

2009 Clear/Nez Preamble

Seasonal Review: The 2009 fire season on the Clearwater and Nez Perce National Forests was well below average for number of starts with 104 suppression fires burning 550 acres on the two forests. There were an additional 53 fires managed for resource benefit for 2,300 acres. There was only one team assignment this season which was handled very well by the Zone Type 3 IMT, thanks to all who participated in that effort..   

 Fire: The numbers for 2009 are listed below. 
	
	NPF
	CWF

	
	2009
	10 year avg
	2009
	10 year avg

	Wildfire Acres
	525
	
	24,271
	26
	
	9,472

	Wildfire Starts
	67
	
	117
	39
	
	67

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WFU Acres
	1,450
	
	9,899
	1,020
	
	1,849

	WFU Starts
	17
	
	21
	37
	
	16

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Acres
	1,975
	
	34,170
	1,046
	
	11,321

	Total Starts
	84
	
	150
	76
	
	88

	Human Starts
	7
	
	12
	3
	
	5


Fuels: The Clear/Nez Fire Zone produced approximately 21,864 acres of fuels treatments in 2009.
 Another highlight of the season was the accomplishment of 21,864 acres of Hazardous Fuels treatments. Another aspect of that accomplishment was the fact that 41% of that target was met with mechanical treatments, 1,800 acres of timber sale activity, and the remaining 11,000+ acres were contracted. The ability to contract was due to all Districts' hard work in learning new skills and being willing to take on difficult projects that required close coordination and cooperation with other programs. We are building a skill base that will allow us to manage fuels using all the available tools; this should serve the zone well into the future. Another factor was that we were able to accomplish that work because of additional funding in HF, which happened only because we picked good projects, and by integrating with other programs to meet multiple targets and leverage our funds

We had a slow start in the prescribed burning program with no spring burn window on the Nez Perce Forest, due to almost constant moisture and green up. The summer was cooler and wetter than normal, parts of the zone received over 6 inch of rain between mid July and late August. The Clearwater Forest was able to burn in late August and several burn windows were available on both Forests through most of September, which is very unusual. The good burn windows in the fall allowed the Zone to produce about 4,000 acres of prescribed fire for targets in both 2009 and 2010. There was great demand for burning resources, since we had a long dry spell in September. Thanks to our interagency partners for the help.
Smoke Management: Smoke management coordination continues to be a significant part of managing fire, particularly prescribed fire and Wildland fire management for benefit.  The coordination between local partners, Montana/Idaho Airshed Group, Nez Perce Tribe, Montana DEQ, Missoula County, and Idaho DEQ (both Agricultural and Wildland smoke coordinators) and all the burners on the Zone requires extensive communication throughout the year, and constant communication during the burning season, to facilitate burning when smoke conditions have the potential to affect the public. 

2009 Kudos’: We had a very productive season, with very limited fire activity on the Zone; we still supplied firefighting resources to other parts of the country and meet our target of $750,000 in fire personnel time on suppression &Wildland fires for benefit incidents across the country. We worked hard to accomplish a large scale late summer/ fall prescribed fire program in a safe and cost efficient manner. We took advantage of additional funding available to accomplish a significant amount of pre-commercial thinning in the wildland urban interface by working in an integrated fashion with folks on both Forest’s. The zone fire mangers took advantage of some HF dollars that were slated for a contract that was not gone to meet contracting deadlines. They quickly organized and implemented a zone wide fuels strategy completing approximately 400 acres of slashing/piling and unit prep on WUI and non WUI areas of both forests in less than two weeks. Fire prevention and education programs on the zone accomplished a great deal of good work with the school and afterschool programs, summer youth program, community events, and mitigation work working with the counties. The Palouse Ranger District fire personal were very innovative and utilized different types of equipment for mulching and thinning in the WUI. They also worked hard on Bio-mass treatments to add additional tool to the tool box in the fuels arena.   
Zone Personnel Changes Included
At the Smokejumper Base:
	New Hires
Chris Markey  -- Mendocino IHC

Garrin Ryg --  Flathead IHC

Transfers/Promotions

Shane Ralston --  Promoted to Spotter, previously Grangeville Squadleader

Jodi Stone  --   Promoted to Spotter, previously Grangeville Squadleader

Russel Frei --  Promoted to Squadleader

Casey Ramsey --  Transferred from Redding Smokejumpers

Alessandro Potenziani – Rehired after absence

Dan Vanderpool --   Transferred to Boise Smokejumpers

James Greenwood --  Transferred to Boise Smokejumpers

Details

Zack Stewart --  Engine Foreman to Clearwater Ranger District (ongoing)

Shane Ralston --  Redding IHC Captain Detail (40 Day)

Chris Markey --  Mendocino IHC Detail   (90 day)

Jodie Baxter --  Davidson River Hand Crew, North Carolina (120 Day)

Ryan Desautel --  Pleasant Valley IHC (30 Day)

Mike Dunn – Idaho Panhandle IHC (30 Day)




At Grangeville Air Center:

Changes
Joel Rittenhouse -- from Boise BLM was hired as the Assistant Air Tanker Base Manager at GAC.

Russ Jones -- Hired as an Aerial Observer at GAC.

At Grangeville Dispatch:


Changes

Amber Beeson – Front Desk receptionist


Jim Brogan – Assistant Dispatcher East Zone Nez Perce


Becky Ward – Returned from leave of absence


Tammy Frost – Vacated IA Assistant Manager position
On the Palouse District:

Changes

Alan Carlson -- accepted the GS-7 18/8 Crew Leader position.

Graydon Galloway -- accepted the GS-6 13/13 Asst. Crew Leader position.

Shawn Dieterich -- accepted the GS-5 Squad Boss position

On the North Fork District:


Changes


Brandon Skinner -- Promotion to North Fork AFMO

Tommy Mentzer -- Lateral to Station Forman at Canyon W.C. from the Lewis & Clark

Wes Duncan -- Promotion to GS-6 assistant foreman 

Blake Fuller -- accepted NTE 120 into Kelly Creek Station Foreman

T.C. Peterson -- accepted NTE 120 into Canyon W.C. assistant foreman

On the Lochsa District:

Changes

Sean Gaines -- GS-9 ADFMO Operations Kooskia (from North Fork)

Paul Leusch -- GS-7 Station Foreman Kooskia vice Johnson/Promotion (from North Fork)

Neal Cox -- GS-7 Station Foreman Musselshell vice B.Skinner/Promotion (from Lochsa)

Aaron Skinner -- GS-6 Module Leader Kooskia/Promotion from (Lochsa)

Terra Rintelen -- GS-5 Module Leader Musselshell (from Lolo NF)

Brandon Spencer -- GS-5 Helitack Senior Firefighter Musselshell (from Flathead NF)

Ryan Mullan -- GS-5 Senior Firefighter Kooskia/Promotion (from Salmon-Challis NF)

Nathanial Anderson -- GS-5 Senior Firefighter Musselshell/Promotion (from Flathead NF)

Dave Johnson -- Retired

On the Powell Ranger District:

Changes
Warren Shrum -- Season long detail to Price Valley Helitack.

On the Salmon River Ranger District:

Changes

Becky Butler -- resigned from her GS-4 PSE position 

Shane Doyle -- converted to a GS-5 PSE after completing the apprenticeship program
On the Clearwater Ranger District:


Changes

Jessica Fuqua -- accepted a promotion to GS-6, Ashley NF

Scott Dehnisch -- accepted promotion to GS-6, San Juan NF

Mike Kehler -- accepted position as Maintenance Worker, Lochsa RD

Erich Gleckler -- accepted promotion to GS-9, Twin Falls BLM

Jeremy Beeson -- accepted promotion to GS-8 Asst Helitack Supervisor

On the Moose Creek Ranger District:

New Hires
Doug Graves – ADFMO from Salmon/Challis N.F.

