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TETON INTERAGENCY FIRE 

2023 WILDLAND FIRE OUTLOOK 
June 6, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Significant Wildland Fire Potential -- June, July, August 2023 (June 1 2023, National Interagency Fire Center). 
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm. 

 

SUMMARY  

A wetter/cooler winter and a transition to neutral and El Niño conditions during the summer will support 

normal conditions and a normal outlook for significant wildland fire potential. 
 
The Great Basin Coordination Center ñSeasonal Outlook for June-September 2023ò shows the TIDC area 
with Normal fire potential for June-September. For additional information see: 

¶ GBCC monthly outlook:  https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/predictive/docs/monthly.pdf  

¶ Daily GBCC Fire Potential Briefing and related outlooks: https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/outlooks.php 
Potential fire activity for the Great Basin GACC is projected to be normal for June, with a below-normal 
outlook for central/southern Utah and southern Nevada. Most of the GACC remains normal for July-August, 
except for an above-normal outlook for western Idaho and northwest Nevada. 
 
During an average fire season, based on a 20-year fire history from 2001-2020), Bridger-Teton National 
Forest will average 52 unplanned fires (32 natural starts and 20 human-caused fires per year) for an average 
of 16,522 acres per year. Grand Teton National Park will average 10 unplanned fires (six natural starts and 
four human-caused fires per year) for an average of 1332 acres per year.  
 
The Teton Interagency Wildland Fire Outlook is updated monthly during fire season. Current information 
on fire conditions, fire indices and activity can be found at www.tetonfires.com, with local, regional and 
national outlooks at https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/dispatch/wy-tdc/home/predictive-services/outlooks.   

https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/predictive/docs/monthly.pdf
https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/outlooks.php
http://www.tetonfires.com/
https://gacc.nifc.gov/gbcc/dispatch/wy-tdc/home/predictive-services/outlooks
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CLIMATE AND FUELS  
(1) Area Snowpack and Streamflow 
For area watersheds, SNOTEL sites have mostly melted by early June, so basin-wide averages for snow 
water equivalent (SWE) are not valid due to the limited number of data sources. Maps of westwide and 
Wyoming Snotel conditions provide an overview of current conditions, though percentages may not be valid.  
 
Total Precipitation Water for the water year-to-date (Water YTD, beginning October 2022) is trending normal 
to slightly above normal for area watersheds.  
 

Table 1: Percent of 30-Year Average Snow Water Content and Precipitation by Basin.  

* = Analysis may not be valid measure of conditions.  
Wyoming Snow Precipitation Update (uwyo.edu). 06/04/23. 

 Snow Water Content Total Precipitation (Water YTD) 

Snake River 78 % * 98 % 
Upper Green River 93 % * 101 % 

Yellowstone 56 % 95 % 
Wind River 70 % * 106 % 

Upper Bear River (2 of 12 stations reporting 
SWE ï not valid) *  

127 % 

 

Figure 1a: Westwide SNOTEL - Snow Water Equivalent, Percent of Normal.   
Figure 1b: Wyoming SNOTEL - Snow Water Equivalent, Percent of Normal.  

 
REPRESENTATIVE SNOTEL SITES. Figures 1 c-e (below). SNOTEL Water Year to Date, Snow Water 
Equivalent for Grassy Lake (North Zone), Elkhart Park Guard Station (East Zone), and Snider Basin 
(West Zone). Generally, these representative sites exhibited normal to slightly above-normal moisture (in 
total precipitation and snow water equivalent), with a normal rate for snowmelt. Except for Snider Basin 
(south), drier than average conditions in late April and May has partly offset prior above-normal SWE. 
 
 

http://www.wrds.uwyo.edu/wrds/nrcs/snowprec/snowprec.html
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/gis/images/west_swepctnormal_update.png
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/gis/images/wy_swepctnormal_update.png
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/gis/images/wy_swepctnormal_update.png
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Figure 1c: NRCS Grassy Lake Snotel with season statistics (above), and Grassy Lake Snotel (Teton 
Zone), 499 (below) with YTD precipitation and snow water equivalent (SWE). 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Grassy%20Lake.html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=499&interval=WATERYEAR
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=499&interval=WATERYEAR
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Grassy%20Lake.html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/plot?sitenum=499&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&interval=WATERYEAR=2023&temp_unit=8&format=plot&autoscale=false&legendpos=right
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Figure 1d: NRCS Elkhart Snotel with season statistics (above), and Elkhart Snotel (Wind River Zone), 
468 (below) with YTD precipitation and snow water equivalent (SWE). 
 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Elkhart%20Park%20G.S..html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=468&interval=WATERYEAR
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=468&interval=WATERYEAR
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Elkhart%20Park%20G.S..html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/plot?sitenum=468&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&interval=WATERYEAR=2023&temp_unit=8&format=plot&autoscale=false&legendpos=right
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Figure 1e: Figure 1d: NRCS Snider Basin Snotel with season statistics (above), and Snider Basin Snotel 
(Wyoming Range Zone), 765 (below) with YTD precipitation and snow water equivalent (SWE). 

  
 

 
 
(2) Precipitation Monitoring  
The Wyoming precipitation map for the prior month reflects drier than normal precipitation, offset with areas of 
late May precipitation, which has come with isolated thunderstorms (30-day, Figure 2a). The 90-day total 
shows wetter conditions to southwest and a drier-than-normal 90-day total (Figure 2b). Both periods illustrate 
a general moisture transect, wetter to the far east and southwest of the state and normal to below-normal 
elsewhere. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Snider%20Basin.html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=765&interval=WATERYEAR
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/view?intervalType=+View+Current+&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&format=plot&sitenum=765&interval=WATERYEAR
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/WCIS/AWS_PLOTS/siteCharts/POR/WTEQ/WY/Snider%20Basin.html
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/plot?sitenum=765&report=WYGRAPH&timeseries=Daily&interval=WATERYEAR=2023&temp_unit=8&format=plot&autoscale=false&legendpos=right
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Figure 2a (left). Wyoming, Percent of Normal Precipitation for the past 30 days. 

https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/30dPNormWY.png. Moisture patterns transitioned in 
May, with below normal precipitation except for localized thunderstorms in late May.  

Figure 2b (right). Percent of Normal Precipitation for the past 90 days was below-normal to normal for late-
winter precipitation in most of the TIDC area, except for above-normal precipitation in the southwest in the 
Star Valley and Afton-Kemmerer. https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/90dPNormWY.png. 

 
Precipitation tracking at the Moose 1 NNE WY Climate Weather Station -- the automated Climate 
Reference Station in the Applied Climate Information System in the dispatch area -- is representative for lower 
elevation sites in Grand Teton National Park and some North Zone sites. The station recorded 112% of 
normal for water year-to-date, with five months receiving above-normal precipitation and three below normal. 
The drier months occurred in October, April and May. The Fall-Winter period (October-February) was 116% of 
the 30-year normal while late Winter-Spring (March-May) was 103% of normal (Table 2 and Graph). The prior 
two months (April-May) received 82.5% of normal precipitation. 
 

Table 2 - Graph / Table: Precipitation at Moose Weather Station (Grand Teton National Park).  
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/30dPNormWY.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/90dPNormWY.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/stationtool/overview.php?sid=GTPW4&variable=pcpnAccum&startDate=2020-05-24&endDate=2021-05-23
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/30dPNormWY.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/subrgn/WY/90dPNormWY.png

