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Monday March 1st 2021



Temperature for February 2021

Observed in Feb

Temp Outlook for Feb

Characterization: Much of California 

and Great Basin remained at or above 

normal temps in Feb. 



Precipitation for February 2021

Observed in Feb

Precip Outlook for Feb

Characterization: Much of the Pacific 

Northwest recorded well above 

normal precip in February.



U.S. Drought Monitor

Feb 23rd 2021Dec 29th 2020



Basin Snow Water Equivalent

Feb 1st 2021 Mar 1st 2021

Characterization: February storms significantly improved the 

snowpack during February 2021 for much of the Pacific 

Northwest, Northern Rockies, and Great Basin regions.





March 2021 Outlook

Temperature Outlook Rainfall Outlook

Characterization: Best odds suggest that March on the west coast will be 

cooler than typical. No clear signal for precipitation accumulation for the 

same area in March. Dry is most likely elsewhere in the west. 



February 11th Synopsis: There is a 60% 

chance of a transition from a La Niña to neutral during 
the period April through June 2021. 

ENSO Status: La Niña Advisory remains in effect

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml


La Niña Typical 500mb Pattern

Dec 2020 – Jan 2021 500mb Pattern

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml


La Niña Atmospheric Pattern Matching

2020-2021 La Niña is a poor match to the composite 
of 13 other strong La Niña atmospheric patterns  

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml


Climate Risks during La Niña:

April through June

Temperature Precipitation



Temperature Outlook Rainfall Outlook

Apr - Jun 2021 Outlook 

Characterization: Odds are rising that almost all the CONUS is poised to 

undergo a warmer-than-typical spring, except for northern sections of the 

Pacific Northwest.  Drier-than-typical over much of the west. 



May Large Fire Outlook

Mar Large Fire Outlook Apr Large Fire Outlook

Jun Large Fire Outlook



Next Outlook:

Around April 1st 2021