Details
Mike Ward – 120 day detail to Grangeville Supervisors Office in Planning.

Rob Miramontez – 120 day detail vice Ward as Moose Creek ADFMO Operations

Jim Wimer – 120 day detail vice Miramontez as Selway Fuels Module Leader

John Link – 120 day detail to Salmon Helitack

Retirements
John Crawford- retired as Indian Hill Lookout after 35 years
On the Red River Ranger District:


Changes

Keith Fields – Took another position off forest
Dustin Behler – Hired as a GS-05
Ian Valley – Hired as a GS-06
Jake Chaffee – Hired as a GS-05 

Cody Nelson – Hired as a GS-05 
Tim Delph  -- Promoted to a GS-06 
Harley Hamman – Promoted to a GS-06 
Cole Robinson -- Detailed to Pleasant Valley IHC for 2 Months.   

CAUSE STATISTICS
Nez Perce
	CAUSE
	# FIRES
	PERCENT
	ACRES

	Lightning
	77
	91.67%
	1972.85

	Equipment
	1
	1.19%
	1

	Smoking
	1
	1.19%
	1

	Campfire
	2
	2.38%
	.2

	Debris Burning
	1
	1.19%
	.2

	Children
	
	
	

	Fireworks
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	2
	2.38%
	.2

	Arson
	
	
	

	Power Line
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	84
	100%
	1975.45


Clearwater
	CAUSE
	# FIRES
	PERCENT
	ACRES

	Lightning
	73
	96.04%
	1036.45

	Equipment
	
	
	

	Smoking
	
	
	

	Campfire
	
	
	

	Debris Burning
	
	
	

	Children
	
	
	

	Fireworks
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous
	1
	1.32%
	.1

	Arson
	1
	1.32%
	.1

	Power Line
	1
	1.32%
	8.9

	  TOTAL
	76
	100%
	1045.55


LIGHTNING FIRES
Nez Perce
	SUPPRESSION
 RESPONSE
	# FIRES
	ACRES BURNED

	Control
	60
	522.85

	Wildland Fire Use
	17
	1450

	TOTAL
	77
	1971.2


Clearwater
	SUPPRESSION
 RESPONSE
	# FIRES
	ACRES BURNED

	Control
	36
	16.85

	Wildland Fire Use
	37
	1019.6

	   TOTAL
	73
	1036.45


PERSON CAUSED FIRES
Nez Perce
	SUPPRESSION           RESPONSE
	# FIRES
	ACRES BURNED

	Control
	7
	2.6

	TOTAL
	7
	2.6


Clearwater
	SUPPRESSION           RESPONSE
	# FIRES
	ACRES BURNED

	Control
	3
	9.2

	TOTAL
	3
	9.2


	FIRE OCCURRENCE

	CLEARWATER NATIONAL FOREST

	1921-2009

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	FIRES
	WILDFIRES
	WFU'S
	LIGHTNING
	PERSON
	WILDFIRE
	WFU
	TOTAL

	YEAR
	TOTAL
	TOTAL
	TOTAL
	NUMBER
	NUMBER
	ACRES
	ACRES
	ACRES

	2009
	76
	39
	37
	73
	3
	25.95
	1019.6
	1045.55

	2008
	34
	29
	5
	32
	2
	94.86
	400.25
	495.11

	2007
	87
	70
	17
	63
	7
	47,225
	3,207
	50,432

	2006
	142
	107
	33
	139
	2
	 
	 
	 

