
      Seasonal Outlook for March - June 2021   

 

WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL: 

Over the last 30 days precipitation has been 

well below normal across southern areas of 

the Great Basin.  Parts of Idaho, Wyoming into 

far northern Utah and into northwest/western 

Nevada have seen above normal precipitation, 

mainly due to the significant storms at the 

end of January into early February.  

Temperatures have been above normal across 

most areas, however cold fronts have brought 

cooler weather at times  (Fig 1) The significant 

storms in late January/early February over 

western areas were enough in northwest 

Nevada to bring the water year precipitation 

out of the deficit.  However, the rest of 

Nevada/Utah/AZ Strip remains well below 

normal.  ERCs are near or below normal across 

northern areas but have returned to well 

above normal or even near record levels 

across parts of Nevada, Utah and the AZ Strip.  

(Fig 2)  

Extreme to exceptional drought continues 

across most of Nevada/Utah and the AZ Strip.  

The drought is likely to persist through the 

next few months despite the recent wetter 

weather.  (Fig 3) Recent strong storms have 

brought significant increases to the snowpack 

in parts of the Sierra, Nevada and Utah; 

however, the snowpack is still below normal 

across the southern half of the Great Basin., 

and the snowpack remains near normal across 

Idaho and Wyoming.  (Fig 4) 



  
WEATHER/FUELS (cont.)  

Carryover fuels are expected to be compacted 

by Januar/early February lower elevation 

snowfall in parts of western and northern 

Nevada.  Therefore, fine fuel loading is 

expected to be lower this year as compared to 

recent years across northern Nevada into 

northern Utah.  This may even reduce the risk 

of ignition and spread of winter/spring 

shooting fires.  

Cooler temperatures and some wet weather 

are expected across the region as storms 

routinely move through mid to late march.  

The best chance of above normal precipitation 

will remain over the northern 1/2 of the Great 

Basin, however, even southern areas will see 

lighter precipitation at times.  La Nina is 

expected to continue to influence the weather 

pattern and keep wet/cool conditions mainly 

north across the Pac NW, northern Rockies 

and Idaho/Wyoming and drier weather 

further south. (Fig 5 and 6) 

FIRE POTENTIAL 

Overall, fire potential will remain normal 

through April, which would indicate little 

threat of significant fire potential.  By May, 

assuming conditions return to warm/dry as 

expected over the southern half of the Great 

Basin, we may see above normal fire potential 

in the higher terrain of southern Utah, the AZ 

Strip and the Spring Mountains of Southern 

Nevada due to prolonged drought stress and 

warm/dry weather. Elsewhere, fire potential 

is expected to remain normal, with low 

significant fire potential through May.  

Assuming fine fuels are compacted by 

snowfall in the lower elevations this winter in 

Nevada/Utah, this would lower our fine fuel 

loading.  Therefore, we would expect lower 

fire potential overall heading into the fire 

season in the lower elevations.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. (30-day Temperature / Precipitation)               Fig 2. (Live Fuel Moisture) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3.  (Drought)      Fig 4. (Snowpack) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Fig 5.       

Fig 5 (CPC March 2021 Outlook)                                                        Fig 6.  (CPC Apr - Jun 2021 Outlook) 
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