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Discussion 

 
 

 Past Weather and Drought: 14 to 30 day soil 
moisture and precipitation anomalies were 
below normal across the portions of the Mid-
Mississippi Valley, central New England, and 
the northeastern portion of the Mid-Atlantic 
States at the beginning of January 2017.  Near 
to above normal precipitation and soil 
moisture anomalies were in place over the 
rest of the Eastern Area.  

 
 Weather and Climate Outlook: Near to above 

normal temperatures are forecast over the 
majority of the Eastern Area in January 2017.  
Then a trend towards colder than normal 
temperatures is expected to spread eastward 
through the Eastern Area February into March.  
Drier than normal precipitation trends are 
expected to develop over the Mid-Mississippi 
Valley in February shifting to the eastern third 
of the geographic area in March.  Warmer 
conditions overall are expected over much of 
the Eastern Area in April with wetter trends 
developing over the western half of the 
region. 
   

 Fuel Conditions: 100 and 1000 hour fuel 
moistures were near to above normal over the 
majority of the Eastern Area towards the end 
of December 2016.  The exceptions were 
across portions of Mid-Mississippi Valley where 
drier than normal conditions existed.   

 
 Fire Season Timing: The 2017 spring fire 

season may begin earlier than normal across 
portions of the Mid-Mississippi Valley if the 
forecast drier than normal conditions develop 
in February 2017.  

 
 Area Discussion: Near normal fire potential is 

expected over the majority of the Eastern Area 
through the rest of the winter of 2016-17 into 
the spring of 2017.   Any periods of above 
normal temperatures and drying may create 
short term fire potential through rest of the 
winter and early spring seasons across 

portions of the Mid-Mississippi Valley.    