	2005
	47
	35
	12
	40
	7
	2661.4
	3027.3
	5688.7

	2004
	68
	56
	12
	66
	2
	72
	6.65
	78.65

	2003
	117
	93
	24
	113
	4
	33277.8
	7431.9
	40709.7

	2002
	90
	82
	8
	82
	8
	169.2
	303.5
	472.7

	2001
	47
	39
	8
	39
	8
	487.15
	2262.25
	2749.40

	2000
	126
	124
	2
	120
	6
	12366.35
	<1
	12336.6

	1999
	177
	155
	22
	172
	5
	40.05
	2410.8
	2450.85

	1998
	202
	186
	16
	199
	3
	491.5
	5472.55
	5964.05

	1997
	83
	80
	3
	81
	2
	37.7
	0.3
	38

	1996
	205
	201
	4
	194
	11
	351
	425
	776

	1995
	68
	66
	2
	64
	4
	30
	<1
	30

	1994
	360
	358
	2
	335
	25
	19398
	196
	19594

	1993
	45
	44
	1
	33
	12
	32
	<1
	32

	1992
	336
	318
	18
	323
	13
	1027
	28
	1055

	1991
	135
	125
	10
	112
	23
	139
	3062
	3201

	1990
	128
	120
	8
	120
	8
	155
	170
	325

	1989
	176
	176
	0
	170
	6
	155
	0
	155

	1988
	126
	124
	2
	115
	11
	3381
	1
	3382

	1987
	115
	105
	10
	78
	37
	1535
	536
	2071

	1986
	176
	170
	6
	162
	14
	250
	2
	252

	1985
	115
	115
	0
	108
	7
	2010
	0
	2010

	1984
	206
	191
	15
	198
	8
	90
	18
	108

	1983
	43
	41
	2
	41
	2
	6
	1
	7

	1982
	50
	49
	1
	43
	7
	2
	1
	3

	1981
	99
	92
	7
	86
	13
	88
	3835
	3923

	1980
	50
	50
	0
	42
	8
	6
	0
	6

	1979
	198
	195
	3
	168
	30
	155
	200
	355

	1978
	73
	73
	0
	62
	11
	43
	0
	43

	1977
	87
	87
	0
	68
	19
	294
	0
	294

	1976
	75
	75
	0
	65
	10
	68
	0
	68

	1975
	58
	58
	0
	52
	6
	12
	0
	12

	1974
	117
	117
	0
	79
	38
	26
	0
	26

	1973
	157
	157
	0
	137
	20
	127
	0
	127

	1972
	92
	92
	0
	82
	10
	15
	0
	15

	1971
	76
	76
	0
	50
	26
	66
	0
	66

	1970
	278
	278
	0
	263
	15
	189
	0
	189

	1969
	65
	65
	0
	55
	10
	28
	0
	28

	1968
	75
	75
	0
	71
	4
	52
	0
	52

	1967
	145
	145
	0
	138
	7
	3341
	0
	3341

	1966
	105
	105
	0
	101
	4
	6
	0
	6

	1965
	103
	103
	0
	98
	5
	5
	0
	5

	1964
	82
	82
	0
	81
	1
	12
	0
	12

	1963
	182
	182
	0
	169
	13
	255
	0
	255

	1962
	105
	105
	0
	99
	6
	385
	0
	385

	1961
	201
	201
	0
	192
	9 
	9863
	0
	9863

	1960
	57
	57
	0
	52
	5
	85
	0
	85

	1959
	74
	74
	0
	70
	4
	38
	0
	38

	1958
	110
	110
	0
	108
	2
	99
	0
	99

	1957
	17
	17
	0
	13
	4
	34
	0
	34

	1956
	114
	114
	0
	110
	4
	4
	0
	4

	1955
	30
	30
	0
	28
	2
	2
	0
	2

	1954
	27
	27
	0
	25
	2
	6
	0
	6

	1953
	119
	119
	0
	84
	35
	364
	0
	364

	1952
	75
	75
	0
	69
	6
	13
	0
	13

	1951
	98
	98
	0
	98
	0
	24
	0
	24

	1950
	72
	72
	0
	70
	2
	6
	0
	6

	1949
	82
	82
	0
	80
	2
	19
	0
	19

	1948
	19
	19
	0
	19
	0
	1
	0
	1

	1947
	77
	77
	0
	77
	0
	26
	0
	26

	1946
	153
	153
	0
	153
	0
	15
	0
	15

	1945
	100
	100
	0
	98
	2
	2010
	0
	2010

	1944
	139
	139
	0
	138
	1
	19
	0
	19

	1943
	56
	56
	0
	51
	5
	72
	0
	72

	1942
	158
	158
	0
	157
	1
	32
	0
	32

	1941
	188
	188
	0
	188
	0
	8
	0
	8

	1940
	313
	313
	0
	312
	1
	775
	0
	775

	1939
	138
	138
	0
	127
	11
	92
	0
	92

	1938
	105
	105
	0
	101
	4
	6
	0
	6

	1937
	188
	188
	0
	163
	25
	479
	0
	479

	1936
	139
	139
	0
	132
	7
	4245
	0
	4245

	1935
	83
	83
	0
	79
	4
	484
	0
	484

	1934
	89
	89
	0
	81
	8
	5627
	0
	5627

	1933
	65
	65
	0
	64
	1
	2
	0
	2

	1932
	71
	71
	0
	66
	5
	782
	0
	782

	1931
	80
	80
	0
	74
	6
	16261
	0
	16261

	1930
	151
	151
	0
	?
	?
	52
	0
	52

	1929
	119
	119
	0
	?
	?
	882
	0
	882

	1928
	141
	141
	0
	?
	?
	14617
	0
	14617

	1927
	171
	171
	0
	?
	?
	28
	0
	28

	1926
	58
	58
	0
	?
	?
	15627
	0
	15627

	1925
	173
	173
	0
	?
	?
	6471
	0
	6471

	1924
	155
	155
	0
	?
	?
	2634
	0
	2634

	1923
	42
	42
	0
	?
	?
	42
	0
	42

	1922
	83
	83
	0
	?
	?
	7397
	0
	7397

	1921
	23
	23
	0
	?
	?
	41
	0
	41


	FIRE OCCURRENCE

	NEZ PERCE NATIONAL FOREST

	1932-2008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	FIRES
	WILDFIRES
	WFU'S
	LIGHTNING
	PERSON
	ACRES
	ACRES
	ACRES

	YEAR
	TOTAL
	TOTAL
	TOTAL
	NUMBER
	NUMBER
	WILDFIRE
	WFU
	TOTAL

	2009
	84
	67
	17
	77
	7
	525.45
	1450
	1975.45

	2008
	80
	64
	16
	68
	12
	5079.8
	4094.5
	9174.3

	2007
	125
	94
	31
	87
	7
	104,269
	49,458
	153,727

	2006
	200
	168
	32
	182
	18
	49876.83
	7777.8
	57654.63

	2005
	146
	118
	28
	137
	9
	2984.77
	19,518.1
	22,502.87

	2004
	119
	84
	35
	102
	17
	44.7
	1108.75
	1153.45

	2003
	241
	222
	19
	223
	18
	38580.62
	6122.10
	44702.72

	2002
	144
	128
	16
	132
	12
	3534.7
	3187
	6721.7

	2001
	99
	82
	17
	85
	14
	4740.25
	7249.4
	11989.65

	2000
	148
	146
	2
	141
	7
	33077.75
	20.1
	33097.85

	1999
	161
	130
	31
	145
	16
	1800.15
	1271.5
	3071.65

	1998
	194
	175
	19
	189
	5
	611.25
	1734.1
	2345.35

	1997
	74
	57
	17
	69
	5
	13.7
	15.5
	29.2

	1996
	319
	302
	17
	301
	18
	14476
	28150
	42626

	1995
	86
	66
	20
	81
	5
	11
	14
	25

	1994
	339
	339
	0
	320
	19
	9119
	0
	9119

	1993
	62
	57
	5
	54
	8
	6
	0
	6

	1992
	304
	292
	12
	288
	16
	44966
	39
	45005

	1991
	283
	270
	13
	251
	32
	2207
	3311
	5518

	1990
	204
	202
	2
	174
	30
	654
	0
	654

	1989
	326
	326
	0
	310
	16
	8888
	0
	8888

	1988
	146
	143
	3
	125
	21
	105943
	520
	106463

	1987
	188
	160
	28
	157
	31
	13813
	10422
	24235

	1986
	159
	141
	18
	151
	8
	9658
	4071
	13729

	1985
	193
	191
	2
	183
	10
	13138
	0
	13138

	1984
	212
	174
	38
	306
	6
	110
	480
	590

	1983
	79
	69
	10
	71
	8
	923
	1
	924

	1982
	112
	99
	13
	104
	8
	28
	90
	118

	1981
	180
	169
	11
	160
	20
	5134
	2350
	7484

	1980
	42
	40
	2
	38
	4
	1006
	0
	1006

	1979
	313
	301
	12
	280
	33
	261
	16313
	16574

	1978
	113
	113
	0
	84
	29
	61
	0
	61

	1977
	127
	127
	0
	100
	27
	3883
	0
	3883

	1976
	95
	95
	0
	87
	8
	7
	0
	7

	1975
	74
	74
	0
	60
	14
	44
	0
	44

	1974
	134
	134
	0
	82
	52
	532
	0
	532

	1973
	247
	247
	0
	208
	39
	9006
	0
	9006

	1972
	232
	232
	0
	224
	8
	111
	0
	111

	1971
	82
	82
	0
	49
	33
	5640
	0
	5640

	1970
	224
	224
	0
	203
	21
	341
	0
	341

	1969
	85
	85
	0
	58
	27
	515
	0
	515

	1968
	120
	120
	0
	101
	19
	4223
	0
	4223

	1967
	386
	386
	0
	366
	20
	17176
	0
	17176

	1966
	167
	167
	0
	135
	32
	726
	0
	726

	1965
	146
	146
	0
	129
	17
	343
	0
	343

	1964
	58
	58
	0
	51
	7
	27
	0
	27

	1963
	206
	206
	0
	183
	23
	331
	0
	331

	1962
	86
	86
	0
	72
	14
	573
	0
	573

	1961
	332
	332
	0
	318
	14
	14878
	0
	14878

	1960
	118
	118
	0
	92
	26
	8516
	0
	8516

	1959
	153
	153
	0
	140
	13
	53
	0
	53

	1958
	171
	171
	0
	160
	11
	358
	0
	358

	1957
	122
	122
	0
	108
	14
	551
	0
	551

	1956
	102
	102
	0
	98
	4
	58
	0
	58

	1955
	88
	88
	0
	77
	11
	47
	0
	47

	1954
	72
	72
	0
	60
	12
	76
	0
	76

	1953
	244
	244
	0
	185
	59
	3920
	0
	3920

	1952
	106
	106
	0
	84
	22
	57
	0
	57

	1951
	164
	164
	0
	151
	13
	486
	0
	486

	1950
	84
	84
	0
	72
	12
	436
	0
	436

	1949
	193
	193
	0
	181
	12
	294
	0
	294

	1948
	22
	22
	0
	15
	7
	54
	0
	54

	1947
	93
	93
	0
	81
	12
	210
	0
	210

	1946
	310
	310
	0
	302
	8
	2645
	0
	2645

	1945
	85
	85
	0
	79
	6
	8262
	0
	8262

	1944
	123
	123
	0
	119
	4
	320
	0
	320

	1943
	71
	71
	0
	59
	12
	3643
	0
	3643

	1942
	122
	122
	0
	111
	11
	199
	0
	199

	1941
	213
	213
	0
	206
	7
	4
	0
	4

	1940
	331
	331
	0
	314
	17
	9055
	0
	9055

	1939
	224
	224
	0
	205
	19
	19764
	0
	19764

	1938
	143
	143
	0
	134
	9
	49
	0
	49

	1937
	192
	192
	0
	161
	30
	561
	0
	561

	1936
	205
	205
	0
	184
	21
	766
	0
	766

	1935
	228
	228
	0
	202
	26
	2055
	0
	2055

	1934
	79
	79
	0
	54
	25
	2049
	0
	2049

	1933
	45
	45
	0
	31
	14
	2637
	0
	2637

	1932
	46
	46
	0
	31
	15
	253
	0
	253

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Fire Occurrence By District – Clearwater National Forest

	 
	PIERCE
	PALOUSE
	N.FORK
	KELLY
	LOCHSA
	POWELL
	BUNGALOW
	TOTAL

	YEAR
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. Avg.

