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Fire Weather Summary:

*** Dry and Breezy in Southwest Montana Today, then Dry and Windy There and North-Central MT
Tomorrow ***

Overall the expanded and very strong SW US upper ridge will be dominant influence over the next week,
keeping temperatures above-average most of the time throughout the NRGA. But weak upper
troughs/dry cold fronts will bring periods of wind and slight cooling to the Western PSAs at times.

Next Change in Weather:

» Hot, dry, and windy conditions for SW MT and North Central MT.
» Scattered wet/dry storms Western PSAs

> Dry and breezy in the Western PSAs

» Windy and cooler but still above average in the Eastern PSAs

Northern Rockies Summary

State of the Fuels:

» All PSAs ERCs are near the 90% and a few pushing the 97%

In the Western PSA’s 1000 Hour fuel moisture are being reported between 8-12%

Eastern PSA’s 1000 hour fuel moisture are being reported between 6-10%

Live fuels are running from 98-136% for mature pine.

Valley and lower elevations grass growth is matured and will support fire spread.

Upper Elevation live fuels on all aspects except for exposed South/Southwest are still a heat sink
All dead fuels will continue to dry and grasses will mature and continue to cure as the High
Pressure system sets up.
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Fire Behavior Outlook:

Fires in Western Montana and North Idaho have the potential for moderate to high intensities in the
lower elevations and moderate spread rates in the upper elevations on favorable aspects. Fire behavior
on south and west slopes will exhibit moderate to high fire intensities. Fires will have the potential to be
more active on the exposed slopes as the fuels continue to become available. When slope and winds
align the fires will become resistant to control during peak burn periods. Lower elevations and in the
non-forested areas expect fire behavior to be more active as fine fuels as the grasses are cured. With the
outflow winds fires expect to see active fire behavior that is resistant to control and direction of spread
unpredictable. Spotting distance could be up to % mile or more with outflow winds.

PSA 9 Low elevation cured grasses and sage will support fire spread. Fires are being suppressed with
little trouble at this time. As fuels continue to cure expect fires to become more resistant to control.



Central Montana, Southeast Montana, and Northeastern Montana fire potential is moderate to high in
areas with the heavy down fuels and continuous needle cast. Spotting up to % mile or more with the
stronger or outflow winds. Fire burn in areas with a heavy component of cured grass from last years
growth may become resistant to control with moderate to strong winds. The low 1000 Hr fuel moistures
in the Eastern PSA’s if a fire occurs in areas of heavy down fuels, fires may become fuel driven. Low fuel
and soil moistures will increase mop up time in areas of heavy down fuels.

IA fires: Recent reports of small IA fires. Scattered rain with lightning has helped with the control of man
fires. Some Western PSAs the potential is high for fires to transition into the crowns if the live fuels were
not a heat sink. Eastern PSAs the abundant cured grass is still a concern and timbered areas are
supporting fire spread. Hold over fires are a possibility as fuels dry with the hot and breezy conditions
over the next several days.

Fire Starts: Reports of many camp grounds and dispersed sites are full. Human starts may increase as
camp fires in the sites are abandoned as visitors head home.

For the most current information on fires in the Northern Rockies or the Nation, visit the InciWeb site or
the MODIS Active Fire Mapping Program site.

» Please contact the NRCC Predictive Services Group at 329-4880 to provide us feedback on the
accuracy of these forecasts. Your observations about general fuel conditions and observed fire
behavior help us validate the accuracy of our forecasts. Our bottom line and the reason we are
here is to provide for the safety of firefighters in field.

Near miss Lightning Strike on the Bitterroot review link for Thunderstorm Safety.

https://www.weather.gov/safety/lightning



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Fsafety%2Flightning&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb36f00aa393a4a10525208d8456e909f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637335688566502196&sdata=DLpSskaC7ojZvCPGSEAIYWlYP%2FYRM5n9W5pEnv8gmuc%3D&reserved=0

