WILDLAND FIRE DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEM (WFDSS):

I am delegating the authority for certifying (approving) Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS) decisions to the following Line Officer’s and Staff for the 2009 fire season;

· Joe Hudson, Moose Creek District Ranger

· Terry Nevius, Red River District Ranger

· Darcy Pederson, Clearwater District Ranger and Salmon River Acting District Ranger

· Jim Gray, Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Staff

· Bob Lippincott, Clearwater/ Nez Perce Deputy Fire Staff

· Ralph Rau, Deputy Forest Supervisor

District Rangers are responsible for the certification of all Wildland fires utilizing the Wildland Fire Decision Support System decisions (WFDSS) fires within their respective protection areas.  During any absences, District Rangers are responsible for contacting another approved Line or Staff Officer to certify WFDSS in their protection area. Response level I (the pre-planned response) is required of all unplanned ignitions and require Line/Staff officer review. Response levels II and III indicate extended attack or prolonged active management require Line/Staff officer approval.
Acting District Rangers do not have the authority to initially certify (approve) response level (II or III) of the WFDSS.  However, Acting District Ranger’s can approve periodic assessments (daily validation) after a response level (II or III) has been certified by an approved District Ranger or Staff Officer.  District Rangers must delegate the Acting District Ranger this authority in writing.  The delegation needs to identify the person, not the position.  Please provide a copy to the Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Staff or Deputy Fire Staff. 
WILDLAND FIRE SITUATION ANALYSIS (WFSA):

When a wildfire occurs or is projected to occur on multiple jurisdictions/protection areas, the affected agency administrators will together negotiate and select the decision analysis process for that fire (WFSA or WFDSS). If Wildland Fire Situational Analysis (WFSA) is determined to be the decision tool the following certification of approval list below applies. 

Certifications (approval) of Wildland Fire Situational Analysis (WFSA’s) are required, to be completed within 12 hours, for suppression actions that escape initial actions.  I am delegating the following District Rangers to approve WFSA’s for wildland fires occurring on their respective Districts which are not to exceed $2.0 million dollars in estimated suppression costs:

· Joe Hudson, Moose Creek District Ranger

· Terry Nevius, Red River District Ranger

· Darcy Pederson, Clearwater and Salmon River District Ranger

· Jim Gray, Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Staff

· Bob Lippincott, Clearwater/Nez Perce Deputy Fire Staff

· Ralph Rau, Deputy Forest Supervisor

In the event that you are not available to certify a WFSA, and there is not an available approved District Ranger to act on your behalf, the certification should be accomplished at the next higher level in the organization.  I have designated the following Staff Officers and Line officers to act on my behalf and have limited their approval authority not to exceed $10.0 million dollars in estimated suppression costs:

· Bob Lippincott, Clearwater/Nez Perce Deputy Fire Staff 
· Jim Gray, Fire Staff Officer
· Darcy Pederson, Clearwater and Salmon River District Ranger
· Terry Nevius, Red River District Ranger

Acting District Rangers do not have the authority to initially certify (approve) any WFSA.  However, Acting District Rangers can approve daily review (validation) after a WFSA has been certified by an approved District Ranger or Staff Officer.  District Ranger’s must delegate the Acting District Ranger this authority in writing.  The delegation needs to identify the person, not the position.  Please provide a copy to the Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Staff or Deputy Fire Staff.  

Required preparation expectations:

Please ensure that you and your acting(s) understand and are familiar with WFDSS and WFSA policies and procedures as outlined in the Guidance for Implementation of Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy, the appropriate Wildland Fire Use implementation guidebooks as well as the Clearwater/Nez Perce Fire Management Plan for 2009.  Please be cognizant of the direction for addressing firefighter and public safety as well as cost containment issues within your WFSA or WFDSS document.
If you have any questions regarding the management of the wildland fire within your area of responsibility or need clarification of any information contained in this delegation letter please contact Bob Lippincott or Jim Gray.