	2009
	
	
	
	
	14
	21.1
	
	
	29
	24.2
	33
	34.9
	
	
	76
	83.3

	2008
	 
	 
	 
	 
	14
	35.6
	 
	 
	15
	26.8
	6
	40.6
	 
	 
	34
	93.4

	2007
	 
	 
	5
	4.4
	19
	34.2
	 
	 
	33
	24
	30
	36.2
	 
	 
	87
	110.2

	2006
	 
	 
	10
	4.1
	44
	35.5
	 
	 
	46
	22
	42
	38.9
	 
	 
	142
	109.8

	2005
	 
	 
	1
	3.2
	9
	34.9
	 
	 
	11
	22.1
	26
	43.5
	 
	 
	47
	116.1

	2004
	 
	 
	5
	3.3
	21
	38.4
	 
	 
	17
	21.3
	30
	42
	 
	 
	68
	118.2

	2003
	 
	 
	1
	7.3
	10
	48.3
	 
	 
	24
	25.7
	82
	48.5
	 
	 
	117
	147

	2002
	 
	 
	2
	7.3
	19
	49.1
	 
	 
	29
	23.5
	39
	41.5
	 
	 
	89
	139.8

	2001
	 
	 
	5
	7.5
	11
	55.5
	 
	 
	14
	26.3
	17
	51.5
	 
	 
	47
	164.5

	2000
	 
	 
	8
	7.6
	50
	56.5
	 
	 
	24
	27.4
	44
	56.7
	 
	 
	126
	173.3

	1999
	46
	26.7
	3
	7.7
	71
	55.3
	 
	 
	22
	27.5
	35
	56.3
	 
	 
	177
	173.5

	1998
	35
	26.8
	4
	8.1
	88
	52.7
	 
	 
	20
	29.8
	55
	56
	 
	 
	202
	173.4

	1997
	17
	25.6
	2
	8.2
	32
	48.5
	 
	 
	13
	28.6
	19
	54.9
	 
	 
	83
	165.8

	1996
	31
	25.6
	1
	9
	38
	48.8
	 
	 
	47
	28.9
	88
	56.7
	 
	 
	205
	169

	1995
	8
	26.5
	2
	10.3
	44
	52.1
	 
	 
	3
	25.4
	11
	51.7
	 
	 
	68
	166

	1994
	35
	29.4
	45
	12.1
	120
	50.1
	 
	 
	61
	25.8
	95
	53.3
	 
	 
	356
	170.7

	1993
	12
	29.7
	1
	9.5
	18
	42.1
	 
	 
	2
	21.5
	12
	50.1
	 
	 
	45
	155.7

	1992
	53
	28.8
	4
	10.2
	83
	41.4
	 
	 
	57
	22.1
	139
	49.9
	 
	 
	336
	155.5

	1991
	14
	25.1
	6
	10.1
	21
	33.7
	 
	 
	25
	17.7
	69
	36.7
	 
	 
	135
	126.9

	1990
	16
	24.8
	9
	10.8
	38
	32.5
	 
	 
	25
	16.1
	40
	34.6
	 
	 
	128
	123.3

	1989
	47
	25
	7
	10.5
	45
	29.2
	 
	 
	45
	14.8
	32
	31.4
	 
	 
	176
	115.5

	1988
	23
	22.4
	5
	11.8
	46
	29.7
	 
	 
	8
	14.3
	44
	31.4
	 
	 
	126
	117.8

	1987
	17
	21.1
	10
	12.2
	35
	28.4
	 
	 
	16
	14.1
	37
	27.7
	 
	 
	115
	112.5

	1986
	40
	20.9
	14
	13.4
	71
	26.2
	 
	 
	12
	13.3
	38
	25.7
	 
	 
	175
	109.7

	1985
	37
	17.8
	20
	13.4
	24
	20.6
	 
	 
	7
	12.8
	27
	23.5
	 
	 
	115
	99.7

	1984
	38
	15
	19
	12
	40
	20.4
	28
	12.3
	18
	12.6
	63
	21.7
	 
	 
	206
	94

	1983
	3
	12.6
	8
	12.1
	11
	17.4
	3
	12.9
	8
	11.8
	10
	18.3
	 
	 
	43
	85.1

	1982
	16
	16.8
	3
	11.6
	6
	17.5
	5
	14.9
	13
	13.8
	7
	21.9
	 
	 
	50
	96.5

	1981
	11
	17.1
	13
	 
	9
	18.7
	9
	16.8
	9
	13.5
	48
	23.2
	 
	 
	99
	100.6

	1980
	18
	17
	6
	 
	5
	19.5
	1
	17.5
	12
	13.3
	8
	21
	 
	 
	50
	98.3

	1979
	21
	18.3
	20
	 
	50
	24.5
	36
	22.9
	40
	15.5
	32
	26.6
	 
	 
	199
	121.1

	1978
	10
	16.8
	9
	 
	33
	20.5
	8
	21.2
	6
	12.6
	7
	24.7
	 
	 
	73
	107.7

	1977
	15
	16.1
	22
	 
	13
	17.6
	12
	23
	8
	12.7
	17
	26.9
	 
	 
	87
	107.9

	1976
	9
	16.3
	14
	 
	15
	18.2
	14
	22.9
	7
	15.8
	16
	28
	 
	 
	75
	113.5

	1975
	9
	16.9
	6
	 
	22
	18.2
	7
	22.3
	5
	16.6
	9
	30
	 
	 
	58
	116.4

	1974
	14
	17.2
	20
	 
	10
	19
	34
	22.7
	10
	18.1
	29
	31
	 
	 
	117
	121

	1973
	45
	16.7
	3
	 
	12
	19.8
	23
	20.8
	28
	18.1
	46
	29.4
	 
	 
	157
	117.5

	1972
	19
	12.8
	 
	 
	18
	24.1
	24
	21
	10
	17.7
	20
	30.1
	 
	 
	91
	120

	1971
	10
	11.5
	 
	 
	17
	24.4
	16
	21.3
	7
	18
	26
	30.8
	 
	 
	76
	121.5

	1970
	31
	11.6
	 
	 
	55
	24.8
	55
	21.9
	34
	19.4
	64
	36.9
	39
	19.3
	278
	133.9

	1969
	6
	8.7
	 
	 
	10
	21.3
	19
	17.2
	11
	17.7
	13
	 
	6
	16.4
	65
	111.8

	1968
	3
	8.9
	 
	 
	4
	22.4
	26
	16.8
	7
	18.5
	29
	 
	6
	16.9
	75
	112.7

	1967
	17
	11.2
	 
	 
	19
	23.7
	11
	16.2
	39
	20.5
	28
	 
	29
	18.3
	143
	116.2

	1966
	15
	9.8
	 
	 
	15
	22.2
	8
	15.8
	15
	16.8
	36
	 
	15
	15.5
	104
	103.6

	1965
	12
	12.3
	 
	 
	30
	23.2
	11
	17.1
	20
	17.2
	19
	 
	12
	14.9
	104
	104.6

	1964
	9
	12.5
	 
	 
	18
	20.5
	15
	16.6
	10
	15.3
	13
	 
	17
	14.3
	82
	97.2

	1963
	6
	11.9
	 
	 
	55
	19.2
	25
	15.3
	24
	14.7
	53
	 
	19
	13.9
	182
	91.7

	1962
	6
	14.3
	 
	 
	21
	15
	27
	16.7
	13
	14.8
	27
	 
	12
	13.2
	106
	85.4

	1961
	11
	15.4
	 
	 
	21
	14.7
	22
	15.2
	21
	14.6
	87
	 
	38
	13.7
	200
	82.3

	1960
	2
	17.2
	 
	 
	20
	15.8
	8
	14.5
	17
	14
	 
	 
	10
	10.6
	57
	72.1

	1959
	8
	17.5
	 
	 
	21
	15.9
	15
	15.2
	19
	13.5
	 
	 
	11
	10.7
	74
	72.8

	1958
	26
	19.5
	 
	 
	17
	14.6
	20
	15.7
	27
	13.1
	 
	 
	20
	10.7
	110
	73.6

	1957
	3
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	7
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	17
	 

	1956
	40
	 
	 
	 
	25
	 
	21
	 
	19
	 
	 
	 
	9
	 
	114
	 

	1955
	14
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	6
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	6
	 
	30
	 

	1954
	3
	 
	 
	 
	5
	 
	2
	 
	4
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	27
	 

	1953
	30
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	39
	 
	25
	 
	 
	 
	12
	 
	119
	 

	1952
	17
	 
	 
	 
	18
	 
	12
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	17
	 
	75
	 

	1951
	29
	 
	 
	 
	32
	 
	15
	 
	15
	 
	 
	 
	7
	 
	98
	 

	1950
	5
	 
	 
	 
	21
	 
	15
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	11
	 
	64
	 

	1949
	28
	 
	 
	 
	8
	 
	20
	 
	15
	 
	 
	 
	11
	 
	82
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire Occurrence by District – Nez Perce National Forest

	 
