Mobilizing incident resources throughout the geographic area
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WEATHER/FIRE POTENTIAL:

This past month (November) was drier than
normal in most areas across the west, with a
few small areas of above normal precipitation
over eastern Idaho and western Wyoming.
(Fig 1). Overall fire danger has continued to
decrease region wide as cooler, fall weather
moved in. 100-hr fuels remain moderated in
most areas (Fig 2).

Climate outlooks for December into January
indicate a prolonged warm & dry period for
most of the Great Basin, including northern
areas into the mountains of Idaho and
Western Wyoming (Fig 5). Climate models are
calling for a weak ‘La Nina’ through the winter
months leading to minimal impacts for the
Great Basin. (Fig 3). A wetter than normal
Spring is possible across the region by March.

This should bring worsening drought
conditions across western areas as well as
across the Wasatch of UT (Fig 4). However,
since we will be in the heart of the winter
months, we still only expect “Normal” large
fire potential through February 2017.

This weather pattern could be favorable for
large scale burn projects, with the potential of
extended periods of time without wetting
rains, and lesser extent of snowpack covering
fuels.
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Recent Weather Trend
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Fig 1. (Oct Precipitation and Temperature)

Mid-Nov 2016 Plume of Model ENSO Predictions
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Fig 3. (Trend to Weak La Nina)
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Fig 2. (100-Hr Fuels)

Current Drought Monitor and Outlook

Drought Monitor Drought Outlook
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Fig 4. (Drought)
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UPDATED SCASNY OUTLOOKS
Prepared NOV 17, 2016
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Fig 5. (Predictive Services National 4-Month Weather Outlook)
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