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Clear/Nez Fire Zone Update
Grangeville, Idaho – Precipitation ranging from ½” to 2” and cooler temperatures today have aided firefighting efforts on the Clear/Nez Fire Zone.  Fire staff has successfully put out several fires and are still managing others. The following is a synopsis of fires that are ongoing. 
Nez Perce National Forest:

Salmon River Ranger District: no new fires.
· Rough Creek Fire - located approximately four air miles northeast of Heaven’s Gate Lookout, is estimated at 15-20 acres.  Incident Commander Type III is Mike Lubke.  Resources assigned include 10 firefighters, four fire engines, two Type II crews, one water tender, and eight smokejumpers. Fire is lined and firefighters are gridding and mopping up. Road 487 is temporarily closed to firewood cutting.  

· Lightning Creek - located two miles north of Riggins and Time Zone Bridge at mile marker 198 on Highway 95, is estimated at 300 acres.  Eight smokejumpers and four Nez Perce Forest firefighters assigned. Travelers are urged to use caution when driving through this area, as there will be heavy air and ground traffic. 

· Hanover Mountain and Gospel Peak - These fires are burning in the Gospel Hump Wilderness. Not staffed at this time. 
· Sherwin Creek - located on the west side of the Salmon River north of Lucile,  is estimated between 40 and 50 acres. Burning in brush and light fuels. Several firefighting crew and engines are still working this fire. 

· Southwest Butte - ¾ acres. Smokejumpers are still working this fire; it is expected that they will be on scene until 8/08. 

Red River Ranger District:  One new fire – Utopia burning on the breaks by Lake Creek. The Bear Grass Fire, Ten Mile Fire and Quartzite fires which are in the Gospel Hump Wilderness are being managed for resource benefit and are no more the ½ acre in size.  The Warm Springs Fire is at 400 acres and the Spook Fire is at 200 acres with decreased fire activity due to weather.  Newly spotted Windy Fire is in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness is also being managed for resource benefit.
Clearwater and Moose Creek Ranger Districts:  No new fires.
Clearwater National Forest:

North Fork Ranger District:   3 new spot fires – 2 are suppressed.  The district received ¾” of rain and Kelly Creek Work Center reported 1” of rain.

Powell Ranger District:  no new fires.

Lochsa Ranger District:  2 new confirmed fires – 1 suppression and 1 resource benefit fire.  All other fires are out.

Palouse Ranger District:  ½” rain reported.
Idaho Department of Lands:

Craig Mountain:  no new fires – all 7 fires detected yesterday are under control.

Maggie Creek:  no new fires.  

For current updates on resource benefits fires across the zone,  please contact the Grangeville Interagency Dispatch website at: www.fs.fed.us/r1/nezperce/gvc.

Other fire updates around the country can be accessed at the National Interagency Coordination Center website at: www.nifc.gov/nicc, and the best source of information for large fires around the country at: www.inciweb.org.
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