At our National Fleet Managers Workshop in Sacramento, Willie brought up the fact that BLM had a waver from GSA to sell fire trucks.  I have been looking in to the situation related to the Forest Service.   The following is where I am at:

1.  There  is no legal requirement to loan our vehicles to the State Foresters.  

2.  The General Services Administration has regulations prohibiting the exchange/sale of Federal Stock Class code (FSC) 4210 fire trucks.  It can be done but requires a waiver from GSA. 

3.  The Forest Service has FSM direction encouraging the placement of retired fleet vehicles (both 4210 and non-4210) with the State Foresters through the FEPP program.

4.  I am working with GSA on what is required to get a waiver.  However...

5.   State and Private Forestry would be very disappointed if we did, as our cooperative relationship with the state Foresters saves us much money in the long run, by better equipping our State and local partners to do initial attack.  They do most of that response, and since most wildfires are extinguished on initial attack, the savings produced by having well-equipped local fire forces is significant.  (S&PF's words not mine.)  S&PF believe it would be a false economy to quit loaning vehicles to our state partners.   This is seen as a very popular white hat issue.  So...

6.  I will continue to work with GSA to determine just what vehicles are included in the prohibition and what is required to get a waver.  I also will need some input from the Regions showing an interest in knowing what their options are relative to selling versus loaning their retired fire trucks and an estimate of the dollar savings (earnings) the Forest Service can expect from the sale of fire trucks.
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