Wildland Fire Decision Support System:
Response Level 3
FIRE INFORMATION

	Fire Name
	Cabin Creek  WildCad# 65

	Location
	Legal: T21N, R13E Section 24

Lat. & Long:

County: Valley

Local Description: FC-RONR Wilderness, Cabin Creek Guard Station



	Start Date/Time
	07/30/2008, 1505

	Containment Date/Time
	N/A

	Size
	3315 acres

	Cause
	Human

	Admin. Unit(s)
	Payette National Forest, Krassel Ranger District, Chamberlain FMU

	Fire Number
	ID-PAF-008034

	Mgmt. Code
	P4ED8Y

	National Significance Status
	N/A


Assessment

	Map
	See attached and WFDSS program

	-Topo
	

	-Image
	

	-Values
	

	-Admin
	

	Fire Weather Forecast
	Scatter thunderstorms and partly cloudy skies to continue through 8/3-Sunday. Upper level ridge expected to build over the area on 8/4 bringing much drier air until mid-week 8/6.  Deep monsoonal moisture is expected to move into the area by 8/6-mid week.  See Attached for more details.
See attached

	Current/forecasted fire danger
	Above normal snow pack and mild spring conditions have delayed summer-like conditions and continue to moderate fire behavior above 6,500 feet.  ERCs at the Teapot RAWS show that the ERC hovered around maximum beginning in July but dropped below the 80th percentile with moisture received at the end of July.  Since then, ERCs have been climbing with warmer and drier conditions with current ERCs hovering around the 97th percentile.  

Despite the heavy snow pack and long cool spring conditions the Long Term Palmer Drought Index indicates that the area is still in Severe Drought (-3.0 to -3.9) and the Keetch-Byram Drought Index values are at 201-300.  According to Fuel Moisture Measurements taken in the area the 1000 hr fuels register 6-10%, 100 hr fuels are > 5%, and the 10 hr fuels are at 3-4%.  The Relative Greenness for the area is 51-60% and the Departure from Average Greenness is 51-60%.  Related Fire Weather Forecasts and Weather Outlook information is attached in Appendix B.


	Extended Weather Outlook 30 to 90 day
	The National Weather Service’s weather outlook for the next 90 days in the Cabin Creek fire area is predicting an equal chance of above or below normal precipitation and temperatures.  Long range trends are indicating fire weather conditions to be fairly normal with moderate to high fire danger ratings.  
Season ending event was determined using local expertise and is considered to be at least .5 inches of precipitation over 3 days.  Probability of season is:   
                       20% by Sept 14,   

                       30% by Oct 1,  

                       50% by Oct 6

                       70% by Oct 15

                       90% by Oct 30

Indian summers are fairly common in central Idaho.  In early September, expect conditions to moderate due to shorter days. 

	Fuels
	The Cabin Creek Fire is generally surrounded by areas that have burned in recent history (2000-2006).  The fire is mainly burning in grass dominated, flashy fuels (GR2) below 6,000 feet.  Fuels transition above 6,000 feet, and within riparian areas, to grass/shrub dominated fuels (GS2) up to approximately 7,000 feet.  At 7,000 feet and above, fuels area dominated by an intermix of  heavy load timber/shrub (TU5) and moderate load down/dead logs (TL3), a result of  historic mixed severity fires.  

	Hazards & Safety Concerns
	Recreationalists travelling in the area may experience fire below them if they are accessing trails in the area. Steep slopes will cause concern for rolling rocks and debris.

Rapid rates of spread due to cheat grass may be experienced.

Steep terrain, extremely fast moving fire front

	Resource Availability
	Regional Preparedness Level = 3.  National Preparedness level = 4 Low level of IA currently on forest. Currently there are 2 active fires (Cabin Creek & Rush Creek). There are 11 personnel committed to Cabin Creek Fire. Resource availability is moderate.

	Short Term Fire Behavior
	OBSERVED FIRE BEHAVIOR: The fire is mainly spreading at lower elevations (<6,500 feet), in grass dominated fuel types, and heavy pockets of downed logs, via flanking, backing or head fire.  When the fire was ignited, erratic, gusty winds caused the fire to spread quickly, with rapid rates of spread (200 ch/hr) to the northeast and east in fuels dominated by cheatgrass.  7/30 through 8/1, smoldering, and minimal spread through creeping fire (1-5 ch/hr) was observed to the north and west.  The fire grew approximately 2, 000 acres, spreading from the Cabin Creek drainage into Cave Creek to the west from 7/30 through 8/1.  Again, on 8/2 after thunderstorm passage and associated gusty, erratic winds, rapid rates of spread were observed in Cave Creek to the west where the fire perimeter was most active.    On the south and east perimeters, fire activity has been minimal and continues to be inactive.  Fire growth on these flanks has not been observed due to fuel type change where live fuel moistures are stalling fire spread.

EXPECTED FIRE BEHAVIOR:  As of 8/2, the fire had moved approximately 1 mile to the west and was observed to be 1 ½ miles north of the mouth of Big Creek.   Expect the fire to continue to spread toward the mouth of Big Creek in the Cave Creek drainage, in grass fuel types with rapid rates of spread precipitated by gusty erratic winds associated with thunderstorm passage.  Expect the fire to continue to move across Cave Creek, on average approximately ½ mile to 1 mile a day to the west/southwest, along the south side of Big Creek where grassy fuels are available.  Expect fire spread to slow dramatically if precipitation >.25 inches is received.  To the south, do not expect the fire to cross Big Creek within the next 2 weeks.  Live fuel moistures in the shrub understory is currently acting as a heat sink and will not likely sustain fire behavior that would allow the fire to cross Big Creek until live fuel moistures drop significantly.      To the north and northeast, in the Cabin and Cow Creek drainages, expect the fire to continue smoldering, burning out pockets of dead and downed material but not spreading rapidly.  Fire growth and spread should continue to be minimal until live fuel moisture drops significantly. To the east, in the vicinity of Horse Butte, fire activity has not been observed since 8/1.

