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Evening Brief
Date: July 31, 2026

Preparedness Levels & Great Basin Fire Activity (from IRWIN)

Great Basin PL 3 [Light Initial Attack Activity
National PL5 |New Fires and Acres: 15 fires / 1,111.8 Acres / 7,552 acres Large Fire Growth

Weather Summary:

*** High Risk Sat-Sun for Idaho/Wyoming/Northern Utah and for Wyoming on Monday for Gusty
Winds/Low RH with Dry Cold Frontal Passage ***

*** Hot/Dry Weather Spreads Eastwards this Week as Monsoon Fades ***

Very dry air moves into most of the Great Basin, including the eastern areas which have seen several
days of monsoonal showers & thunderstorms. Strong high pressure builds across the Great Basin with
above normal midsummer temperatures, and some areas near records.

Fuels will become more critical regionwide as the hot/dry conditions spread eastward and the
monsoon becomes suppressed for the time being. Relative humidity will drop into the low single digits
in many areas, along with poor recoveries at night. High Risk for gusty winds/low RH has been issued
for parts of Idaho, Wyoming, into northern Utah Sat-Sun and for western Wyoming Monday as a strong
dry cold front approaches and moves through the northern Great Basin, bringing winds of 30-40 mph
and RH 8-15% over rapidly drying fuels. Winds will likely be gusty overnight in western Idaho Saturday
info Sunday as the front moves through, with a wind shift to the northwest.

The next opportunity for monsoon moisture bringing a return of thunderstorms would be to southern
half of the region mid to late next week, which could bring more ignitions before moisture is
beneficial, especially after a week of very hot and dry weather.

Fuels/Fire Potential:

Fuels contfinue to dry region-wide. Overall fire danger has increased significantly across most of Idaho
and Wyoming and fuels continue to steadily dry out in Nevada, Utah, and the AZ Strip, as the
monsoonal influence begins to wane. By the end of the 7-day period most areas will likely be at or
above the 90th percentile and be considered “critical” for large fire potential. Existing large fires will
have opportunity for continued growth along with the potential for holdovers from recent lightning.
Burn periods will likely lengthen due to low single digit relative humidity during the day and poor
recoveries at night.



Resources:

Aviation within the Great Basin
o O VLAT, 12 LATs, 0 CL-415, 2 CL-215

O O O 0O O O

16 SEATs, 2 SES, 2 LP, 10 AA, 3 ASM, O HLCO
13 Type 1 Helicopters / 12 Comm.
O Type 1 HRAP /0 Comm.
9 Type 2 Helicopters / 7 Comm.
2 Type 2 HRAP / 0 Comm.
16 Type 3 Helicopters / 15 Comm.

Crews Committed within the Great Basin

o

151HCs / 0 Available / 0 R&R

o 22 Type 2IA / O Available / 3 R&R

Current Incident Details Todays Activity (from IRWIN):

Pt. of Origin

Incident Name Unigue Fire ldentifier Size Status Lattitude Longitude Gfggge

Habitat
Ward 2026-NVHTF-040303 1000 | Mot Contained 39103167 |-114.89485 MO
Chicken 2026-IDEIC-000151 0.1|Mat Contained 4357935 |-111.34972 MO
Billy Goat 2026-UTHNES-100213 01[0ut 7/31/26 40.317514 |-110.03269 0
4300 West 2026-UTBRS-200545 01| Controlled 07/31/26 [41.859217 [-111.85105 MO
Maryland 2026-NVCCD-030641 4(Controlled 7/31/26 |39.6315 -118.78812 MO

Eberhard 2026-UTHNWS-200544 0| Controlled 7/31/26 [39.844888 [-111 PHMA
40-68 2026-UTHNES-100215 01| Contained 7/31/26 (4020712 |-110.7357 MO
Flatiron 2026-UTDRD-005251 0.1|Mot Contained 38,8875 -109.09472 [
Wet Sandy 2026-UTCPD-000442 01| Contained 7/31/26 [37.285383 |[-113.26742 MO
Buckhorn 2026-UTDRD-005252 0.5|Mat Contained 33 864889 |-109.10628 MO
Mile 2026-UTDRD-005253 1Mot Contained 3976025 |-110.38353 MO
Big Rock 2026-IDIFD-000152 100 Mot Contained 4363805 |-111.66427 MO
Delvada 2026-NVHUMK-020471 542 |Controlled ¥/31/26 |41.0948 -117.53862 MO
Bear Trap 2026-UTDRD-005257 0.1|Mat Contained 37.993117 |-109.16328 MO
Bison 2026-UTSES-005259 0.1|Mot Contained 39433917 |-109.27662 MO

For additional information go to: Great Basin Coordination Center Web Site



http://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/index.php

