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2008 Weather and Fuels

WEATHER

The winter season of 2007/2008 produced near normal precipitation totals and slightly below
normal temperatures. Cool temperatures led to a substantial amount of the precipitation being
deposited as snow, and by April 1st, snowpack varied from 80% to 125% of normal at various
locations across the state. This was the third year in a row of substantial winter rain/snowfall in
Nevada (after 5 years of drought). This was reflected in the US Drought Monitor products for
Nevada: most areas that had been listed “severe” at the end of 2007, dropped to “moderate” or
“abnormally dry” by spring 2008.

Snowpack levels were quick to fall; however, as a dry April combined with a series of unusually
warm days melted the snow and dropped snowpack to less than 50%. More dry weather and
another round of warm days in June dropped those figures to 0-25% of normal.

FUELS

Dead, carry over light fuels from previous years were compacted by the snowfall and became far
less of a threat to carry fire than in previous seasons. New growth was widespread, but most
grass was only several inches tall, not reaching prior year’s growth levels due to low rainfall from
April to August. Larger fuels were a concern due to low soil moistures and lack of snowpack, but
lack of ignitions and high Initial Attack efficiencies stopped most small fires from becoming
large.

A lightning outbreak that ignited hundreds of fires in California on June 20 and 21 had very little
effect in Nevada for several reasons. First, the weather disturbance that produced the lightning
weakened substantially by the time it crossed the Sierras, reducing the number of lightning strikes
we experienced. Second, northern Nevada (primarily on a line from roughly Yerington to Elko)
had just received rainfall prior to the lightning event, dropping ERC’s and raising fuel moistures
in the same area where lightning occurred. Finally, adequate Initial Attack resources responded
quickly to ignitions that did occur, preventing any potential large fire outbreak.

An infusion of monsoonal moisture brought a number of thunderstorms with lightning later in the
season, but generally also provided enough moisture to stop large fire growth, even in areas of
abundant fuels.

Nationally, by the end of August, 64,326 fires had occurred, burning 4,674,493 acres. This
represents 105 percent of the number of fires, but only 89 percent of total acres burned in
comparison to the 10-year national average. In 2007, 1,298 more fires occurred and 2,252,222
more acres had burned as of August 31. Overall, most Geographic Areas experienced below
average numbers of fires, except Northern California and Southern California. By the end of
August, Western Great Basin had only burned 11 percent of the normal year-to-date acres.

The Western Great Basin (WGB) had 452 fires for 71,930 acres in 2008. 18 large fires (fires
greater than 300 acres) were reported for 2008, compared to the 75 large fires in 2007.

Initial attack efforts were successful approximately 96.8% of the time factoring in the number of
large fires that were contained within 24 hours. The five year average for 1A efficiency is 95%
based on number of large (>300 acres) compared to total number of fires.

2



Western Great Basin never reached Preparedness Level 4 or 5, but held strong at Preparedness
Level 3 from June 27 through July 22, and from August 23 through September 4 for a total of 39
days. Ely District had the most fires this season with 115 fires, while the Elko District burned the
most acres with a total of 50, 946 acres.

RESOURCE REQUESTS PROCESSED

The Western Great Basin Coordination Center processed 8,583 individual requests including
overhead associated with aircraft, crew and equipment orders. This figure is almost equal to that
of the 5 year average. Requests are often placed several times before they are filled, returned
“unable to fill” (UTF) or cancelled by local dispatch centers and other centers outside of the
geographic area. The total request transactions performed by the WGBCC was 22,455.

The 347 aircraft requests of 2008 were 45 percent below the 5 year average of 757 requests (the
fire season of 2006 saw the highest number of requests at 1,403). 167 crew requests for 2008
were 35 percent lower than the 5 year average and the lowest number of requests since 1998.
Equipment requests were 35 percent lower than the 5 year average with 422 requests for 2008,
and Overhead requests were 68 percent above the 5 year average with 7,615 requests.



