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FORECAST VALID FOR:   

January 4 to Start of Fire Season 
DATE/TIME ISSUED: January 4, 2017, 10:00 

NEXT UPDATE: Start of Fire Season Mike Powell, NWCC Fire Analyst, FBAN, LTAN  

 

This is a general fire behavior outlook covering the entire Northwest Geographic Area.  It is 

intended to provide wildland fire managers with an overall view of fire behavior potential and to 

help wildland firefighters with making informed decisions and maintaining situational awareness 

based on current and expected fire behavior.  Firefighters must use onsite observations and spot 

weather forecasts to calculate site-specific fire behavior for individual wildland fires.  

Significant moisture over the winter with cold weather forecasted. Short days will limit drying of 

fuels through much of the off season. 

 

Fuels are significantly moist at this time and will take substantial drying to return to a burnable 

condition.  

Fuel moisture is significantly moist to the point where fires will be difficult to start and maintain 

combustion. Slash exposed to sun may support fire spread after extended sun exposure, 

especially on southern aspects. Rangeland fuels may support fire spread after moderate warm 

and dry periods. Fire behavior can be categorized as moderate at best in most situations with a 

short active burning period. 

 

ALWAYS BASE ACTIONS ON CURRENT AND EXPECTED FIRE BEHAVIOR GIVEN THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS IN YOUR LOCAL AREA. MAINTAIN SITUATIONAL 

AWARENESS FOR CHANGING CONDITIONS AS YOU CHANGE LOCATIONS (FUEL, 

WEATHER, AND TOPOGRAPHY). REMAIN VIGILANT FOR FACTORS THAT ALIGN TO 

PRODUCE CRITICAL FIRE ENVIRONMENTS (THUNDERSTORMS, FINE FLASHY FUELS, 

SLOPE…). 


