PLSS Protracted Blocks Outline

Protraction Block (“ Why is there a section 42? ”)

Protraction blocks are recently surveyed areas, or areas were surveys corrected.  In order to fit these new sections in the BLM has labeled these as protraction blocks.  To reduce confusion they START numbering after the standard 36.  This may be a safety issue if crews or contractors show up with these maps.  See attached for an explanation.

History:

The Public Land Survey System (PLSS) is the responsibility of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and is the official system for establishing, reestablishing, and describing the boundaries of the public lands of the United States. The system was authorized by the Land Ordinance of 1785 and includes the creation of land boundaries following a prescribed rectangular pattern, the establishment of monuments in/on the ground, and the preparation of a narrative and graphic record of the survey which, upon official acceptance and approval, becomes a quasi-legal document and enters the public domain. The Bureau of Land Management has the authority to survey all Federal interest lands, trust territories, and Indian lands. 

On August 11, 1998 the Bureau of Land Management issued IM 98-152, a document intended to provide the authority to define unsurveyed areas within the contiguous 48 states and to provide a stabilized protracted Land net for the Forest Service & the BLM.  The protracted land net simplifies the ability to locate leases and withdrawals on unsurveyed Federal Lands. 

Where to expect protracted blocks: Protracted blocks are associated with unsurveyed areas.  Typically unsurveyed areas are in wilderness areas on National forests or National Parks (see figure 1.).

Definitions:  

Protraction Block:  a designation for areas of uncertain acreage which lie between the coordinate based interior and the prior surveyed boundaries of record. They generally form the exterior perimeters of the protracted (unsurveyed) areas.

A Protracted block is identified by its unique numbering system.  The lowest protracted block number will be PB37 and it will be sequentially numbered, identifying each parcel that abuts a previously surveyed area.  

Map readers should  be aware of this difference in Section numbering from the standard 1-36.  Until all users are aware of this change there may be confusion in communicating location based on the protraction block numbering.

Incident Teams must initially decide whether to include protraction block information in all of the incident information.  Regardless this issue should be highlighted in all safety briefings.

Figure 1.
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