Red River Ranger Station Complex

Wildfire Site Protection Plan

Written by NPS California Fire Crew and Rural Metro Fire

August 25, 2000

Introduction

The Red River Ranger Station Complex of the Nez Perce National Forest is currently inactive due to consolidation of districts within the Nez Perce National Forest. The station’s utilities continue to function and several structures are currently occupied.  This plan was compiled during the Three Bears fire of 2000 by the NPS California Crew 1 and the Rural Metro Fire Crew.

The objective of the plan is to advise methods of structure and site protection in the event of a wildfire.  In addition to general precautions, we have included structure-specific advice when appropriate.

Existing systems

The Red River Complex (RRC) has an existing and operational hydrant system running from a 22,000 gallon tank approximately 150’ above the administration building (bldg. 2000).  A 6” gravity-fed line runs to a main distribution point and then continues in 4” pipes to hydrants.  Hydrants receive approximately 75 psi.  Due to friction loss constraints, 75 psi is not adequate for hose lays, so hydrants, if operable at the time of fire, will be used to fill engines and portable tanks.  Red metal hose boxes with linen hose and some hardware are adjacent to each hydrant. 

General Recommendations
1. Inventory and test fire hose at each hydrant.  At the time of this report, date stamps on some hose give the date of manufacture as 1965.  

2. Service all fire extinguishers.  Although all fire extinguishers read in the “green zone,” some had passed their service dates.

3. Establish 30’ clearance zones of vegetation and other flammables from around buildings.   Mow grass as short as possible.  If slopes adjacent to structures exceed 10%, zones may need to be larger.

4. Clear branches hanging over structure roofs.

5. Clear organic materials (e.g. leaves, needles, moss) from rooftops and gutters.

6. Clearly mark flammable and hazardous materials for quick identification by firefighters.

7. Be aware of fuel ladders and continuous fuels.

Building Specific Recommendations

Following are recommendations specific to certain buildings.  Sentences in italics indicate appropriate actions to take in the event of fire.  Please refer to site plan overview map for recommended placement of hose lays and fittings and for general orientation to the site.

Bldg. 1062

Mow grass behind building.  Move wood stack 50’ from structure. Remove Hay from carport.  Set sprinklers around buildings. Woodshed across the street from building is low priority.  When preparing slope behind building, utilize hose lines, NOT sprinklers. Burn out behind house and support with handline.
Bldg. 1058

Satisfactory

Bldg. 1067
Same site treatment as Bldg. 1062.  

Bldg. 1068
Clear vegetation around fire hydrant and mark hydrant’s location on the road.  The woodshed attached to right-hand garage is a hazard as it is less than 30’ from the home.

Bldg. 2516  (Generator Bldg.  HIGH PRIORITY)

Clear vegetation from building, diesel fuel containment basin, power lines and phone box.  Avoid use of bridge during fire because of overhead power lines.

Bldg. 2000 

Juniper bushes surrounding building burn severely—removal recommended. Cover ridge vents of wood shake roof with shelter material or the equivalent.  Place sprinklers on roof and decking.  
Bldg. 1635 (Water system pump.  HIGH PRIORITY)


Chlorine stored here renders this building dangerous. Suggest removal of chemicals if fire is anticipated.
Bldg. 2014
Building is satisfactory.  Clear vegetation around (historic?) woodshed east of bldg.  In the event of fire, wrap woodshed with shelter material.

Bldg.1000 

Clear dead vegetation adjacent to building and limb branches.

Bldg. 1503
Limb branches away from roof.  Place sprinkler on roof.
Bldg. 1069
Remove needles and firewood from deck.  Remove wood lattice work or cover with shelter material.
Bldg. 2645, 2646 (sheds)

Clear vegetation behind building 25-30 feet.

Trailer Pad #3
Remove trailer.

Bldg. 2835 (shed)

Bldg. Satisfactory.

Bldg. 1369
Cut grass behind building.  Woodshake roof built over structure is a hazard.  Remove structure south of building (possibly a bird pen?)

Bldg. 2625 (tack shack)
Clear vegetation next to building.  Use bladder packs to defend.
Footbridge
Shelter-wrap deck.

Fish Hatchery
Satisfactory.  Buildling has plumbed in water source.  Need DOI key to get beyond gate to water.

Unnumbered building near hatchery parking lot entrance
Clear vegetation around building.

Bldg. 2834 (Sewage Bldg.)
Satisfactory.

Bldg. 1317
Close windows when not in use.  

Bldg. 2113

Close windows when not in use.  
Bldg. 1338

Close windows when not in use.   Clear vegetation on Southwest corner.

Bldg. 2117
Cut grass along back of compound.  Move trailers to middle of parking lot.

Bldg. 2218
Shut doors when not in use.  Clear vegetation around building and from lumber.

Bldg. 2502
Scrape to mineral soil around gas pumps.

Road to Swamp
Clear grass around shed to south.

Trailer Pad #6
Clear grass around shed.  Low pressure hydrant present - hoselines in place.  Move trailer in case of fire.  

Trailer Pad #5
Remove trailer.  Hay barn will burn.
Trailer Pad #4
Cut grass around structure.  
Bldg. 1368

Cut grass around structure.  Remove wood, straw bales, limbs from roof and snag from rear of bldg. 

Fish and Game Bldg.
Open garage is biggest concern.  Shelter-wrap garage doorway, clear vegetation around structure.  

Sign Shed
Clear around structure. 

Bldg. 2601 (Propane Shed)
Remove propane. Let Burn.

Bldg. 1519 (Pole Shed)


Remove important items. Let Burn.

Bldg. 2924 

Clear around structure. Set sprinklers or wrap with shelter material.

Bldg. 2116 (Tree Storage?)


Protect eves with shelter material or sprinkler.  If allowed to burn the shed may produce heat/embers.

Bldg. 2615 (Hay Shed)


Remove hay in event of fire. 

Bldg. 1372 (Vacant Trailer pad)


Clear pad.

Bldg. 1367 (Single wide trailer)


Clear all fuels from around structure. Clear brush from around shed.  In case of fire – clear porch of items, remove contents of shed.

Estimated Inventory for Site Protection

Red River Ranger Station Complex

	Condo Row

Quantity:

600’

500’

5

5

1

5

1
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

11/2” Nozzle

11/2” x 1” Reducer

Mark 3 Pump + Kit
S. End of Swamp (S. of F+G Cos house)

Quantity:

900’

900’

10

9

1

9

1
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

Double Female

11/2” x 1” Reducer

Mark 3 Pump + Kit
Totals Order for Red River R.S.

Quantity:

4200’

2100’

33

31

2

2

31

4
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

11/2” Nozzles

Double Female

11/2” x 1” Reducer

Mark 3 Pump + Kit

	Snob Hill/Ranger Station/Generator

Quantity:

900’

700’

7

7

1

7

1
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

11/2” Nozzle

11/2” x 1” Reducer

Mark 3 Pump + Kit
Bunkhouse + Fish/Sewage + Tack Shed*

Quantity:

800’

800’

9

8

1

8

1
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

Double Female

11/2” x 1” Reducer

Mark 3 Pump + Kit
Out to Tack Shed*

Quantity:

1000’

200’

2

2

2
Item:

11/2” Hose

1” Hose

11/2” Gated Wye

1” Nozzles

11/2” x 1” Reducer