Ordering Office Aircraft Crews Equipment Overhead Supply Total
NV-EIC 61 20 63 745 8 897
NV-CNC 44 18 30 419 3 514
NV-SFC 81 33 31 558 2 705
NV-ECC 12 4 7 98 17 138
NV-LIC 6 11 3 220 0 240
NV-WBC 22 0 4 145 0 171
IN NV 226 86 138 2,185 30 2,665
UT-EBC 14 13 7 509 1 544
CA-ONC 54 42 199 2860 0 3155
CA-0OSC 33 15 27 776 1 852
OR-NWC 5 8 18 551 0 582
NM-SWC 2 1 9 250 0 262
MT-NRC 10 0 0 110 0 120
CO-RMC 3 1 0 69 0 73
MN-EAC 0 0 0 4 0 4
GA-SAC 0 1 24 286 0 311
AK-ACC 0 0 0 4 0 4
ID-NIC 0 0 0 11 0 11
OUT NV 121 81 284 5,430 2 5,918

WGBCC Total Number of Request Transactions

(by Resource Type and Agency Generating Request)

2008

Agency Aircraft | Crews Equipment Overhead Supply Total
BLM 93 35 42 741 19 930
USFS 191 100 319 5934 13 6557
Nevada State 3 0 0 9 0 12
BIA/Tribe 5 0 4 85 0 94
NPS 3 0 2 94 0 99
FWS 0 0 5 49 0 54
Centers / GACC* 25 1 7 215 0 248
State (not NV) 23 31 46 461 0 561
County/City 3 0 0 8 0 11
Other** 0 0 0 17 0 17
Totals 347 167 422 7,615 32 8,583

**

"Centers / GACC” includes Interagency Centers, GACC’s including WBC, and NICC.
"Other" includes FEMA and DOE.




TOTAL RESOURCE REQUESTS BY YEAR
AND
5 AND 10 YEAR AVERAGES

1994 547 420 736 2,256 3,959
1995 319 176 297 972 1,764
1996 1,060 819 877 3,673 6,429
1997 Data U/A Due to Corrupt Database
1998 353 141 304 1,576 2,374
1999 1,133 660 1,434 4,783 8,010
2000 1,249 825 1,255 4,499 7,828
2001 1,081 641 1,233 4,278 7,233
2002 592 457 925 4,116 6,090
2003 297 213 341 4,890 97 5,838
2004 336 224 309 2,624 66 3,579
2005 1,157 729 2,926 4,471 137 9,420
2006 1,403 780 1,632 9,755 28 13,598
2007 904 586 1,138 7,768 100 10,496
5-yr. Avg 757 481 1,227 5171 86 8,586
10-yr. Avg 815 512 1,119 4,718 43 7,209
2008 347 167 422 7,615 32 8,583

*2003 is the first year that Supply has been counted as a separate category. Previously, many
items now considered supplies were counted as equipment (radios, etc)



Distinct Aircraft Requests Processed

(by Resource Type and Agency Initiating Request)

2008
Resource Type BIA | BLM | USFS | NDF | NPS | WBC | OTH || TOTAL
Air Attack 0 14 24 0 0 2 4 44
Aerial Supervision Module 0 2 7 0 0 0 3 12
Lead Plane 3 8 32 0 1 0 8 52
Airtanker, Type 1 or 2 0 27 42 0 0 13 7 89
Airtanker, Type 3 or 4 0 12 9 2 0 0 2 25
Airtanker, Any Type 0 0 7 0 0 0 2 9
Smokejumper Aircraft 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 4
IA Load, Smokejumper 0 6 8 0 0 0 2 16
Helicopter, Type 1 0 1 12 0 1 3 3 20
Helicopter, Type 2 0 8 11 0 0 0 1 20
Helicopter, Type 3 2 8 19 1 1 1 0 32
Frequency 0 4 14 0 0 0 2 20
Fixed Wind - Infrared 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2
Temporary Flight Restriction 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 4
Totals 5 93 189 3 3 22 32 347
*"OTH" includes Other States, Counties, Other Federal, Centers and GACCs.
Aircraft Requests Processed
by Kind of Resource
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Distinct Crew Requests Processed

By Type
2008
Filled in Brought | Sent Out UTF** Total
Type NV Into NV of NV Cancel
Type 1* 11 30 18 29 88
Type 1 or 21A 0 2 2
Type 1 or 2 Any 0 4 6
Type 2 IA* 3 10 7 28
Type 2 1A or2 0 0 0 0
Type 2 * 8 23 2 35
Camp 4 0 5 0 9
Type Any 1 1 6
Totals 27 45 57 45 174

*Total does not include the overhead (roster) associated with the requests.

