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Significant Grass Fuel Loading 
From the 2010 Growing Season 

Minimal new grasses due to the 
lack of precipitation below 
average soil moisture



Significant Grass Fuel Loading 
From the 2010 Growing Season 

Minimal new grasses due to the 
lack of precipitation below 
average soil moisture

Stanton County, KS- March 22, 2011- 38,000 Acres
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http://prism.oregonstate.edu/products/viewer.phtml?file=/pub/prism/us/graphics/ppt_anom/2000-2009/us_ppt_anom_2008.03.png&year=2008&vartype=ppt_anom&month=03&status=final&zoom=yes
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http://prism.oregonstate.edu/products/viewer.phtml?file=/pub/prism/us/graphics/tmax_anom/2010-2019/us_tmax_anom_2011.03.png&year=2011&vartype=tmax_anom&month=03&status=quick&zoom=yes
http://prism.oregonstate.edu/products/viewer.phtml?file=/pub/prism/us/graphics/tmax_anom/2000-2009/us_tmax_anom_2008.03.png&year=2008&vartype=tmax_anom&month=03&status=final&zoom=yes


Pre-Frontal Conditions

More Numerous in 2011

Coupled with above 
average temperatures
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2008
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March- Composite Precipitation Analogs April- Composite Precipitation Analogs

Provided By Klaus Wolter-Climate Diagnostic Center
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May- Composite Precipitation Analogs June- Composite Precipitation Analogs

Provided By Klaus Wolter-Climate Diagnostic Center
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 Above average fire potential across the plains of southeast Colorado and southwest Kansas is forecast to decrease to 
near average by mid to late May, primarily a result of a typical seasonal increase in spring humidity, in addition to 
increased shower and thunderstorm activity and marginal green-up conditions. Above average fire potential is 
forecast to continue across the southern Front Range mountains however, generally below 8000 feet. "Severe" long-
term drought conditions, precipitation deficits, marginal green-up, and frequent windy and dry periods from 
lingering La Nina conditions are the primary factors. This area typically experiences an increase in ignition in May 
and June.

 Fire potential is forecast to increase to above average across the south central and southwest portion of Colorado, 
generally below 8000 feet. Significant dryness has develop across this area during the last 60 days, in addition to 
below average and a quickly melting snowpack. Green-up is expected to be less prevalent at lower elevations, with 
carry over fuels from last years growing season more dominate. Also, climatic increases in relative humidity will be 
less influential than what is typically seen on the plains. Overall, these trends are forecast to continue into early or 
mid July,  when subtropical moisture associated with the Southwest Monsoon, pushes northward into southern 
Colorado, ultimately decreasing the potential to near seasonal averages. 

 Average to Below Average fire potential is forecast. The fire season is expected to start later than average across 
northern Wyoming and much of South Dakota, with an expected "wet" end to spring, cool temperatures and above 
average snowpack(western and northern mountains of Wyoming). However, average fire season conditions are 
expected in August and September, with some concerns of drier and warmer than average conditions developing, 
similar to the fall of 2010.

 Bottom-line: Lingering La Nina affects could keep fire potential above average over southern portions of Colorado 
through early July, or until monsoon moisture pushes northward later this summer. A normal climatic northward 
shift of fire season is expected into northern portions of the region, but this process will likely be delayed until late 
summer or early fall. 

32



Above Average thru early July

Increasing to Above 
Average late May thru 

early July

Decreasing to Average 
by mid to late May

Below Average thru July
Trending to Average 

August and September

Below Average