	Slate Cr.
	D-2
	 
	D-3
	 
	Clearwater
	Red River
	Moose Creek
	D-7
	 
	D-8
	 
	TOTAL

	YEAR
	# Fires
	10 Yr Av
	# Fires
	10 Yr.
	# Fires
	10 Yr. 
	# Fires
	10 Yr Av
	# Fires
	10 Yr Av
	# Fires
	10 Yr Av
	# Fires
	10 Yr. 
	# Fires
	10 Yr. 
	# Fires
	10 Yr Av

	2009
	28
	28.6
	
	
	
	
	10
	14.4
	20
	45.7
	26
	42.8
	
	
	
	
	84
	125.3

	2008
	12
	30.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	27.4
	24
	52.5
	21
	48.9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	77
	146.00

	2007
	24
	29.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	19
	25.4
	37
	50.1
	45
	46.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	125
	157.7

	2006
	42
	28.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	33
	23.9
	80
	48
	45
	44
	 
	 
	 
	 
	200
	152.6

	2005
	29
	28.6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	22
	23.7
	63
	53.7
	32
	44.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	146
	162.8

	2004
	21
	27
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	22.8
	38
	51.8
	48
	41.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	119
	154.8

	2003
	36
	29.2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	28
	24.1
	75
	61.8
	102
	45.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	241
	176.8

	2002
	16
	26.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	22.4
	62
	56.2
	46
	35.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	144
	158.4

	2001
	17
	29.9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	28
	23.3
	28
	56.9
	26
	41.1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	99
	173.2

	2000
	61
	31.4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	23.1
	30
	68.9
	37
	44
	 
	 
	 
	 
	148
	190.3

	1999
	18
	29
	 
	 
	 
	 
	18
	24.9
	55
	71.8
	70
	44.6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	161
	195.7

	1998
	31
	35.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	54
	26.9
	33
	78.9
	17
	40.7
	59
	 
	 
	 
	194
	212.2

	1997
	14
	34.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	22.2
	16
	82.7
	17
	42.3
	23
	 
	 
	 
	74
	207.1

	1996
	43
	37.4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	31
	23.3
	137
	87.9
	50
	43.9
	58
	 
	 
	 
	302
	215.7

	1995
	13
	35.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	21.9
	44
	80.3
	5
	42.7
	11
	 
	 
	 
	66
	199.6

	1994
	43
	36.1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	25
	22.4
	138
	83.7
	87
	47.8
	46
	 
	 
	 
	339
	212.1

	1993
	11
	32.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	11
	22.2
	19
	73.7
	2
	43.3
	19
	 
	 
	 
	57
	195.6

	1992
	48
	32.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	29
	21.9
	69
	74.4
	100
	44.4
	46
	 
	 
	 
	292
	196.8

	1991
	32
	30.2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	26
	20.2
	148
	70.6
	55
	36.2
	22
	 
	 
	 
	270
	177.5

	1990
	37
	31.4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	38
	19.9
	59
	60.4
	43
	37.1
	34
	 
	 
	 
	202
	167.4

	1989
	86
	28.1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	38
	 
	126
	56.7
	31
	33
	47
	 
	 
	 
	326
	151.2

	1988
	21
	25.4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	 
	71
	53.7
	33
	35.8
	12
	 
	 
	 
	143
	148.7

	1987
	40
	26.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	15
	 
	68
	50.3
	33
	33.1
	27
	 
	 
	 
	160
	145.8

	1986
	24
	25.4
	 
	 
	 
	 
	17
	 
	61
	46.5
	38
	30.6
	19
	 
	 
	 
	141
	142.5

	1985
	19
	24.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	18
	 
	78
	44
	56
	27.8
	21
	 
	 
	 
	191
	137.9

	1984
	10
	25.3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	23
	 
	38
	38.2
	42
	23.9
	61
	 
	 
	 
	174
	126.2

	1983
	11
	26.1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8
	 
	26
	36.2
	13
	22.7
	11
	 
	 
	 
	69
	122.2

	1982
	22
	33.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	 
	31
	38.6
	18
	23.7
	16
	 
	 
	 
	99
	140

	1981
	44
	34.3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	23
	 
	46
	42.3
	64
	25.4
	1
	 
	 
	 
	169
	153.3

	1980
	4
	30.8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	22
	40.7
	2
	20.9
	13
	 
	 
	 
	40
	144.6

	1979
	59
	33.3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	96
	41.2
	59
	25.3
	85
	 
	 
	 
	301
	163

	1978
	34
	28.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	37
	33.6
	6
	20.7
	37
	 
	 
	 
	114
	141.4

	1977
	27
	27.7
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	30
	34
	8
	20.8
	63
	 
	 
	 
	127
	142

	1976
	18
	32.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	36
	33.2
	10
	24.7
	31
	 
	 
	 
	95
	167.9

	1975
	24
	33.9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	8
	21.4
	20
	32.1
	17
	27.9
	5
	 
	 
	 
	74
	175.1

	1974
	18
	33.5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	14
	22.8
	18
	31.9
	30
	30.1
	41
	 
	13
	19.9
	134
	182.3

	1973
	88
	32.3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	17
	22
	50
	30.8
	23
	28.7
	34
	 
