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INCIDENT OBJECTIVES

General
· Provide for firefighter and public safety.
· Allow the fire to play its natural role in the ecosystem and burn unimpeded by minimizing management actions.  
· Minimize impacts to remote back country areas, proposed and designated wilderness areas, and visitors.  
· Manage the fire in a cost effective manner and maintain a system of cost accountability and tracking.  
Public information
· Foster understanding, appreciation and support among visitors and neighbors for the wildland fire, prescribed fire, fuels, and aviation programs through park interpretation, public information, media, and inviting the media, private landowners, public officials, park visitors, etc., to observe fire management operations.
· Ensure the program is responsive to input from interagency partners and the public.
· Provide information to the public, concessionaires, interagency partners and agency employees. 

· Coordinate incident activities with Yellowstone National Park, the Caribou-Targhee National Forest, the Bridger-Teton National Forest, Wyoming Game & Fish, other surrounding agencies, other cooperators, internal audiences, and affected county air resource boards. 
INCIDENT REQUIREMENTS

Safety 
· Maintain safety standards in all operations as complexity of incident and impacts of other incidents on resources and on the public increases.
· Provide for firefighter safety; apply LCES, Fire Orders, Watch Out Situations, 30 Mile Abatement procedures and other interagency standards.
· No fire entrapments or shelter deployments.
· Ensure supervision of fire operations is appropriate to complexity.
· Plan and implement management actions that fully provide for public safety and inform parties as above of pending evacuations as soon as possible.
· Minimize felling of snags.
Aviation Safety 
· Apply Interagency Helicopter Operations Guide (IHOG) and other interagency standards for aviation operations.
· No aviation accidents or major incidents.
· Maintain airspace closures as needed.
General 
· Close roads and trails as needed to ensure protection of public from fire and smoke.
· Evacuate residents, non-essential government employees, and other members of the public from areas where fire spread is probable in the next burning period.
· Document locations of landing zones, camps, handlines, and other sites that might require rehabilitation.
· Ensure that all camps and other fire-related activities are bear-proof; implement resource protection measures at all camp locations.  This includes proper food storage, historic and prehistoric site protection, and wilderness sanitation measures.
· Minimize impact of suppression activities on T & E species and their habitat.

Minimum Impact Management Tool
· Apply MIST in all fire management activities on Park lands.

· For all wildland fires and prescribed fire projects, use natural barriers (i.e., rock outcroppings, surface water, open meadows, barren areas, ice, etc.) and/or man-made features (roads, trails, rights-of-way, etc.) as control lines wherever possible.
· Snags and slash cut to control wildland fire should be cut as close to the ground as possible. 
· Only construct temporary roads if necessary for the protection of property or resources, including Federally-protected species.
· Use wetlines, natural barriers, and burnouts to control fire in wetlands, and keep fireline locations away from erosive soils and/or steep slopes that lead directly into water resources, whenever possible.
· Use natural openings for helicopter landing zones. 

· Minimize log bucking.
· Camps – Locate camps away from drainages; set up appropriate latrine facilities, and minimize production of firewood and other “infrastructure“ that will need to be rehabilitated later.  
· Rehabilitate impacted sites as soon as their use is no longer critical to management operations (includes firelines and camps, etc.).
· Resolve all other resource management concerns through discussion with the assigned Resource Advisor.

Noxious weeds and other invasive species
· If weeds are present, implement measures to help avoid spreading and increasing the abundance of the weeds. Measures include: 

· Frequent equipment cleaning 
· Minimizing soil disturbance 

· Avoiding equipment use

· Not transporting slash (for treatment or disposal) to areas that don’t have exotics 
· If helicopter buckets are used, water sources must be considered to ensure that New Zealand mud snail does not spread.

Water bodies and wetlands
· Avoid dewatering waterbodies and wetlands during suppression and control activities to reduce impacts on amphibians and other wildlife linked to aquatic sites and fish.

· Avoid aerial application of retardant or foam within 300 feet of any water body, including lakes, rivers, streams, ponds and wetlands.
· Extra care would be taken when using portable water pumps to avoid leakage of oil and gasoline.

· Avoid operating and filling gas-operated machinery in wetlands when possible and when not possible will be conducted with extra care, including spill containment systems.

Threatened and endangered species
· Brief all fire-fighting and support personnel about Federally-protected species and procedures to minimize impacts to these species.

· Emergency consultation will be performed with USFWS when fire suppression activities appear to have an adverse affect on any listed species.
Raptor nesting areas
· Brief pilots to avoid flying in proximity to raptor nests when possible. 
· Where air operations occur within 0.5 miles of active raptor nests, the use of helicopter water drops would be considered as an alternative to retardant drops or foam to minimize adverse impacts on raptors.

Bald eagle habitat
· All fire-related activities occurring within bald eagle habitat will be sensitive to critical life stages and habitat use by this species.

· Maintain seasonal area closures encompassing a minimum of 1/2 mile radius around active bald eagle nests between February 1 and August 15 or later at the discretion of GTNP.

· Flight paths will be more than one mile from active bald eagle nests unless a different spatial restriction is warranted. In the event that a one-mile buffer cannot be achieved, areas within 1/2-mile of nests will be avoided, as much as possible, by aircraft (especially helicopters) ferrying supplies or personnel and by all aircraft using lakes for taking on water.

Lynx habitat
· Creation of linear openings (fire line, access routes and escape routes) will be minimized.  (This is intended to minimize the potential for creating permanent travel ways that could be used by competitors and humans.)
· Linear openings (fire line, access routes and escape routes) created in lynx habitat during wildland fire management/suppression actions will be obliterated and reclaimed.  (This is intended to reduce the potential for improving access into lynx habitat that may lead to increased disturbance or use of habitats by competitors.)
Grizzly bear habitat
· Store all food and other attractants properly at all times, and all food materials, garbage, and other attractants will be packed out on a daily basis if it cannot be stored in bear resistant-containers.  

· Report all grizzly bear/human confrontations to Science and Resource management personnel.

· Minimize low-level flights and avoid open alpine meadows where possible.
· Reclaim and obliterate firelines created in occupied grizzly during wildland fire management/suppression actions.  (This is to ensure that they do not function as motorized or non-motorized travel ways after the project).
· Design Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation Plans so as not to result in grizzly bears being attracted to reclamation areas in proximity to human use areas or other high-risk areas.
Gray wolf habitat 

· Fire management activities will occur ≥1 mile from occupied (gray wolf) den site or rendezvous sites from April 15-August 15.  (FCP website; This is intended to reduce the potential for disturbance that would that could lead to den abandonment or mortality).
· Fire Management personnel would consult with both the park’s Resource Council and Fire Resource Advisor, and perform emergency consultation with the USFWS when necessary, regarding gray wolves and their occurrence proximate to fire incident areas during planned and unplanned events so that management actions can avoid or minimize impacts to wolves.
Trumpeter swan habitat (during nesting season)

· Avoid filling water buckets in waterbodies that represent trumpeter swan nesting habitat during the nesting season.
· Avoid dropping fire retardant on swan nesting habitat during the nesting season.

Cultural resources
· Use protection measures in identified cultural resource areas, such as constructing firelines around sites, treating sites with approved retardant, and removing fuels around and within sites.

· Consult with cultural resource specialists on proposed locations of camps, staging areas, helispots, or other management actions that may disturb cultural resources.

· Wildland fires that pose a potential threat to identified cultural resources require a qualified cultural resource specialist to provide specific on-site mitigation strategies during operations or, at a minimum, provide information that could be used for planning response actions.

· Educate fire crews about reporting procedures and the need to protect cultural resources.
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