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Weather:

Winter is now upon us as of 0244 PST this morning. The last of the most recent weather
systems was still affecting the far SE portion of the North Ops region this morning with some
showers, but all that will be ending by midday or so. For the most part, conditions will be dry
today into Thursday as higher pressure moves over the region. Some areas of gusty N to NE
winds will persist into this evening before decreasing. Thursday night and Friday a major
weather system will move into the region with rain and snow, locally heavy at times and with
significant amounts of high country snow expected. There will also be some gusty southerly
winds develop with that system, so uprooting of trees will again be possible. Local water
courses will run a little high again as well. Snow levels will stay above most pass levels at first,
but lower Friday night to around 2000 ft in the NW to around 4500 ft in the southern areas.
However, most of the precipitation will be showery by the time the snow levels drop that low, so
not much accumulation is expected there when that happens. Holiday mountain travel is likely to
become somewhat difficult Friday into Saturday morning. Christmas Eve and Day look to be
mostly dry and milder under a passing high pressure ridge. What weather is in store for early
next week is quite uncertain at this time, but there is a reasonably good chance that two more
wet systems will move through the region Monday and Tuesday.

Fuels/Fire Potential:

Fuels across the North Ops region will remain moist throughout the 7-day period as more
precipitation is coming from another series of weather systems. Should an extended period (2 or
more weeks) of dry weather develop sometime this winter, areas with dormant and dead brush
that is off the ground might become vulnerable to the possibility of fire will during windy periods,
but such an event is not in the forecast any time soon.



Fuel charts are updated daily -- see: http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/fuels_fire-danger/

The recent periods of wet weather are helping limit moderate long term drought severity across
North Ops. Most of the area north of a line from Ft. Bragg to Mt. Lassen straight north to the
Oregon border is no longer in drought. The coastal counties south of Ft. Bragg, the Northern
Sierra, far northern Sacramento Valley and most of Modoc, Lassen and Plumas Counties are
only in "Abnormally Dry" conditions (lowest category of designated drought). For the rest of the
Sacramento Valley, eastern Bay Area/Delta and the far eastern areas of the North Ops region,
"Moderate" to "Severe" Drought survives (the two lowest categories of drought). Only a small
area in the interior far SW portion of the Geographic Area remains in "Extreme Drought". The
nearest areas of "Exceptional Drought" (highest drought level) remain some distance away

in South Ops. Further reduction in drought severity seems likely in the coming weeks. See the
latest map of drought conditions at: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.

Resources:

North OPS: Preparedness Level: 1
National: ~ Preparedness Level: 1
MACS Mode: 2

For more information about this product, go
to: http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/weather/Fire%20Potential%20Documentation.htm

For additional, more general information about this product go to:
http://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/predictive/weather/explanation of Sig 7-Day Fire Pot product.doc
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