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Significant Fire Risk Levels 

Low - The Overall Fire Environment suggests a very low

  risk for significant fires (less than 1% chance)

Moderate - The Overall Fire Environment suggests a moderate

  risk for significant fires (1 - 4% chance)

Elevated - The Overall Fire Environment suggests a moderately

  high risk for significant fires (5 - 19% chance)

High Risk  The risk for significant fire(s) is very high  (≥ 20%)
   Triggers: 1.  ~ (Significant Lightning)

                   2.  BEN  (Critical Burn Environment)
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Fire Weather: The surge of monsoonal moisture will continue to push into Oregon today as an upper-level low 
approaches the coast. This will result in a significant increase in thunderstorms across Oregon with the 
most numerous thunderstorms expected near the Oregon Cascades into northwest Oregon. Although 
widespread wetting rains are not expected, some locally heavy rains are possible over the central Oregon 
Cascades. The scattered thunderstorm threat will continue to spread north and east tomorrow night into 
Thursday across Washington into northeast Oregon with an even lesser chance of wetting rains. Before the 
thunderstorms arrive expect hot and dry conditions to continue, especially over eastern Washington with triple 
digit temperatures and relative humidity values in the teens. Drier air will filter into the area late Thursday 
afternoon east of the Cascades resulting in hot, dry and windy conditions. These conditions will likely persist at 
times through Saturday, although there will be gradual cooling. Meanwhile west of the Cascades expect the 
return of cooler onshore flow with much higher relative humidity values.

Red Flag warnings and fire weather watches have been issued. Check NWS products for specific forecast 
details in your area. 

Fire Potential: Forecast lightning will occur over dry fuels and is expected to be highly efficient. Storms will be 
a mix of wet and dry today and will become drier as they move north on Thursday. Winds from Thursday 
through Saturday, following the lightning, could drive rapid, intense fire runs. Initial attack will be challenged by 
active fire behavior and high resistance to control.

Fire Danger Trends:
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/content/products/fwx/WEB_NFDRS_graphics.php

Preparedness Level:
Northwest: 5
National: 5

The assessment of Significant Fire risk considers three main  
factors including: weather elements, number of ignitions, and 
background fire danger. 

Significant Fire risk is derived objectively via statistical methods 
that combine all three factors. High Risk levels (≥ 20% 
probability of a significant fire) are usually due to numerous fire 
starts from lightning. Human fires don't often result in a large fire 
probability above 20%. 


