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PRODUCT INTENT & DESCRIPTION

Fire season potential i s predicted for the period July i September ,in termsofthe i P ot e nforisigrificant fire events

may require mobi lization of additional resources from outside the area in which they originate.

SUMMARY
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The weather pattern has offered much variability
across the Rocky Mountain Area so far this
summer. Strong cold fronts and pulses subtropical
moisture have result ed in average to above
average precipitation amounts mainly east of the
divide, with mainly drier than average conditions

west during the last 30 days (F ig. 6) High
elevation snow was also recorded over the
western and northern mountains of Wyoming. So

far, team fires have been confined to Colorado the

first part of summer, which is typically the case.
However, fuel indices have begun their typical
drying trend over northwest Colorado, Wyoming

and western South Dakota, with the recent warm

and dry patterns.

Expected weather and fuel conditions over the
next several weeks will result in a steady
progression of fire season north into northwest
Colorado, Wyoming and western South Dakota.
Expected subtropical moisture will decrease fire
potential over the rema  inder of Colorado.

The following prediction factors were used to formulate this outlook:

e fAModer armught codditons wer e noted over western Wyoming, wh i
drought indices for that area during the spring.

e Percent of Normal Precipitation charts show precipitation deficits over western Colorado and western
Wyoming, with average to above average precipitation over the remainder of the area during the last 30
days.

¢ La Nina conditions are forecast to develop by late s ummer or early fall. This may result in even drier
conditions over northern sections of the RMA later this summer. Dry conditions may develop across much
of the region this fall.

e Climate forecast s from the Climate Prediction Center and others support abov e average temperatures west of the
divide for the remainder of the summer. Wetter than average conditions are forecast east of the divide , with no tilt

either way west and north. Precipitation averages typically decrease over northwest Colorado, Wyoming an
western South Dakota through August.

e Pulses of subtropical moisture are expected to decrease fire potential across much of Colorado late July through
mid August.

e  Carry over grasses from previous growing seasons are abundant across the RMA. Many forests across the Rocky

Mountain Area have been devastated by the mountain pine beetle. Dry and hot periods make these areas more
susceptible to large fire potential.
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Figure 1. Shoshone National Forest Figure 2. Summit County Colorado

Figure 3. Black Hills National Forest

Bottom -line: Average fire potential is forecast for  the remainder of the fire season. Fire season will progress north into
northwest Colorado, Wyoming and western South Dakota through August. Average fire potential means that large fires of
short duration  are possible for these areas . Fire potential is forecast to decrease over the remainder of Colorado late July

through Aug ust as subtropical moisture moves northward out of the southwest.




