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Mobilizing incident resources throughout the geographic area
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Seasonal Outlook for February-May 2017

WEATHER/FIRE POTENTIAL:

This past month (January) was much wetter
than normal in most areas, especially across
Western NV thru much of UT, Srn ID and Wrn
WY, with many areas receiving 200-400% of
normal precipitation (Fig 1). Snowpack above
5000 ft is the deepest in many years, about
150-200% of normal. 1000-hr fuels modified
significantly in all areas (Fig 2).

The persistent long term drought over the
past several years has diminished significantly,
with no large scale drought conditions in our
region (Fig 4). Climate models have backed
off on “La Nina”, now showing a trend
towards a weak to moderate El Nino by late
Summer. (Fig 3).

Long range climate outlooks lean towards
normal to wetter than normal conditions from
Feb-Apr, with the wettest being across NW NV
into ID. Temperatures near normal to slightly
cooler than normal (Fig 5). This should
maintain and grow the already above normal
snowpack across most mountain areas.
Across lower elevations, this should result in a
very healthy grass crop. The concern, starting
by May, is a trend to sharply warmer and drier
weather, which could initiate an early start to
the grass curing process going into June,
which is just beyond this 4 month outlook
period, and this will need to be monitored by
the upcoming seasonal outlooks.
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Fig 1. (Oct Precipitation and Temperature) Fig 2. (1000-Hr Fuels)

“La Nada”? Or “Weak El Nino”? Current Drought Monitor and Outlook
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Fig 3. (Trend to Weak La Nina) Fig 4. (Drought)
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UPDATED SCASNY/NADEN OUTLOOKS
Prepared JAN19, 2017
4 MONTH “SEASONAL BIG PICTURE" TRENDS SUMMARY
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Fig 5. (Predictive Services National 4-Month Weather Outlook)

Basil Newmerzhycky
Meteorologist - Predictive Services
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