
Seasonal Outlook for September – December 2023   

 

  

WEATHER/FUELS/FIRE POTENTIAL: 

Temperatures over the last 30 days have been 

cooler than normal in the south and near 

normal across the north, while precipitation 

has been 150% - 400% wetter than normal 

across most of the region, but near normal 

over parts of southeastern Utah (Fig 1). Heavy 

rainfall amounts occurred the last 2 weeks of 

August, some associated with remnants of 

Hurricane Hillary (Fig 2). 

Fuel moisture is well above normal across the 

entire Great Basin due to several pushes of 

monsoonal moisture, including a very heavy, 

long duration precipitation event in late 

August where the remnants of Hurricane 

Hilary combined with monsoonal moisture in 

the south, and became absorbed into a Pacific 

Northwest low pressure system that pushed 

into Idaho and Wyoming (Fig 4).  Additional 

widespread heavy precipitation thew 1st week 

of September will continue to moisten fuels 

(Fig 3). A developing “Strong” El Nino (Fig 5) 

will have significant effects on weather across 

the Great Basin in the coming months. A 

warming/Drying trend in most areas is 

expected during the 2nd week of September 

(Fig 6) while overall September weather is 

expected to be wetter and warmer than 

normal (Fig 7). The Oct-Dec Outlook is for 

Above Normal Temperatures and near Normal 

precipitation, except for drier conditions in 

parts of Idaho (Fig 8). 

 “Normal” fire potential is expected through 

the rest of the traditional fire season, and into 

the normal dormant periods of Nov-Dec.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. (August Precipitation & Temperature)                 Fig 2.   (Precipitation Last 2 Weeks Aug) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3.  ( Precip  for 1st week Sep)     Fig 4. (ERC Aug 31st) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5.  (El Nino)       Fig 6.  (Outlook 2nd Week of Sep) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 7.  (CPC September Outlook)     Fig 8.  (CPC  Sep-Dec Outlook) 
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