through the region from west
to east later today. Once the front passes winds will diminish and turn W-NW and snow levels
will begin to drop as the steady precipitation turns to showers. Snow levels will gradually drop to
3000 ft in the north and 4500 ft in the south by midday Friday as widespread showers continue
in the mountains and scattered showers continue in the valleys. Showers will come to an end
prior to sunrise Saturday.

High pressure will move overhead Saturday through Tuesday and produce warm and dry
conditions with occasionally gusty N-E/offshore surface winds from the western Sierra slopes to
the coast. On Wednesday the next approaching Pacific storm system will begin to spread clouds
and increasing southerly winds over the region, and rain may move onshore overnight. That
storm system is expected to impact the region through Friday, followed by another one a couple
days later.

Fuels/Fire Potential:



The wet weather will keep fuels moist across the region for some time. Should an extended
period (2 or more weeks) of dry weather develop sometime this winter, areas with dormant and
dead brush that is off the ground might become vulnerable to the possibility of fire during windy
periods, but such an event is not foreseen at this time.

A large portion of the North Ops region has received more than 150% of normal precipitation
since the rain year began October 1, 2016. Since January 1st, much of the region has received
200% or more of normal precipitation. Long term drought conditions have completely
disappeared for all but a sliver of the southern edge of the North Ops region. As of February 7,
2017, a small area at the far southern end of the Geographic Area was still in the "Abnormally
Dry" category. Drought continues to moderate significantly in central and southern CA. Further
reduction in drought severity is likely to continue in the coming weeks. See the latest details on
the map of drought conditions at:
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CA.

Resources:
Preparedness Levels

North OPS: 1

National: 1
MACS Mode: 2

For more information about this product, go
to: http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/weather/Fire%20Potential%20Documentation.htm

For additional, more general information about this product go to:
http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/weather/explanation of Sig 7-Day Fire Pot product.doc

Forecaster: SL
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