Sent out of
NV




Distinct Equipment Requests Processed
(by Resource Type)
2008
Filled In Brought Sent Out | UTF***

NV Into NV of NV Cancel Total
Resource Type
Dozers 0 1 11 9 21
Engines 28 29 95 71 221
Water Tenders 2 8 13 16 39
Transportation* 2 4 16 4 26
Trailers 1 0 0 0 1
Mobile Food Service 0 2 0 2 4
Shower Units 0 1 0 1 2
Miscellaneous Equipment** 3 50 11 53 117
Totals 36 95 146 154 431

* Transportation category includes: Bus, Coach, Crew Bus, Lowboy, Pickup, Stakeside, SUV and Rental Car.

** Miscellaneous Equipment category includes: Radio Kits, Sat Phones, Other Trucks (Fuel, Grey Water, Mechanic, Refer,
Crash Rescue, etc), Handwash, Palm IR.

**% Includes requests UTF’d from NICC and other GACC’s.

Total does not include overhead associated with these requests.

Percentage of Contract Equipment Used

Resource NVin NV | Into NV Sent Out Overall
Buses 0 0 152% 152%
Engines 2% 0 129% 131%
Mobile Food Service 0 1% 0 1%
Water Tenders 0 0 97% 97%




Overhead* Requests Processed
by Incident Type

2008
Sent
Filled || Brought | Outof | UTF**
InNV | Into NV NV Cancel | Totals
Incident Type

Wildfire 75 137 454 2006 2672
Prescribed 2 50 97 62 211
Preparedness 10 48 73 155 286
Other Support 0 106 34 166 306
Law Enforcement 0 4 1 6 11
Wildland Fire Use 47 200 20 221 488
Hurricane/Typhoon 0 0 3 6 9
Thunderstorms/Tornado/Wind 0 0 2
Earthquake 4 0 0 0 4
Program Support 13 0 0 0 13
Training - Proficiency 1 0 0 0 1
Accident — Aircraft 0 0 2 1 3
Fire — Other 0 0 1 7 8
Flooding 0 0 0 1 1
Totals 152 545 685 2633 4015

*Does not include overhead associated with aircraft, crews or equipment.
** Includes NV requests that were UTF’d by NICC and other GACC'’s.




TOP 20 POSITIONS UNABLE TO FILL

1 | Division Group Supervisor DIVS 104
2 | Dozer Boss DOzB 103
3 | Field Observer FOBS 93
4 | Base Camp Manager BCMG 85
5 | Safety Officer, Type 2 SOF2 85
6 | Radio Operator RADO 84
7 | Security Specialist, Level 2 SEC2 77
8 | Task Force Leader TFLD 74
9 | Safety Officer, Line SOFR 73
10 | Strike Team Leader, Crew STCR 70
11 | Strike Team Leader, Engine STEN 69
12 | Security Specialist, Level 1 SEC1 64
13 | Equipment Manager EQPM 61
14 | Situation Unit Leader SITL 58
15 | Ordering Manager ORDM 57
16 | Receiving/ Distribution Manager RCDM 56
17 | Operations Branch Director OPBD 56
18 | Air Attack Group Supervisor ATGS 49
19 | Resource Unit Leader RESL 49
20 | Staging Area Manager STAM 49
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Wildland Fire Statistical Summary

APPENDIX A

Human Lightning Total Total
Unit/Agency - - .
Fires Acres Fires Acres Fires Acres

