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CRAIG INTERAGENCY DISPATCH CENTER (CRC) 
2010 YEAR END REPORT 

 
 

The 2010 fire season was perceived as somewhat slow, but was closer to 
average or above when you look at the number of fires, acres burned and 
resources mobilized.  Again Northwest Colorado was experiencing an active 
fire season, while much of the nation remained quiet.  The availability of 
resources, including Type 1 crews in July and August was helpful to keep 
several type 3 incidents from escalating.  
 
The first wildfire of the season was the McKee fire in Rio Blanco County on 
March 2.  The last fire of the year was the Snow fire on RTF on November 
11th (but not reported until Dec 6th). Total number of fires, all agencies this 
season was 287 for 13, 024 acres.  The majority of total acres came from 
the Alkali fire (7917 acres) in Moffat County. 

732  Incident Actions (up from 584 in 2009) were processed this past year 
which included wildfire suppression, prescribed fire support, all risk 
incidents, IHC mobilization for bark beetle support to USFS, flight following 
for the regional bug and wild horse flights, public assists, red flag warnings 
and other flight requests.  
 
Although Northwest Colorado was experiencing an active fire season, 
numerous resources were assigned off unit to help our neighbors and later 
to Idaho.  Compared with last year when no engines were mobilized off unit.  
 
The Craig SEAT base was activated for most of our fire season. Satellite 
SEAT bases were set up at Rangely and Kremmling, although no retardant 
was actually pumped at Kremmling.  In addition, the Grand Junction Air 
Center provided additional air support, including air tankers, SEATS, air 
attack, and type 1 and 3 helicopters.    
 
An increase of non-fire incidents has significantly increased the workload 
for the dispatch staff.  
In January and February wildhorse assessment flights required planning 
efforts by the Center Manager and Unit Aviation Manager and flight 
following by aircraft dispatchers.  
Then an increase in fuels work in the Kremmling Field Office, resulted in 
multiple Wildland Fire Modules (and associated equipment and supplies) being 
mobilized to support the North Park Stewardship and other prescribed burn 
projects.  
Most notable was the increased support to the USFS for mobilizing Type 1 
and later Type 2 IA crews for Bark Beetle Project work in May, June, July 
and August.   
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                                       2010 CRC Fire Statistics 
 

   Cause 
  
    BLM USFS NPS 

  
FWS State/DOW   Private     Totals 

  # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac 
 Human 11 413 8 9 0 0 0 0 3 176 34 362 56 960 
Lightning 167 2822 8 55 19 90 0 0 8 510 29 8587 231 12064 
  Totals 178 3235 16 64 19 90 0 0 11 686 63 8949 287 13024 

 
 

BLM Fire Statistics by Unit 
 

Cause WRD LSD KRD Totals 
 # Ac # Ac # Ac # AC 

Human 4 11 6 192 1 210 11 413 
Lightning 103 863 62 1957 2 2 167 2822 
Totals 107 874 68 2149 3 212 178 3235 

 
Private Fire Statistics by Unit 

 
 
 
 

Cause Grand Co 
 

Jackson Co 
 

Moffat Co Rio Blanco Co Routt Co Totals 
 # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac # Ac # AC 

Human 9 218 9 54 6 74 8 15 2 1 34 362 
Lightning 0 0 0 0 20 8456 9 131 0 0 29 8587 
Totals 9 218 9 54 26 8530 17 146 2 1 63 8949 
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2010 Large Fire Summary 
 

Incident 
Name 

Start 
Date 

Cause Final 
Acreage 

Acres by 
Agency(s) 

State & 
Unit 

IC 
Name 

Team 
Type 

Rough 07/09 L 340 WRD 290 
MFX 40 
CRS 10 

CO-WRD Beckerman 3 

Indian Valley 07/15 L 322 RBX  130 
WRD 192 

CO-RBX Harris, 
Beckerman 
Kincaid (T) 

3 

Twin Buttes 07/16 L 145 WRD 145 CO-RBX Goodson, 
Toelle, 

Michels, 
Stahlin 

4 

East Fork 07/19 L 652 WRD 184 
CRS 468 

CO-WRD Yeager 4 

Logging 07/20 L 1145 LSD 746 
MFX 399 

CO-LSD St. Martin, 
Beckerman 

 

3 

Reed 07/20 L 475 LSD 475 CO-LSD Hess 4 

Adobe 08/03 L 539 MFX 524 
CRS 15 

CO-MFX Wheeler 5 

Alkali 08/18 L 7917 MFX 7365 
LSD 552 

CO-MFX Beckerman 
 

3 

Beaver Flat Tops 09/21 L 53 RTF 53 CO-RTF Estey 3 

Jack Springs 09/28 H 151 LSD 151 CO-LSD Yeager  3 
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Craig Interagency Hotshots 
The Craig Interagency Hotshots started the season on April 26th with critical training and 
finishing the year on September 23rd.  During this time the crew was dispatched to twenty 

one incidents in four different states and completed one 14-day assignment.  The majority of 
the season was spent in Northwest Colorado.  For more information see the Craig Hotshots 

2010 Season Report. 
 

Green River Interagency Type 2 Crew 
The Green River Interagency Type 2 Crew was a new joint venture with personnel from 
NWCFMU, Colorado State Forest Service and Wyoming’s High Desert District BLM.  In June 
the crew went to the Parkdale Canyon fire then was reassigned to Round Mtn out of Fort 
Collins Dispatch Zone.  In August the Green River Crew went to the Hurd fire in Idaho for a 
14 day assignment.   
 

Medicine-Bow Routt NF Type 2 Crew 
CRC supported the MBR Type 2 Crew with coordinating mobilization of personnel from the 

Routt NF.  The MBR crew Supported Bark Beetle work in addition to an assignment to Idaho 
for the Hurd fire in late August. 
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