NRGA Weather-Climate Update
Friday 19 March 2021

“Springing Forward”

Greetings all,

The past couple weeks have brought a back-and-forth weather pattern with mostly dry and breezy conditions
persisting in the areas east of the Northern Rockies. Below is a current snapshot of what we’ve seen in terms
of temperature and precipitation anomalies for the month of March thus far.

On the left the areas in yellow represent temperatures 3 to 7 degrees warmer than average. There are a
couple interesting observations about these two maps. First, a month ago we were discussing the
anomalously COLD temperatures for those same places (remember the Polar Vortex cold outbreak?) It’s
really a flip from what we saw then.

On the right, the yellow and red represents drier-than-average conditions so far this month. Over the
Northern Rockies it’s been dry, but that is because the closed low pressure system that roared through the
Central Rockies and high Plains from Wyoming through Colorado and Nebraska took the moisture with that
storm track and left us under a split flow of high pressure and warm spring-like weather last week.

Daily Mean Temperature Anomaly: 01 Mar 2021 - 18
Period ending 7 AM EST 18 Mar 2021 —

Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 Mar 2021 - 18 Mar 2021
Period ending 7 AM EST 18 Mar 2021

Base period: 1981-2010 Base period: 1981-2010

Courtesy PRISM https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
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Speaking of spring, March 1°t heralded the beginning of Meteorological spring for climate purposes, but
officially, tomorrow March 20™ kicks off the season. And it will bring another flip flop in the weather as you
can see from these National Weather Service NDFD temperature and wind forecasts for today and tomorrow.
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Comparing them in tandem above, we see that many of the PSAs east of the Divide will enjoy the warmest
day of the year so far, with readings near 70 degrees with southerly winds in eastern Montana. Tomorrow a
cold front will bring about 20 degrees of cooling — which is back toward climatological normals, with a twist.
It will also bring in winds from the northwest. The pleasant pre-spring weather this week has offered
favorable prescribed burning for many areas this week, including western Montana where the Lolo National
Forest conducted a fuels treatment yesterday north of Missoula:

Strawberry Ridge RX Burn near Missoula, MT (PSA 04)
Photo Credit @ LoloNF




A series of moist troughs will bring about half an inch or more to the mountains and foothills of southern
Montana over the next several days, which should take the edge off the elevated fire danger there. Further
west, we will also get some moisture in the dry western valleys and mid-slopes according to the this
precipitation forecast from NOAA’s Weather Prediction Center (WPC):
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Considering the long, dry period of dry weather and the drought impacts over the southwest and southeast
parts of the lower 48, every little bit helps, but those geographic areas are now elevated at PL2 — and so is
the Eastern Area.

If you want more details about fire activity and conditions in those GACCs and others as we unfold the pre-
greenup season, check out their individual websites: https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/statelinks.htm

Cheers,

Coleen Haskell, Meteorologist
Predictive Services Northern Rockies Coordination Center
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