GREAT PLAINS INTERAGENCY DISPATCH CENTER

STANDARD OPERATING GUIDE # 20
TITLE:  Policy for Black Elk Wilderness, Fire Suppression, Black Hills National Forest

EFFECTIVE DATE:  February 8, 2005
INTENT:  Procedures for fire suppression in Black Elk Wilderness.

PROCEDURE:

1. Motorized use is prohibited in the Black Elk Wilderness, motors include chainsaws, helicopters, pumps, and ATVs.  The use of slurry for fire suppression is also prohibited, see the exception below.
2. Forest Supervisor, Acting Forest Supervisor, Deputy Forest Supervisor, can make an “Exception for Use of Motorized Vehicles/Equipment in Black Elk Wilderness.”  The Hell Canyon District Ranger has the authority to make an “Exception” if the Forest Supervisor, Acting Forest Supervisor, or Deputy Forest Supervisor is not available. (Look for their phone numbers in the tarifold under “BKF”)
3. The responsibility of initiating the “Exception” request rests with the Hell Canyon District Ranger, Acting District Ranger, IC (Incident Commander), DO (Duty Officer), or the FMO (Fire Management Officer). 
4. Initiating a Request for an “Exception” is not the responsibility of Dispatch, however, Dispatch can make the suggestion and once initiated, the “Exception” request may come thru Dispatch to expedite.
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