	Perimeter
	On 7/30 the fire was estimated to be 900 acres in size, without confirmation by GPS.  On 8/1, a GPS perimeter was obtained via fixed wing and fire was estimated at approximately 3,400 acres.  See Appendix A: Progression Map See attached Maps

	ROS/FLI
	ROS MAX:  In grass fuel types, with gusty winds 200-300 ch/hr.  

ROS AVERAGE:  1-3 chains on exposed slopes, less than ¼  chain per hour night time in grass/shrub types. 

Flame lengths MAX:  3-6 feet in grass

Flame lengths AVERAGE:   ½ ft to 3 ft in grass, ½ ft to 2 ft in grass/shrub component (SEE BEHAVE RUNS)

	Medium Term Fire Simulation
	FSPro indicates that, within 2 weeks, it is likely the fire will reach 14,000 acres (>50% probability). If the fire continues to grow 500- 1,000 acres per day, FSPro results would be validated.   

	Fire Spread Probability
	RERAP and FSPro runs indicate it is likely (>50% probability) that the fire would reach Taylor Ranch, however, given the fire is no longer active on the eastern flank, probabilities are likely over estimated.  Also, the fire is located on the north side of Big Creek and Taylor Ranch on the south side.  It is not likely that the fire will cross Big Creek give high live fuel moistures.  

It is somewhat likely (20-40% probability) that the fire will reach Rush Point Lookout. Again, Rush Point LO is on the south side of Big Creek and it is not likely that the fire will cross Big Creek.

It is not likely (<20%) that the fire will spread to the north and reach Coyote Springs or Cold Meadows, or will move far enough west to reach Monumental Bridge.   

	Value Assessment
	Cabin Creek Guard Station, Taylor Ranch (UI Field Station), Coyote Springs Telephone Booth, Rush Point Lookout, Monumental Bridge.


Objectives

	FMU Objectives
	The primary fire objectives for the Chamberlain FMU are: 

· Permit lightning caused fires to play, as nearly as possible, their natural ecological role within the wilderness. 

· Reduce to an acceptable level, the risks and consequences of wildfire within or escaping from the wilderness. 

· Maintain cost effective prescribed fire and fire suppression programs within wilderness. 

· Provide a smoke management program that reduces the impacts of residual smoke on air quality. 

	Strategic Objectives
	Maintain wilderness ethics and values to the greatest extent possible

	Management Requirements
	· Provide for firefighter and public safety 

· Keep public and employees informed about fire status and growth and travel into these areas.

· No use of mechanized equipment unless approved.

	Incident Objectives
	· Provide for point protection for values at risk (Taylor Ranch, Cabin Creek, Coyote Springs/Telephone Booth, Monumental Bridge)
· Keep the fire north of Big Creek


Course of Action
	Preplanned Response
	· Contact East Zone Duty Officer, forest duty officer, fire manager, or district ranger. 

· If unable to contact one of the above within 30 minutes of initial smoke report or suppression is determined to be the appropriate response initiate the following:

· Aerial Resource with crosscut qualified personnel, ICT5

	Planning Area
	Frank Church Wilderness MMA Boundary , 4, 319,115 acres See attached Map 

	Mgmt Action Points
	KG3 Cabin Creek, KG4 Taylor Ranch, KG5 Rush Point Lookout, KP 1 Coyote Springs Telephone Booth, KT 5 Cold Meadows Guard Station, KG8 Monumental Bridge

	Mitigation Actions
	See MAP descriptions attached.

	Resources needed to Manage the Fire
	See MAP descriptions attached

	Estimated Costs
	Costs to date for incident is approximately $25,000 as of 8/3/08

	Reference Budget
	Only to be used if a team is ordered.  

	-SCI
	15,000 acres x $17/ac (SCI) = $255,000.  50 percentile acres from FSPro.  Average 25% and 50% SCI.  (13,980 acres = 50%)

	-Historic
	N/A

	-Calculated
	N/A

	Contingency Actions
	Currently all of the MAPs and their proposed Management Actions are for point protection.  Point protection of a structure or other value at risk does not allow for any contingency plan, unless a threat to the MMA is posed, then additional.  


Validation

	Medium Term Fire Simulation
	See attached Apx. D

	Value Assessment
	Not applicable to wilderness resources due to previous assessment that have been conducted in this area

	Fire Spread Probability
	See attached Apx. D

	Periodic Fire Assessment
	See attached Apx. E

	RAVAR
	N/A


Decision Summary

	Response Decision
	Wildfire managed under point protection objectives

	Initial Response Decision Rationale
	Aggressive initial attack was attempted.  Fire escaped initial attack.  Due to wilderness concerns, remoteness of fire and minimal number of values at risk point protection strategy was determined to be the best strategy for sound risk management and best address wilderness concerns.

	Exceeding Preplanned action
	Yes

	Response Level Progression Chart
	RL3

	Current Response Level Rationale
	Resources have been committed to the ground to ensure wilderness values and point protection is maintained.

	Relative Risk Assessment
	HIGH

	Validation Frequency
	Every 2 days - subject to fire activity that may dictate more often or less often.

	Incident Complexity Analysis
	Type 3

	Signature(s) and Date
	


Reports/Appendices

	Apx. A
	Maps

	Apx. B
	Fire Weather and Weather Outlook

	Apx. C
	Management Action Points

	Apx. D
	Fire Behavior

	Apx. E
	Periodic Fire Assessment

	Apx. F
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