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      Rocky Mountain Coordinating Group
Bureau of Land Management (Colorado and Wyoming)

Forest Service (Rocky Mountain Region)

National Park Service (Intermountain Region)

State Agencies (Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas)

Bureau of lndian Affairs (Southwest, Rocky Mountain, and Great Plains Regions)

Fish and Wildlife Service (Mountain/Prairie Region)

Date:

July 11, 2002

To:

Incident Commanders, Coordination Centers

From:

Carl Gossard, MAC Group Coordinatior, Rocky Mtn. Geographic Area

Subject:
R&R Guideline Interpretation

The National MAC issued direction to the Geographic Areas on June 12, 2002.  The Rocky Mountain Geographic Coordinating Group forwarded this guidance to Incident Commanders on June 22, 2002.

The Geographic MAC group wants to reemphasize the importance of this guidance, especially the R&R requirements when in planning level 5.

1. During National Preparedness Level 5, personnel can be given two days R&R after the first 14 day assignment, and be extended or reassigned up to an additional 14 days.  At the end of the second 14 day assignment, the resource will be released to the home unit and upon arriving home will have a minimum of four days off.  Extensions require concurrence with the resource and the home unit

We also want all managers and supervisors to make an extra effort to watch for cumulative fatigue.  If the personnel under your control show any sign that cumulative fatigue may be setting in we will support longer periods of R&R.  Their safety and ability to perform is of our utmost concern.  Some of these signs are:

· Decreased energy

· Inability to concentrate

· Increased irritability

· Nervousness

· Anxiety or impatience

The Rocky Mountain Area MAC Group has already received requests for extensions of R&R   We feel this is an excellent sign that you are all thinking about the safety of the people whom you supervise or are under your control.  We strongly encourage you to continue to monitor R&R and keep an eye out for cumulative fatigue.  This season has all the signs of being long and busy; we need to take care of each other and of ourselves.

Carl W. Gossard

Chair, Rocky Mountain MAC

