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North Ops Weather, Fuels & Fire Potential Discussion JAN-MAR 2016 

Weather and Climate Outlook:  The variable effects of a strong El Niño event (Fig 1) will begin to show up over the 
winter months. Temperatures are expected to remain above normal for North Ops (Fig 2) which leads to higher 
snow levels than usual during winter storms. Precipitation will likely be above normal throughout the North Ops 
region during the 3-month period (Fig 3). The snow pack may be above normal at the highest elevations (above 
8000 ft), which doesn't include much land area, and below normal at typical lower elevations that get snow during 
winter (4000-6000 ft). The transition zone (6000-8000 ft) will see varying depths of snow, but likely closer to normal 
for the 3-month period.  
 
 
Fire Potential:  Normal through the 3 month period, which is minimal as this is least active time of year for fire activity.  

   



Fig. 1 El Niño Model Forecasts 

Fig. 2 Temperaturere JAN-MAR 

North Ops Weather, Fuels & Fire Potential Discussion (con't) 

Fig. 3 Precipitation JAN-MAR 



Hawai'i Seasonal Outlook JAN - MAR 2016 

Weather and Climate Outlook:  Forecasters and hydrologists in the NWS/NOAA expect the seasonal effects 
of the strong El Nino to begin showing up in Hawai'i in December. The The main typical winter effect from a 
strong El Nino for HI is below normal rainfall and warmer temperatures. The Keetch-Byrum Drought Index 
(KBDI) (Fig1) is expected to continue increasing through the winter months to above normal.  
 
Fire Potential:  Overall Significant Fire Potential will be increasing through out the period (Figs 2-4). 
 

Fig. 1 HI KDBI 

Fig. 2 HI Fire Potential - January 2016 

Fig. 3 HI Fire Potential - February 2016 Fig. 4 HI Fire Potential - March 2016 
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