M ONTHLY O UTLOOK
For Northern California and Hawai'i

Issued May 2, 2016

Valid for May 2016
May Highlights for North Ops:
Temperatures: 1-3° above normal
Precipitation: 90-130% of normal
Normal Large Fire Potential (Little to
none)

NORTH OPS WEATHER DISCUSSION
APRIL 2015 SUMMARY: April was warmer (Fig 1) and drier (Fig 2) than normal across much the North Ops region.
Around 80% of the region received less than normal precipitation for April. The abundant sunshine has greatly aided
in the growth of fine fuels and greenup of mid-sized fuels at lower elevations and in beginning greenup of those
fuels at mid elevations. Mountain snowpack was near normal in late March but it is melting off quicker than normal
due to the warmer than average temperatures since then. In general, even with somewhat dry weather, fuels and
soils were still fairly moist. Fire activity in April was light. Most fires that did occur were in dead or dormant fuels at
middle elevations that had yet to experience green-up and were not snow-covered.
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Fig 2

NORTH OPS MAY 2016 WEATHER OUTLOOK
The effects of the weakening El Niño are expected to continue in May. Typically, the North Ops region receives
normal to above normal precipitation in the spring months immediately following a strong El Niño event. Computer
forecast models currently show weather systems bringing wet unsettled conditions to the region occasionally during
the first half of May, and it is likely that occasional wet weather will continue through the end of the month as well.
Average monthly precipitation is on a declining trend during the spring months. For these reasons near- to abovenormal precipitation is expected in May, with temperatures about 1-4 degrees above normal. Occasional wet
weather will likely keep soils, dead fuels, and live fuels fairly moist in May, and live fuel moisture will peak at higher
levels as fuels green up. The Climate Prediction Center Outlook for May call for above normal temperatures with
above normal rainfall. They can be found here:
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off15_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off15_prcp.gif

NORTH OPS FUELS AND FIRE POTENTIAL
In a typical May the North Ops region continues to receive occasional light precipitation. Live fuels are typically
moist, they are in greenup at all elevations, dead fuel moisture is typically high (Fig 3), and higher elevations are
typically snow-covered. These are the expected conditions for May. Only light initial attack is expected and the
chances of a signficant fire in any PSA are very low. Long-term drought across the region (Fig 4) continues to
moderate, especially in the north and west and at mid and upper elevations.

Fig 3 NOPS 1000-hr FM

Fig 4 Drought Monitor for California

NORTH OPS PRESCRIBED FIRE/FUEL & FIRE DATA
PRESCRIBED FIRE IMPACTS FOR MAY 2016: With an active storm track smoke dispersion conditions will be
favorable for burning much of the month.
FUEL MOISTURE: Fuel moisture across the North Ops region is near normal for the beginning of May (Fig 3), and it
is expected to remain near normal in a gradual declining trend throughout May.
YTD FIRES/ACRES BURNED AS OF MAY 1, 2016:

Fires: 236

Acres: 7998 (Primarily in HI)

Hawai'i Monthly Outlook for MAY 2016
Weather and Climate Outlook: Rainfall improved somewhat across the Hawai'ian islands (Fig 5) as the El
Niño sea surface temperature pattern faded. However, the rainfall that did occur came quick and ran off
rather quickly. Drought conditions across the entire region continued to intensify in April, as shown by the
Keetch-Byrum Drought Index (KBDI) (Fig 6) and the latest drought monitor for HI (Fig 7). Below normal
precipitation is common during the spring months during years with a strong El Niño. NOAA/NWS forecasters
are calling for below normal precipitation to continue across HI in May.
Fire Potential: Fire activity has been above normal in the recent dry weather. With the KDBI at critical levels,
the Drought Monitor showing increasingly severe drought, and below normal precipitation expected in May
Significant Fire Potential is expected to remain Above Normal during May (Fig 8).

Fig 5 Hawaii rainfall - % of average in April

Fig 6 Hawaii KBDI May 1, 2016

Fig 7 Drought Monitor for Hawai'i

Fig 8 Hawai'i Significant Fire Potential
for May 2016

