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Seasonal Outlook
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Discussion

Past Weather and Drought: 30 day soil
moisture and precipitation anomalies were
below normal across parts of the western
Great Lakes and Big Rivers, Pennsylvania,
southern Indiana, and the Northeast towards
the end of September 2020. Longer range
drought conditions were indicated across parts
of lowa, southwestern Missouri, Illinois,
Indiana, western and central Pennsylvania,
and the Northeast.

Weather and Climate Outlook: Warmer
temperature trends are forecast over much of
the Eastern Area in October 2020 with wetter
conditions developing across the northwestern
half. Cooler than normal conditions are
forecast across the Eastern Area November
into December with warmer trends expected
for January 2021. Drier than normal
conditions are forecast over much of the
geographic area in November lingering over
the southern tier into December. Wetter than
normal conditions may prevail over parts of
the northern tier of the Eastern Area
December into January 2021.

Fuel Conditions: Above normal fire danger
indices and drier than normal fuel moistures
were indicated over the drier portions of the
Eastern Area noted above towards the end of
September 2020, mainly across the northern
Mid-Atlantic States up into the Northeast.

Fire Season Timing: The 2020 fall fire season
is forecast to continue spreading southward in
a normal progression through the rest of the
fall.

Area Discussion: Elevated fire potential may
persist over drier parts of the Eastern Area
into October if forecast near to above
normal precipitation trends do not develop.
Medium range model projections valid
through the first 7-10 days of October do
show a drier than normal pattern persisting
over the central U.S. Warmer than normal
trends may also lead to periods of elevated
fire potential in October. Cooler than normal
conditions are expected to prevail November
into December curtailing overall fire
potential.
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