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Northwest: Early to mid-October saw a return of some drying conditions that started to raise indices and lower fuel moistures slowly.  A strong pressure ridge, not out of the norm for the time 

of year,  raised temperatures above average, but did not produce problems on existing large fires or with new initial attack activity. The humidity over the last couple of weeks has steadily 

improved in most areas with the exception of the southeastern reaches of Oregon. Indices climbed in NW12 to above average, but absent ignitions no fires emerged.  NW01 and NW02 crawled 

out of season ending status to rally to average levels. The last precipitation event starting around October 8 pretty well put NW01, NW02 and NW03 firmly in season end status. The 

precipitation event has continued since that time and lowered the ERCs to 1 in those PSAs. Basically, all of the PSAs stayed in the average range except PSA 11 and 12, which are now average 

and anticipated to be in that range for the next 10-14 days. PSAs 08, 09, 11 and 12 have met season ending criteria. Existing large fire fire behavior analysts report there are still megalogs 

holding heat and producing some smokes. Threats are not anticipated to emerge on large fires that had activity in NW02 and NW03 or NW07.  The only large fires having potential for activity 

are in NW04 and NW06 due to the moisture not fully impacting all of the fuels due to canopy cover and variable moisture coverage. Central Washington and Oregon rain shadow effects were 

holding potential for initial attack activity to occur. The duration and quantity of precipitation has covered the previously dry areas limiting any fire behavior problems. With the effects of the 

current weather, the mid to high elevation ranges will not support large fire activity. Valleys and basins in the geographic area will hold the highest potential for large fires, but be of short 

duration and moderate size unless a strong wind event accompanied by very low humidity aligns with the ignition. PSAs 10, 5, 6 and 7 would hold the higher potential for ignitions.  Forecasts 

for the next 7 to 10 days indicate more moisture continue at light levels today. Conditions will dry out for a few days with "normal" fall conditions.  Green up is being observed along fire 

perimeters and in unburned fine fuel areas indicating perennials at lower elevations are responding to the abundant moisture. 
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Large fire development in the PSA will be limited to primarily fine fuel and slash 

concentrations on exposed slopes. Forest cover types received enough moisture too 

moisten the duff. With thick canopies, drying will not occur to promote high rates of 

surface spread and forest cover types will not support activity.  Higher humidities are 

anticipated to occur in this area limiting the duration and intensity of burn periods.  NW01 Normal
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Large fire development in the PSA will be limited to primarily fine fuels and slash 

concentrations. Forest cover types received enough moisture to moisten the duff layer. 

For locations with thick canopies, drying will not occur to promote surface spread. Annual 

grasses have cured and may be briefly receptive later in the week.    Fires will be isolated 

to prairie pockets or marshes with high loading of exposed fine fuel.  10/14/2020Average
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Indices droppled from above average to below average with a series of three moisture 

bouts. The current moisture will have long term effects.  Some drying later in the week 

may produce conditions that briefly support activity in fine fuels.  Perennials are 

responding to the moisture. 
10/14/2020
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Below average

Late September moisture was not significant enough to decrease the drought expansion in 

this area. Fuels remained available at all elevations until the most recent precipation 

event. Coastal areas received ample moisture and will have large fuels and forest cover 

types damp enough to limit surface spread. Further inland conditions remain average, but 

fuels improved, and now upper elevations will be cooler and moister to limit fire 

development. Large fire activity in the area has been resistant to control following the last 

round of moisture. Fuels at middle to lower elevations will still have potential for the fall 

to support fire activity.  With seasonal conditions forecasted, activity should be limited to 

short burn periods.   
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Sampling sites in the area have shown brush fuel moistures to be below average for the 

growth season and nearby large fires report the brush at upper and middle elevations 

burned readily on open slopes and under some canopies as well. Brush fuels and 

perennials should start to improve after the last round of showers. As the area warms up 

over the next week, fuels in open and exposed areas will have potential again to support 

fire activity.  
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NW05 Normal

Below average

The high pressure ridge began to dry fuels out quickly to nearly below average. The last 

fround of moisture was able to cover the area with enough moisture keep fuels locked 

into an average range for the remainder of October. Activity may still be possible in the 

PSA as fuels in the lower elevations are primarily fine fuels and brush. The brush is still 

stressed from the summer and drought conditions, so it may still be available to burn.  
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This PSA continues to be affected by severe drought and fuels stubbornly improve back to 

average levels. Recent rain on large fires in the PSA have been significant and should not 

allow for continued growth. Some potential in the area for fire growth remains in open 

areas of grass and brush or in heavy marsh fuels later in the week.  Forest cover types will 

be resistant to fire spread as the duff has had enough moisture limit spread and 

shadowing effects in the forest intensify with the short fall day. 
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The wet and moist conditions have continued to keep fuels at average or below average. 

100 hr fuel values are now high enough to limit potential large fire development in slash 

units. Open and exposed fine fuels may creat problems at lower elevations later in the 

week.  The higher elevations in the unit have had regular moisture  since early September 

to keep the activity in the PSA limited. 10/14/2020Average
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NW09 Normal

Below average

Precipitation levels in the PSA during late September were above average and season 

slowing. Recent precipitation has lasted for several days and met season ending criteria. 

Large fire growth in continuous stands of timber will not occur due to shading and duff 

absorbing moisture. Cooler evening temperatures are limitingn potential in the PSA.  Some 

lower elevation fine fuels sites may have some potential to dry out enough to support 

some spread later next week.      
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NW10 has been received wetting rains over the last week at trace levels with improved 

humidity recovel. The wave of moisture that came October 09 kept indices on a downward 

trend to almost below average. The brush and cured grass will continue to have potential 

to support fires in rangelands later in the week and possibly next week. Conditions should 

allow for short burn period next weekend and early next week. Shorter days and better 

humidity recovery with a return to westerly flow will limit large fire growth potential next 

week. 
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Precipitatio moved through the mountains in this PSA delivering wetting rains after 

Octobe 09th that quickly made indices plummet. The 100 hr moistures increased since the 

last status report on Oct. 01. The duff and vegetation at higher elevation absorbed a lot of 

the moisture and should not be available to burn with intensity in the next 7 - 10 days.  

Fuels at the lower elevations may have some periods of dryness that supports fire growth 

for short duration. 
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High seasonal ERC values were produced in the PSA by the last pressure ridge dominating 

the weather environment. The area recorded record low 100 hr fuel moistures for about 

ten days. The recent moisture at wetting levels finally boosted values up out of single digit 

range. Due to the arid nature of the unit, the fire potential in fine fuels will return by the 

weekend. Large fires are not likely to occur without lightning and a large population base 

recreating in the area. 