	36
	18.9
	247
	174.7

	1972
	27
	28
	 
	 
	17
	14.5
	36
	20.8
	68
	26.8
	35
	33.1
	17
	 
	32
	17.2
	232
	170.6

	1971
	9
	26.1
	 
	 
	7
	14.2
	4
	18.4
	30
	20.8
	19
	31.1
	8
	 
	6
	14.3
	82
	156

	1970
	29
	26.3
	 
	 
	22
	17.5
	34
	21.2
	27
	20.7
	46
	41.9
	38
	 
	28
	18.2
	224
	181

	1969
	13
	25.8
	 
	 
	9
	15.3
	14
	19.4
	20
	19.9
	13
	38
	10
	 
	5
	16.5
	85
	170.4

	1968
	24
	 
	 
	 
	16
	 
	6
	 
	41
	 
	7
	 
	14
	 
	12
	 
	120
	 

	1967
	75
	 
	22
	 
	33
	 
	71
	 
	22
	 
	47
	 
	77
	 
	39
	 
	386
	 

	1966
	32
	 
	9
	 
	17
	 
	10
	 
	25
	 
	42
	 
	19
	 
	13
	 
	167
	 

	1965
	20
	 
	7
	 
	7
	 
	22
	 
	18
	 
	39
	 
	18
	 
	15
	 
	146
	 

	1964
	6
	 
	6
	 
	4
	 
	6
	 
	7
	 
	16
	 
	10
	 
	3
	 
	58
	 

	1963
	45
	 
	7
	 
	13
	 
	5
	 
	10
	 
	67
	 
	38
	 
	19
	 
	206
	 

	1962
	8
	 
	9
	 
	14
	 
	12
	 
	8
	 
	15
	 
	16
	 
	3
	 
	86
	 

	1961
	11
	 
	34
	 
	15
	 
	32
	 
	29
	 
	127
	 
	39
	 
	45
	 
	332
	 

	1960
	24
	 
	7
	 
	25
	 
	16
	 
	19
	 
	7
	 
	11
	 
	11
	 
	118
	 


2009 Musselshell Helitack 

Annual Report
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DATA
1.  Base Name  
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2.  Make and Model of Aircraft 
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3.  Tail Number 
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4.  Days on MAP                     Days on Extension                     Total Days on Contract 



(MAP = Mandatory Availability Period)


5.  Number of persons on Crew 


6.  Number of Initial Attacks for season 


7.  Percentage of time bucket/tank was used on initial attack fires 


8.  Number of Large Fires 


9.  Total Fire Flight Hours  


10. Total Non-Fire Flight Hours 


11. Total Flight Hours 


12. Availability Cost 

13. Total Contract Cost 

 

     (Includes availability, flight costs, fuel truck mileage, RON, extended standby, etc).

14. Total Number of passengers transported  

(Including Helitack Personnel)


15. Total Pounds of Internal Cargo  


16. Total Pounds of External Cargo  


17. Total Gallons of Water/Retardant dropped  

RAPPEL INFORMATION


1. Number of Rappellers 

(Number of rappellers stationed at this base)

2. Number of Training Rappels 

(A single rappeller down a rope =1 rappel)


3. Number of Operational Rappels 

(A single rappeller down a rope =1 rappel)


4. Number of Fires Staffed by Rappellers 

(Fires staffed using rappel as a means of deployment)


5. Number of Cargo Letdowns 

AERIAL IGNITION


1.  Is your Crew Aerial Ignition Certified?   Y               N  


2.  Type (and #’s) of Aerial Ignition Equipment:   Helitorch 
 PSD                         PSD 


3.  Hours flown on Aerial Ignition  


4.  Acres accomplished with aerial ignition 


5.  Number of spheres used                      Gallons of gelled fuel used  

OTHER

1.  Number of Person days on Fires.   


     (Example: 6 person crew on fire for 10 days = 60 person days)

2.  Flight hours for Non-Federal agencies. Fire                          Other 

3.  Provide an example of a Fire Suppression Effort that resulted in a significant resource or dollar savings, e.g. successful structure protection, decreased exposure to firefighters, multiple use of a helicopter on a wildfire, reduced number of shifts on a fire, etc. or any notable event that occurred with your helicopter and crew that you would like to report.

It was the slowest season ever on record at Musselshell Helibase.  The crew did lots of  project work, including fence reconstruction, facility and grounds maintenance, prescribed burning, trail clearing, and fuels reduction work that is not captured in this Data Questionare.  Over 600 person days were spent on project work.

GAC Helicopter Annual Report
The helicopter program for the Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Zone provided initial attack, passenger/cargo transport, extended attack fire support, water bucket work and natural resource management support on the fire zone and nationally.


Three Forest Service exclusive– use helicopter contracts were administrated on the zone in 2009, two type III high performance helicopters and  one type I, FS national contract helicopter. 

The two type III Bell 206 L4 contracts, one for 100 days and the second for 80 days, were procured with Hillcrest Aviation Company from Lewiston, Idaho. One type III helicopter was based in Grangeville, Idaho at the Grangeville Air Center. The second type III helicopter was based at the Musselshell Work Center on the Lochsa Ranger District, Clearwater N.F.

The FS National Contract type I helicopter was procured with Helicopter Transport Services Inc. from Corvallis, Ore. and was based at the Grangeville Air Center.


The Grangeville type III exclusive use contract helicopter N662H, flew a total of 139.3 + hours. The total fire flight hours were 101.1 hours and the total non–fire (project) flight hours were 38.2 hours. A total of 10 initial attack fire missions were flown and 1 large fire was supported. Helicopter 662H transported 27,459 pounds of internal cargo, 40,047 pounds of external cargo 383 passengers and dropped 54,501 gallons of water.
Module members provide operational and prescribed fire support for R-3 throughout the year.

Jeremy Beeson accepted the GS-07/08 Assistant Module Manager, VICE James Gleckler.

	Initial Attack
	Location

	 Lapwai Fire
	IDL

	Packer
	NPF

	Bentz Ridge
	NPF

	Ant Fire
	NPF

	Mud Springs
	NPF

	Green Ridge
	NPF

	Goddard
	NPF

	Demob
	NPF

	Henry Gulch
	NPF

	Bar Creek
	CWF

	Sherwin Creek
	NPF


	Support
	Location

	Packer
	NPF

	Bentz Ridge
	NPF

	Mud Springs
	NPF

	Green Ridge
	NPF

	Goddard
	NPF

	Cliff
	CWF

	Sherwin Creek
	NPF

	Long Prong
	W-W

	Back Bone
	SRF

	Bar Creek
	CWF

	Lake Creek
	PNF

	Langille
	GPF

	Golden Stair
	SNF

	Graves Creek
	NPF

	Warm Springs
	NPF

	W-W Investigation
	W-W


	Prescribed Fires
	Location

	Blue Mnt.
	NPF

	Selway Falls
	NPF

	806
	NPF

	Meadow Face
	NPF

	Little Medicine
	NPF

	North Lochsa Face
	CWF

	R-3 Rx Support
	R-3


Person days in the following diagrams are based on an eight hour work day.

Diagram 1
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Diagram 2
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Diagram 3
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Diagram 4
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Diagram 5
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Diagram 6
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Diagram 7
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Diagram 8
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Diagram 9
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Diagram 10
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2009 GRANGEVILLE AIR CENTER

     ATGS ANNUAL REPORT
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GENERAL OVERVIEW
· Air Tactical Group Supervisor:
Tom Bates, Grangeville Air Center
· Aircraft availability (N519WA):
June 15 to September 22
· Days available status: 


100

· Total flight hours:


81.3
· Total missions flown:


37
· Initial Attack:


16
· Extended Attack:


15

· Detection:



1
· Personnel Transport

1
· Moves; hail & airport closure
4
Hours flown per jurisdiction in 2009:

· Clear/Nez Zone:


17.1
· ID Dept Lands (IDL)


3.0
· MT,DNR:



38.3
· Tri-Region Coop (R4 &R6)

8.9
· Flathead NF



10.4
· BIA, (Crow Agency)


5.6
· Total:




83.3
Cont.

Previous years total flight hours:

2003 118.1

2004 73.8
2005 122.7
2006 325.6
2007 222.7
2008 204.6
AERIAL SUPERVISION

 The Regional Air Tactical platform came on June 15, at the Grangeville Air Center. The aircraft flew for 27 hours in the first 80 days of the contract. September provided a bit more activity with 55 flight hours in the last three weeks of the contract. Ponderosa again provided excellent service with an outstanding pilot and no unavailability due to maintenance. Robin Embry, ATGS (T) spent 10 days on assignment in September and completed her final evaluation. 

