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Western U.S. Snowpack

Mountain Snowpack
as of April 1, 2011
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Black Hills Snow Water Equivalent
Percent of 30 Year Average (April 1, 2011)

269%

4680’ 6870’ 5870’ 6880’ 6240’ 6420’ 5560’ 6250’ 6500

Bearlodgel Blind Cole Ditch |Little Beary Mallo | Mount |N.Rapid| Upper
Divide Park | Canyon | Creek Run Tom Creek |Spearfish

Black Hills Snowpack |

Above Average:




Rocky Mountain Area

Colorado Snowpack

PREDICTIVE
SERVICES

Colorado SNOTEL Snowpack Update Map
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Precipitation
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U.S. Drought Monitor  *#.2%5 20"

Intensity: Drought Impact Types:

[] DO Abnormally Dry r~' Delineates dominant impacts
[ D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,
M oz Drought - Savera grasslands)
I D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)

I D4 Crought - Exceptional

The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scale conditions,
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary

for forecast statements. Released Thursday, April 28, 2011
http:/idro ug ht.unl.edufdm Author: Michael Brewer/L. Love-Brotak, NOAA/NESDIS/NCDC
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Northeast Colorado Fire Occurrence
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Snowpack Comparisons
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Drought Monitor Archives
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omposite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies omposite Standardized Precipitation Anomalies
Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average Versus 1950-1995 Longterm Average
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ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK : J ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK
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Above average fire potential across the plains of southeast Colorado and southwest Kansas is forecast to decrease to
near average by mid to late May, primarily a result of a typical seasonal increase in spring humidity, in addition to
increased shower and thunderstorm activity and marginal green-up conditions. Above average fire potential is
forecast to continue across the southern Front Range mountains however, generally below 8000 feet. "Severe" long-
term drought conditions, precipitation deficits, marginal green-up, and frequent windy and dry periods from
lingering La Nina conditions are the primary factors. This area typically experiences an increase in ignition in May
and June.

Fire potential is forecast to increase to above average across the south central and southwest portion of Colorado,
generally below 8000 feet. Significant dryness has develop across this area during the last 60 days, in addition to
below average and a quickly melting snowpack. Green-up is expected to be less prevalent at lower elevations, with
carry over fuels from last years growing season more dominate. Also, climatic increases in relative humidity will be
less influential than what is typically seen on the plains. Overall, these trends are forecast to continue into early or
mid July, when subtropical moisture associated with the Southwest Monsoon, pushes northward into southern
Colorado, ultimately decreasing the potential to near seasonal averages.

Average to Below Average fire potential is forecast. The fire season is expected to start later than average across
northern Wyoming and much of South Dakota, with an expected "wet" end to spring, cool temperatures and above
average snowpack(western and northern mountains of Wyoming). However, average fire season conditions are
expected in August and September, with some concerns of drier and warmer than average conditions developing,
similar to the fall of 2010.

Bottom-line: Lingering La Nina affects could keep fire potential above average over southern portions of Colorado
through early July, or until monsoon moisture pushes northward later this summer. A normal climatic northward

shift of fire season is expected into northern portions of the region, but this process will likely be delayed until late
summer or early fall.
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