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Seasonal Outlook for October 2020 — January 2021

WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL:

Over the last 30 days precipitation has been
well below normal over nearly all of the Great
Basin, with only spotty areas of precipitation
in ID/WY/Eastern UT associated with
thunderstorms and cold fronts dropping down
from the north. Monsoon moisture did not
materialize at all across the Great Basin with
exception of a few pulses that brought periods
of lightning and only brief periods of weaker
moisture. Temperatures have remained
above normal across the region, with periods
of record heat. (Fig 1) Since October 2019,
the beginning of the water year, precipitation
has been below normal mostly regionwide,
except for the far south, which is above
normal due to 2019 precipitation and portions
of Idaho. ERCs rapidly rose in
August/September due to periods of very
hot/dry temperatures and dry conditions and
remained near or well above record levels
across most of Nevada/Utah/AZ Strip through
September. PJ/timber and sagebrush fuel
moisture are also well below normal and near
or at record levels as well over the southern
2/3 of the Great Basin. (Fig2) A Fuel and Fire
Behavior Advisory continues into early
October for parts of Idaho, eastern Nevada,
Utah and the AZ Strip.

Fuels and Fire Behavior
Advisory in Effect for Eastern
NV/UT/AZ Strip

Drought conditions worsened to extreme to
exceptional across Nevada/Utah and the AZ
Strip. The drought is likely to persist through
the next few months. (Fig 3) Soil moisture is
lower than normal for the time of year over
much of Nevada and Utah and the AZ Strip.

(Fig 4)
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WEATHER/FUELS (cont.)

Carryover fuels are still present from 2019
along with some new growth earlier in 2020
and have been contributing to fire behavior.
Above normal fine fuel loading will continue
to be an issue this fall when winds increase
with dry cold fronts and human activity
increases, with how critically dry fuels remain.

Above normal temperatures and dry weather
is expected through early to mid-October.
Cold fronts will begin moving through the
Great Basin again later in October bringing
more wind and possibly precipitation,
especially over the northern half of the region.
(Fig 5 and 6)

FIRE POTENTIAL

Fire potential remains high in October.
Above normal fire potential will remain across
much of the Great Basin as warm and dry
weather continues heading into October.
Fuels will remain much more critical than
January normal for Oftober due to the Ia.ck of
monsoon moisture and the continued
warm/dry conditions. Cold fronts may bring
more wind and possibly some precipitation by
mid-October. The wind will be a significant
concern in all fuel types, but especially where
prominent grass loading exists, and in areas
where fall recreation typically increases. Fire
potential should gradually diminish through
November/December due to shorter days and
cooling weather.
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Temperature & Precipitation
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Fig 1. (30-day Temperature / Precipitation)

Drought Monitor and Outlook

Drought Monitor Drought Outlook
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Fig 3. (Drought) Fig 4. (Soil Moisture)
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Fig 5 (CPC October 2020 Outlook) Fig 6. (CPC Nov - Jan Outlook)
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