Prior to fire season I was a unit instructor for M-410 Facilitative Instructor, S-230 Crew boss, S-339 Div/Group Supervisor, Smokejumper Spotter Refresher and the Regional Aerial Supervision refresher. I refreshed with the Grangeville Smokejumper this spring and jumped one fire in R-6. 

We had one new Aerial Observer this season Russ Jones, along with Marion (Pogo) West, who staffed the detection aircraft. Backcountry Aviation was a new vendor on the Exclusive Use contract this season. The new pilots were very service oriented and learned the Zone quickly. 

Airstrip work continues. Wilson Bar and Shearer both had tree removal projects late this summer. Opportunities for assistance with airstrip maintenance are being explored with the National Smokejumper Association, the Recreational Aviation Foundation, and the Idaho Aviation Association chapters. 

Tom Bates 

Clear/Nez ATGS, Fixed-wing Coordinator

	2009 Grangeville Retardant Base Report
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Grangeville Smokejumpers

2009 Annual Report

Program Mission

The Grangeville Smokejumper Program is committed to providing a professional, efficient, and safety oriented workforce which is capable of meeting Fire and Land Management needs nationally.  Our primary program emphasis is on the deployment of well trained initial attack personnel to incidents in need of quick response, incidents with critical overhead needs, and incidents that are difficult to access due to terrain.  A secondary program emphasis is to maximize the skills and capabilities of our employees in order to help alleviate a broad range of resource shortages both locally and nationally, when they occur.

Our Goals:

· Provide well trained, professional firefighters with the leadership skills necessary to make safe and cost effective decisions at all levels.

· Continually seek out Methods and Training to improve Safety in High Risk Environments. 

· Adapt and Integrate the Smokejumper Program with future Fire Management Goals.

· Personnel development to ensure future management expertise and qualifications retention.

· Instill and Maintain Professional Attitudes in all our employees which allow for Safe, Positive, and Diverse working environments.

                                       Grangeville Smokejumper Unit Capabilities

The Grangeville smokejumper program possesses a diverse and unique skill set that is available for utilization by land managers nation wide.    The unit’s qualifications span from OSC2 to ICT5 in the operational arena, with most jumpers possessing at least one single resource qualification, if not several.   We also have a range of non-operational qualifications including, but not limited to:  RXB2,SOFL,FOBS, FEMO, and Line EMT..   The Grangeville program staffs each plane load of jumpers with an ICT3 and the qualifications to manage emerging type 3 incidents.    Each load has a wide range of qualifications on board that can assist in any fire related incident from suppression to monitoring.

Grangeville also possesses the capability to support wildfire incidents logistically through paracargo or delivery via landing at remote airstrips.   Due to the high payload and speed offered by smokejumper aircraft, large food/water orders, pump kits, and firing supplies (fuel, drip torches, fusees, etc…) can be assembled at the base and delivered to incidents anywhere in the Northwest in an expeditious manner.   The payload, speed, and relatively inexpensive flight time of smokejumper aircraft make the cost per unit delivered cheaper than rotary wing delivery  and considerably faster than packing with stock.  

The program takes an active role in prescribed fire efforts  through out  the US.   Grangeville jumpers provide several prescribed fire qualifications  including ignition specialists and RXB2s to projects in Region 3, Region 8, and Region 1.  Individuals are available to fulfill these commitments from September through May .  


Grangeville Smokejumpers also offer a variety of non-fire related services to land managers upon request.   Jumpers within the program are experienced tree climbers, utilizing both traditional spur climbing equipment  and  arborist equipment ( arbor climbing involves using a system of ropes to climb trees with out the aid of spurs).  Grangeville Jumpers participate in Asian Long-Horned Beetle eradication programs for APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service),  pollen collection, cone collection, and Scion Collection for Timber Stand Improvement Programs within the Forest Service, and other odd jobs that involve tree climbing.  

Gac Jumpers maintain a working relationship in the Timber arena in Region 1 in the off season, providing individuals to help put up timber sales.  In recent years, the program has been utilized on forests throughout Region 1 in Timber Sale Layout, Marking, Cruising, and Harvest inspection.   


The Grangeville Smokejumpers’ primary focus is on fire suppression, but the array of qualifications in the organization allow us to assist land managers in nearly any project on the resource management spectrum.   If a land manager has a need, there is a good possibility we have the skills and ability to complete their task.    

                                         2009 Season Summary


The Grangeville smokejumper program employed 30 smokejumpers in 2009.   The fire season throughout the west was slow to get started as unseasonably moist conditions dominated the region throughout May, June, and July.   When fire activity did begin to pick up, it was sporadic and short-lived.  Grangeville made it’s first fire jump on July 4 near Winchester, ID for the Idaho Department of Lands.   The base waited nearly a month for it’s next initial attack activity.  Throughout August and September the fire season progressed in fits and starts mirroring a weather trend of hot and dry periods punctuated with torrential downpours.  The plane was released the last week of September.  Days spent on assignment (2,385) were comparable to the three year average (2,649) in spite of the lack of fire activity nationally. 

 The diversity of the skills comprising the program allowed for collateral opportunities when jumpers were  not engaged in their primary suppression role. Of note were the 336 days spent assisting in the  Asian Long-horned Beetle eradication project in Worcester, MA, as well as the 563 days spent on fuels treatment projects in Regions 1, 3 and 8.   Jumpers also traveled to British Columbia to assist in fire suppression efforts in one of the province’s most active fire seasons on record. As would be expected, our suppression activity picked up considerably in July, peaked in August, and began a decline in the middle of September.   Prescribed fire activity stayed fairly steady throughout the year.  

Nationally, the Grangeville smokejumpers made 389 jumps (both fire and proficiency) with 3  minor injuries. There were no lost time injuries.  

Initial Attack Wildland Fire Activites –Dispatched from of Grangeville
	
	Fires Jumped
	Ground Fires
	Total

	Nez Perce N.F.
	15
	0
	16

	Idaho Department of Lands
	1
	0
	1

	Wenatchee N.F.
	1
	0
	1

	Umatilla N.F.
	2
	0
	2

	
	
	
	

	Totals:
	19
	0
	19


Fires Jumped out of Grangeville since 1951: 

2,419

Smokejumpers dropped out of Grangeville since 1951:  
8,230

2,385 Days In the Field- 2009
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Project Accomplishments

 
Prescribed Fire/Fuels Reduction
The program spent 1159 days on project work assignments locally and nationally in the 2009 fiscal year.   Fuels treatment accounted for nearly half of the days (563) spent in the field.   Individuals from the program were involved in Rx projects ten months of the year in 2009.  Three individuals finished Firing Boss Taskbooks, and one completed their RXB2 taskbook.  


Salmon River Seed Orchard

Individuals from the program assisted the Salmon River Seed Orchard (R1/R4 Genetics Research), climbing to  collect Ponderosa Pine pollen, Scion, and White Bark Pine Seed during the fall, winter, and spring of  the year.   Jumpers were also involved in Western White Pine Location, Orchard layout and design,  Genetic Specimen location, and chemical applications to control pathogens.     

