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Significant Fire Risk Levels

Northwest
7 Day mom Fire Potential
Thursday, 10/15/2026

Predictive Service
Areas

Note: Products will be issued on weekdays, excluding holidays, beginning 10/18.

Fire Weather: Strong high pressure develops over the Geographic Area Thursday with surface thermal low

High Risk The risk for significant fire(s) is very high (=20%)
Triggers: 1. ¥ (Significant Lightning)
2. BEN (Critical Burn Environment)

The assessment of Significant Fire risk considers three main
factors including: weather elements, number of ignitions, and
background fire danger.

Significant Fire risk is derived objectively via statistical methods
that combine all three factors. High Risk levels (= 20%
probability of a significant fire) are usually due to numerous fire
starts from lightning. Human fires don't often result in a large fire
probability above 20%.

pressure along the coast. This will produce gusty east wind over the westside PSAs, especially the western
Gorge, south Washington and north Oregon Cascade slopes and foothills and the Oregon Coast Range ridges.
The thermal trough and associated offshore flow reach peak intensity late Thursday night then weaken Friday.
A weak frontal system moves across the area Saturday for much cooler daytime temperatures, light
precipitation over westside PSAs and breezy westerly gap winds. Additional weak systems are expected to
move across the region next week, but the bulk of the energy looks to dive south along or just off the California
coast eventually developing into a closed low pressure area off the southern California coast around mid-week.

Check NWS products for specific forecast details in your area.

Fire Potential: Shorter days and longer nights are keeping fire potential low across the Northwest. Dry
rangeland fuels in eastern Washington and Oregon remain receptive, and active fire spread is possible where
wind, slope, and available fuels align.

Eire Danger Trends:
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/content/products/fwx/WEB_NFDRS_graphics.php
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