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	File Code:
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	Subject:
	Motor Vehicle Driver/Operator Program    

	
	

	To:
	Forest Supervisors and RO Staff Directors   

	 


Recently some Regions formally requested that the Chief make changes in our national Driver/Operator policy.  These requests were considered, however, due to reasons stated in the attached September 30, 2003 Deputy Chief’s letter, any changes in Forest Service policy relating to the Driver Operator program will remain unchanged until these two activities are completed.

Until such time that these National activities are completed, Regional Driver/Operator Program will comply with existing Forest Service policy.  Manual direction requires that all persons operating Government owned or leased vehicles shall:

1. Possess a valid State Drivers License for the type vehicle(s) being driven.

2. Be authorized by the employee’s immediate supervisor to operate any Government vehicle (AD-184 or Driver Authorization form).  Supervisors must review this authorization after 30 days for new hires and at least every 4 years for all employees.

3. Possess a Forest Service issued identification card (OF-346) indicating the specific type of vehicle and/or equipment the holder is authorized to operate.

4. Attend a defensive driver course with refreshers every 3 years. 

5. Keep current operator authorization and certification documents on file.

Related manual direction for compliance may be referenced in FSM 7130, FSH 6709.11 (Safety and Health Handbook), FSH 7109.19 (Fleet Management Handbook), and EM-7130-2 (Driver-Operator Guide).  

Completion of these National activities will also delay finalization of the Fleet Manual (FSM 7130) and Handbook (FSH 7109.19) revision.  Any Regional Supplements that conflict with existing Forest Service driver/operator policy will be rescinded.  Remaining Supplements will be updated upon completion of the manual and handbook.  If you have questions please contact your unit Fleet Manager, Regional Fleet Manger Willie Boyer, (406) 329-3224, or Assistant Fleet Manager Ken Reuer, (303) 275-5192.

	

	/s/ Ann Loose for

	RICK D. CABLES

	Regional Forester


cc:  Michael Harper, Willie Boyer   
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