Lookout Butte Renovation

In late june, several jumpers travelled to Lookout Butte on the Nez Perce National Forest in order to replace and reinforce decking on the structure.   The jumpers worked for two days, utilizings climbing equipment in order to secure themselves and safely make the necessary repairs.

	
	 
	Project Work Days 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	RX/Fuels Treatment
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Region 1:
	                Person/Days
	Treated Acres Assisted
	 

	 
	Nez Perce
	 
	88
	 
	1,490
	
	 

	 
	Dakota Prairie
	 
	9
	 
	221
	
	 

	 
	Custer NF
	 
	33
	 
	614
	
	 

	 
	Clearwater NF
	 
	96
	 
	193
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	 

	 
	Region 3
	 
	
	 
	
	
	 

	 
	Apache-Sitgreaves
	 
	145
	 
	23,160
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	 

	 
	Region 8
	 
	
	 
	
	
	 

	 
	Desoto RD
	 
	42
	 
	31,378
	
	 

	 
	Kisatchee NF
	 
	63
	 
	20,000
	
	 

	 
	Misc. R-8*
	 
	87
	 
	15,000
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 

	 
	Other Projects
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Aphis Asian-Long horned Beetle Climbing
	 
	336
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fire Course Instruction
	 
	38
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Trail/Lookout Maintenance
	 
	27
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Public Education
	 
	15
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Salmon River Seed Orchard
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	180
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fuels total days:
	563
	 
	Other Project:
	596
	 

	 
	Total Treated Assisted Acres:
	92,056
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


AIRCRAFT
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Leading Edge’s contract Twin Otter, Jumper 14, flew a total of 60.2 hours on a 115 day contract. 

Rick Tidwell was primary pilot and Nels Jensen flew relief .   Flight Hour Breakdown:   

39.5 hours were flown on Smokejumper Missions; 1.5 hours were flown on paracargo

missions; 11 hours were flown on logistical missions, and 7.8  hours were flown on forest project flights to deliver individuals and supplies into wilderness airstrips. 


The cost to the requesting office for flight time of  J-14 is relatively inexpensive at 

$900.42 per flight hour.   The average flight time per incident from take off to landing was little more than one  hour.    

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


GRANGEVILLE SMOKEJUMPER TRAINING


The Training Cadre at Grangeville takes a very proactive approach encouraging individuals within the program to progress in their training while employed at the base.  This emphasis on training is evident in the number and diversity of trainees within the program.  Jumpers are encouraged to pursue a diversity of qualifications outside of the traditional operational roles, as well as outside of fire.   This focus on diversity allows the program to assist land managers not only in fire suppression, but also with TSI, Timber Harvest, and other resource management areas.  


The cadre spends a good deal of their time as facilitators and instructors of fire courses, tree climbing certifications, and saw certifications outside of the jumper organization.   In 2009 Grangeville Jumpers spent over 40 days as Lead or Unit instructors outside of their obligations to the Smokejumper program.  They put on courses ranging from S-200 Initial Attack Incident Commander to M-410 Facilitative instructor.   GAC Jumpers also logged 4 days as saw certifiers for chainsaw certifications on and off the zone.   


2009 was the first year since 1974 that the Grangeville smokejumpers hosted rookie training.   Representatives from Missoula and West Yellowstone also participated as instructors.    Training started in Grangeville on May 26.   After the first week, rookies travelled to Missoula in order to complete the unit portion of training.   Following the units, the rookies and cadre returned to Grangeville to complete training.  On June 23, five rookie candidates (2 GAC, 2 MSO, 1 WYS) graduated and were placed on their respective lists. 

2009  Grangeville Smokejumper Qualifications

	 
	OPSC
	DIVS
	TFLD
	STCR
	STEN
	STDZ
	SOFR
	ICT3

	Qualified:
	 1 
	6
	6
	10
	4
	1
	 
	6

	Trainees:
	1
	3
	8
	8
	 4
	 1
	2
	4

	Qualified in 2009
	
	    
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	 
	ICT4
	ICT5
	CRWB
	ENGB
	DOZB
	FIRB
	FELB
	RXB2

	Qualified:
	19
	29
	22
	9
	5
	 16
	5
	4

	Trainees:
	4
	2 
	5
	9
	13
	13
	9
	5 

	Qualified in 2009
	( 2 )
	
	(1)
	
	( 2 )
	( 3 )
	(1 )
	(1)

	

	 
	FUM2
	FEMO
	FOBS
	SITL
	ATGS
	FALC
	FALB
	EMT

	Qualified:
	1
	8
	5
	 
	4
	18
	13
	4

	Trainees:
	2
	14
	13
	1
	2
	
	 
	 

	Qualified in 2009
	
	( 1 )
	( 1 )
	
	(1)
	(2)
	
	(1)


                                                    SMOKEJUMPER SPECIFIC

	
	Spotter
	Master Rigger*
	Senior Rigger*

	Qualified:
	8
	5
	13

	Trainees:
	2
	2
	6

	Qualified in 2009
	
	(1)
	(3)



            *Master And Senior Rigger are FAA Certifications

SIGNIFICANT   ACTIONS

Bentz Ridge Fire

The Grangeville Smokejumpers received a call to staff the Bentz Ridge fire at 13:27, July 27 2009.  Temperatures were in the high 90’s with low RH values.  The fire had been reported at 12:31 that afternoon and was already well established and rolling at 25 acres on state land with non-residential structures threatened.     The fire was burning actively on all flanks, in light fuels with 2-4 ft flame lengths, making spread potential high.    Although only 8 miles from Grangeville, the fire was in extremely steep terrain with limited road access, requiring a 90 minute drive and 30 minute hike for the ground forces responding from town.   Response time for the smokejumpers from the dispatch phone call to over the fire at 13:45 was 18 minutes.   


Once on scene, the jump plane had to hold out of the fire area for a short time to allow SEATs to work the top edge of the fire.  Eight jumpers were dropped on the fire shortly after 1400 and began working their way around the left flank.   As the jump ship departed, the IC radioed that he would probably be calling for a paracargo resupply of drinking water later in the day due to the intensity of the heat conditions and the difficulty of getting supplies to the fire from the ground. 

After picking up eight boosters from Missoula and delivering them to Grangeville, Jumper 14 returned to the Bentz Fire with a resupply of food and much-needed drinking water.  650 pounds of cargo was delivered in four passes to the top of the fire. The entire paracargo mission was completed in 30 minutes, from take off to landing.

By early evening, 8 district personnel, 3 helitack, and 8 jumpers had made it around ¾ of the fire perimeter.   They were slowed considerably in their progress on the right flank of the fire where a steeply timbered brushy draw with heavy 1,000 hr fuels and multiple rollouts was resisting containment.   The fire was turned over to the ICT3 jumper in charge for the remainder of the shift, allowing the district ICT3 to return to his home unit and address planning needs for the following day.  The jumpers and district personnel finally contained the Bentz Ridge Fire around midnight at 80 acres.     

The next morning, the district ICT3 returned to the incident and assumed command of the fire.   The jumpers worked two more shifts, assuming IC responsibilities the following evening as well, and were then released back to Grangeville for initial attack.

The Bentz Ridge fire had good potential to become a project fire.  It was located just one drainage away from where the Burnt Flats fire started and burned for nearly 25,000 acres in the year 2000.  The knowledge and expertise of the Salmon River ICT3 and his Operations personnel, excellent work from the SEAT program, and a quick response from the jumper base, all combined together to keep this incident small and relatively inexpensive.
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