
HAWAI'I

MONTHLY/SEASONAL OUTLOOK

March - June 2021 HIGHLIGHTS
▪ Rainfall was above average in the northwestern islands and well below average elsewhere in 

February. Drought conditions continue on many lee sides.

▪ Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) surrounding Hawai'i expected to remain warmer than 
normal through June 2021, leading to above normal temperatures.

▪ La Niña conditions expected to continue through the spring of 2021, leading to above 
average rainfall through May, followed by a trend toward average rainfall.

▪ Normal Significant Fire Potential in Hawai'i through June, with spotty/localized Above 
Normal on lee sides.
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SIGNIFICANT FIRE POTENTIAL

The La Niña pattern in the eastern tropical Pacific is expected to continue through the spring (Fig 1 
page 2). La Niña patterns tend to correlate with above normal rainy season precipitation. Sea Surface 
Temperatures (SSTs) surrounding the Hawai’ian Islands are slightly warmer than average (Fig 2), and 
led to above average temperatures throughout Hawai'i in most areas in February (Fig 3). This trend is 
expected to continue through the spring. The central and southeastern islands were drier than 
average in February while the northwestern portion of Hawai'i was wetter than average in February 
(Fig 4). Lee sides are still seeing Abnormally Dry and Drought conditions, as seen in the Drought 
Monitor product (Fig 5). The KBDI (higher numbers indicate drier soils and increasing fire danger) 
from Honolulu shows the effects of wetter weather from the end of January through February, as 
values have tracked near normal for this time of year (Fig 6). The current outlook calls for above 
average rainfall from March through May, followed by a trend toward average rainfall. Drought 
conditions are expected to ease during this time and Significant Fire Potential in Hawai'i is Normal 
from March through June 2021. Although, localized Above Normal conditions will continue on 
lee sides for a few more weeks.
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Figure 1: ENSO Plume Chart - Feb 2021
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Figure 2: Sea Surface Temperature (SST) 

anomaly - February 28, 2021
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Figure 5: Drought Monitor Feb 23, 2021 Figure 6: Honolulu KBDI Feb 28, 2021

This product made possible by important scientific contributions from personnel from:
NOAA/NWS, Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park, the University of Hawai'i, the State of Hawai'i, and the United States Army

Figure 3: Feb Temps (Dept from ave.) Figure 4: February Rainfall (% of ave.)
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