
Seasonal Outlook for May - August 2023   

 

WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL: 

Temperatures over the last 30 days have been 

well below normal across the Great Basin, and 

well below normal in Idaho, Wyoming and 

northern Utah.  Precipitation has been drier 

than normal across all areas. (Fig 1). The 

wetter conditions over the last 6 to 9 months 

(Fig 2 and Fig 3) which ended up producing an 

above average grass/fine fuel crop in certain 

areas, along with some carryover fuels in parts 

of southern Idaho into Nevada (Fig 4). The 

snowpack, already well above normal at the 

start of the month, is in the downward trend 

across the region, but remains well above 

normal for the time of year.  The snowpack 

has really dropped in the far south due to 

warm/dry weather.Snowpack remains 

between 200-300 % of normal across Nevada, 

Utah, and Arizona, otherwise snowpack 

ranges from 100-140% further north into 

Idaho and Wyoming.  (Fig 5). 

Fuel moisture remains high.  Fine fuels were 

above normal last year across the Snake River 

Plain and far northwest Nevada but were near 

or below normal elsewhere.  The snowfall 

earlier this winter down to valley floors in 

much of Nevada and Utah likely has 

compacted any carryover fine fuels. This is 

expected to decrease fine fuel load in these 

areas heading into the spring.  Significant new 

fine fuel growth is likely this year due to 

winter and spring precipitation, however the 

carryover component is expected to be lower, 

with the exception of the above-mentioned 

areas.   

 

 



  

WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL: 

As for future forecast weather, normal to cool 

conditions should continue May into June 

along with near normal to pockets of above 

normal precipitation with high soil moisture 

(Fig 6 and Fig 7).  Afterwards, a shift to warmer 

and drier conditions is expected later in July 

and August). This longer cool/wet pattern may 

prolong green-up, delay curing in some areas, 

and delay the onset of monsoon moisture, or 

make the monsoon weaker overall.  This will be 

monitored closely. 

Below normal fire potential is expected in most 

of the higher elevations of the southern half of 

the Great Basin in May and June due to high 

snowpack, as well as across the high Sierra 

June-July. Some areas of the Ely District in 

Nevada may have more significant grass 

growth in the lower elevations that have seen 

higher precipitation, and that will continue to 

be monitored heading into a potential delay in 

monsoon moisture. Areas further north will 

continue with Normal fire potential into early 

summer, but quickly may switch to above 

normal in the lower elevations when fuels cure 

toward July and August. Above average 

carryover fuels across parts of southern Idaho 

raises the threat of Above Normal Fire 

Potential by July, if not before. New fine fuel 

growth will likely be noteworthy over parts of 

northern Utah and Nevada as well.  Of note, 

years coming out of drought (Fig 8) tend to 

lead to an increase of fires and acres burned in 

the lower elevations of the Great Basin, 

especially when a very wet year follows an 

average or a wet winter the year before.  The 

fall/winter of 2021-2022 had a wet October 

and December which brought precipitation in 

many areas across the northern two thirds of 

the Great Basin to near normal for the winter.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. (April Precipitation and Temperature)                 Fig 2.   (Winter/Spring Precipitation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3.  (Monsoon Precipitation 2022)    Fig 4. (Fine Fuel Carryover) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5.  (Snowpack)      Fig 6.  (PS 4-Month Outlook) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 7.  (CPC Soil Moisture Anomaly)    Fig 8.  (Drought Changes from 2022-2023) 
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