Seasonal Outlook for January – April 2023
WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL:
December was a wet month for much of the
Great Basin and cooler than normal for the
northern half of the region. Precipitation was
above 200% of normal of much of the
northern half of Nevada into many areas of
Utah, the Arizona Strip and parts of western
Wyoming and central Idaho. The only drier
spots have been over southern Nevada and
small parts of Idaho into far northwest Utah.
(Fig 1) The snowpack has increased to over
150% of normal over all of Nevada, Utah and
into Arizona, and is 110-140% of normal in
Idaho and Wyoming. (Fig 2)
Fine fuels have largely been matted down by
low elevation long duration snowfall from
western Nevada eastward into Utah.
However, the moisture may allow for good
fine fuel growth in the spring, depending on
the weather pattern from March through
May.
Severe to extreme drought continues across
Nevada and Utah into southern Idaho and
western Wyoming with moderate drought
conditions further north into central Idaho.
There is a small area of exceptional drought in
central Utah. The drought is expected to
persist, but improve in Nevada, Utah, and the
Arizona Strip over the next several months
with improvements also likely in Idaho and
Wyoming. (Fig 3)

WEATHER/FUELS (cont.)
Fuel moisture is high across the Great Basin
with the active December weather pattern.
Southern Nevada may still see 10-hr fuel
moisture dip at time for a few small fires here
and there. (Fig 4) Soil moisture has increased
to near to above normal across the Great
Basin. (Fig 5)
Storms are expected to continue to affect the
Great Basin through the winter. These storms
will mostly affect the northern half of the
region due to La Nina but will at times drop
south and affect southern areas as well. (Fig
6)

FIRE POTENTIAL
Fire potential will remain normal/low across
the Great Basin for the next several months
due to high soil moisture, recent storms, and
more upcoming wet weather. Attention will
turn to April through June as spring fine fuel
growth occurs and the main concern will be
the lower elevations of Nevada and Utah,
depending on spring precipitation. Longer
duration snow on the ground in many areas of
Nevada and Utah have compacted the fine
fuels from the last 2 years, however, new
growth will be a concern. Some grass growth
may occur in southern areas as well, but
without above normal precipitation, areas
such as southern Nevada would not be a
major concern. But, conditions heading into
the spring will be monitored.
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