NWCC Northwest Interagency

o~ Coordination Center

L\ Predictive Services

e

Climate and Slgnllcapt Flre Potentlal 0ut|ook
Monday March 15t 2021




Temp Outlook for Feb

Characterization: Much of California ~ &7-5 [ ]=-c B~
and Great Basin remained at or above :
normal temps in Feb. Observed in Feb
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Precip Outlook for Feb

Characterization: Much of the Pacific
Northwest recorded well above
normal precip in February.

Precipitation for February 2021
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Observed in Feb
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Basin Snow Water Equivalent

Westwide SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal
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Characterization: February storms significantly improved the
snowpack during February 2021 for much of the Pacific
Northwest, Northern Rockies, and Great Basin regions.



U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook i _
Drought Tendency During ﬂ?e Valid Period valid mrFﬂbm&?Qﬁedﬁ%ﬁé;ﬂﬂ

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing™ drought areas are

based on the .5, Drought Monitor
aress (intensifies of 01 o D4,

MOTE: Thetan areas imply at least
&8 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity level by
the end of the pericd, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought remowval by the
end of the pericd {00 or none).

. Drought persists

e Droug ht remains but improves

. Droug ht removal likely

Author:
Richard Tinker

MO AANWSINCEFR/Climate Prediction Center

o Droug ht development likely
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March 2021 Outlook
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Rainfall Outlook

Characterization: Best odds suggest that March on the west coast will be
cooler than typical. No clear signal for precipitation accumulation for the
same area in March. Dry is most likely elsewhere in the west.



ENSO Status: La Nina Advisory remains in effect

Weekly SST Anomaly

2021/02/21 - 2021/02/27
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February 11th Synopsis: There is a 60%
chance of a transition from a La Nina to neutral during
the period April through June 2021.


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml

La Nina Typical 500mb Pattern

Composite Dec-Jan air pressure anomalies for the 13 strongest La Nina events since 1950
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Dec 2020 - Jan 2021 500mb Pattern

Air pressure anomalies for Dec 2020-Jan 2021
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml

&Climateg, La Nifia Atmospheric Pattern Matching

science & inforrnation for a clinnate-srart nation

Individual La Nina events compared to a composite pattern of the 13 strongest La Nina events
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2020-2021 La Nina is a poor match to the composite
of 13 other strong La Nina atmospheric patterns



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml

Climate Risks during La Ninha:




Apr - Jun 2021 Outlook
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Temperature Outlook Rainfall Outlook

Characterization: Odds are rising that almost all the CONUS is poised to
undergo a warmer-than-typical spring, except for northern sections of the
Pacific Northwest. Drier-than-typical over much of the west.



Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2021
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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Next Outlook:

Around April 152021




