Updated: February 2, 2017

Valid: March 2017 -May 2017

February 2017

March 2017

April-May 2017

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

LN -
() = o P 1]
e b

&\s}.

o T
'ﬁgﬁéﬂuf
L

February 2017

Geographic Ares

nnnnnnn

i
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
April & May 2017
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Drought Severity Index by Division
Weekly Value for Period Ending Jan 28, 2017
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Long Term Palmer

K 4.0 or less (Extreme Drought)
S -3.0 to 3.9 (Severe Drought)

37 -2.0t0-2.9 (Moderate Drought)

I 1.9 to +1.9 (Near Normal)
A 42,0 to +2.9 (Unusual Moist Spel)

s B - B o T b e +3.0 to +3.9 (Very Moist Spell)
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
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Drought remains but improves
Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
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Valid for January 19 - April 30, 2017
Released January 19, 2017
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Adam Aligood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/Climate Prediction Center

Discussion

Past Weather and Drought: Soil moisture and
precipitation anomalies were below normal
across portions of the south central Mid-
Mississippi Valley and northern New England
towards the end of 2017. Near to above
normal precipitation and soil moisture
anomalies were in place over the rest of the
Eastern Area.

Weather and Climate Outlook: Below normal
temperatures are forecast over the portions of
the Great Lakes February into March. Then a
trend toward warmer-than-normal
temperatures is expected to develop over
much of the Eastern Area in April. Wetter-
than-normal precipitation trends are expected
over parts of the Great Lakes in February,
shifting southward into the Mid-Mississippi
Valley and Ohio March into April.

Fuel Conditions: Fuel moistures were near to
above normal over the majority of the Eastern
Area towards the end of January. The
exceptions were across portions of south
central Mid-Mississippi Valley where drier-
than-normal conditions existed.

Fire Season Timing: The 2017 spring fire
season may begin earlier than normal across
the northern tier of the Eastern Area if the
forecast warmer-than normal conditions
develop in April.

Area Discussion: Near normal fire potential is
expected over the majority of the Eastern Area
through the rest of the winter of 2016-17 into
the spring of 2017.
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