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Grangeville, Idaho – Mark Wilson, Fire Management Officer (FMO), at Powell Ranger District on the Clearwater National Forest, reported three Wildfire Use (WFU) fires today.  The fires are being monitored and evaluated daily as they are allowed to burn naturally within the confines of the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness.
The Maud Fire, located 2 miles south of the Idaho/Montana border, was flown this morning and is currently 440 acres.  The Bear Fire, located between Bear & Lake Creeks, showed no smoke today.  These fires have been approved under a Wildfire Implementation Plan. The Lake Fire is a spot fire and the district is evaluating for management.  
Stu Hoyt, FMO at Moose Creek Ranger District, reported three WFU fires in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness.  The Battle Fire, located on East Moose Creek, is 56+ acres.  The Sands Creek Fire, located 11 miles east of Selway Falls, is 15 acres. The Barren Fire is a new spot fire. 

On the North Fork District, FMO Mike Lubke gave an update on two WFUs:   the Bar Creek Fire, located 22 air miles northeast of Pierce, is 3 acres; and the Lower Twin Fire which has been burning since the second week of June, is also 3 acres.

The Red River District on the Nez Perce National Forest reported the Warm Springs Fire, which was ignited by lightning on July 28, is currently at 300 acres.  It is located a mile northwest of Warm Springs Bar and in the Running Creek Drainage.  Fire activity is moderate to high with single tree torching.  The Spook Fire is approximately 1/2 mile southwest of Elk Mountain.  Fire activity is low with a spread potential of low, fire is 10 acres in size.  Both fires are on the Moose Creek Ranger District, but are being managed by Red River Ranger District fire staff.  Both fires are being managed for resource benefit.  The district is performing protection needs for the outfitter camp on the Warm Springs Fire and evaluating protection needs for the trailhead at Running Creek on the Spook Fire, although that fire is not yet threatening.
Residential outdoor burning is permissible in some areas of Idaho under specified conditions.  Before burning, please remember to learn about Idaho’s open burning regulations and check with your local fire protection service to determine if a burn permit is required or if local or state restrictions prohibit burning in your area.
Fire staff reminds forest visitors that it is illegal to leave any campfire unattended.  One spark can mean disaster if not caught quickly.  Unattended campfires and wildfires can be reported directly to the Grangeville Interagency Dispatch Center at 208-983-6800 or to the Idaho County Sheriff's office at 983-1100 or 911.

There are several websites which may be interest to you, including the Grangeville Interagency Dispatch web page at: www.fs.fed.us/r1/nezperce/gvc, the National Interagency Coordination Center web page at www.nifc.gov/nicc, and the best source of information for large fires around the country at www.inciweb.org.
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