Eastern Nevada Agency (Elko Portion) 1 5 0 0 1 5
Western Nevada Agency (Winnemucca Portion) 1 0 0 0 1 0
Western Nevada Agency (Sierra Front Portion) 4 5 2 0 6 5
Eastern Nevada Agency (Ely Portion) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Duck Valley Tribe 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bureau of Indian Affairs/ Tribes 6 10 2 0 8 10
Elko Field Office 8 3,530 20 429 28 3,959
Winnemucca Field Office 19 9 10 2,382 29 2,391
Carson City Field Office 16 2,521 18 3,507 34 6,028
Ely Field Office 3 8 86 1,234 89 1,242
Las Vegas Field Office 41 269 16 33 57 302
Battle Mountain Field Office 8 7,287 17 630 25 7,917
Bureau of Land Management 95 13,624 167 8,215 262 21,839
Ash Meadows NWR 0 0 0 0 0 0
Desert NWR 0 0 4 50 4 50
Moapa Valley NWR 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pahranagat NWR 1 10 1 1 2 11
Ruby Lake NWR 0 0 1 0 1 0
Stillwater NWR 0 0 0 0 0 0
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1 10 6 51 7 61
Great Basin National Park 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lake Mead NRA 19 4 1 20 6
National Park Service 19 4 1 20 6
Private Lands under Elko Dispatch 0 2,228 0 104 0 2,332
Private Lands under Central Nevada Dispatch 9 61 1 515 10 576
Private Lands under Sierra Front Dispatch 17 1,627 2 0 19 1,627
Private Lands under Ely Dispatch 9 7 0 0 9 7
Private Lands under Las Vegas Dispatch 13 17 0 13 17
Private Lands 48 3,940 3 619 51 4,559
Northern Region 24 0 6 0 30 0
Western Region 2 6 2 20 4 26
Nevada Division of Forestry 26 6 8 20 34 26
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Elko Area) 1 2 3 44,648 44,650
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Winnemucca Area) 0 0 0 0 0
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Sierra Front & Central Area) 19 167 13 584 32 751
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Ely Area) 0 0 9 21 9 21
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Las Vegas Area) 13 6 12 1 25 7
U.S. Forest Service 33 175 37 45,254 70 45,429
Department of Defense (Nellis AFB) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Energy (Nevada Test Site)

Other Federal

Geographic Area Totals 228 17,769 224 54,161 452 71,930

*All statistics have not been verified against the official agency database.
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2008 Fuels Management Activity

APPENDIX B

Prescribed Fire Wildland Fire use
Unit/Agency Treatments Acres Fires Acres Total Totl
Fires Acres
Eastern Nevada Agency (Elko Portion) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Western Nevada Agency (Winnemucca Portion) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Western Nevada Agency (Sierra Front Portion) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Eastern Nevada Agency (Ely Portion) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Duck Valley Tribe 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bureau of Indian Affairs / Tribes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Elko Field Office 2 2,030 0 0 0 2,030
Winnemucca Field Office 1 0 0 0 1 0
Carson City Field Office 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ely Field Office 1 50 5 81 6 131
Las Vegas Field Office 0 0 0 0 0 0
Battle Mountain Field Office 2 2,030 0 0 2 2,030
Bureau of Land Management
Ash Meadows NWR 0 0 0 0
Desert NWR 0 0 0 0
Moapa Valley NWR 1 0 0 1
Pahranagat NWR 3 83 0 0 3 83
Ruby Lake NWR 1 1,600 0 0 1 1,600
Stillwater NWR 0 0 0 0 0 0
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Great Basin National Park 2 27 0 0 2 27
Lake Mead NRA 2 39 0 0 2 39
National Park Service
Private Lands under Elko Dispatch 0 0 0 0 0 0
Private Lands under Central Nevada Dispatch 0 0 0 0 0 0
Private Lands under Sierra Front Dispatch 0 0 0 0 0 0
Private Lands under Ely Dispatch 0 0 0 0 0 0
Private Lands under Las Vegas Dispatch 0 0 0 0 0 0
Private Lands
Northern Region 0 0 0 0 0 0
Western Region 0 0 0 0
Nevada Division of Forestry
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Elko Area) 1 1,100 1 9,901 11,001
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Winnemucca Area) 0 0 0 0
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Sierra Front & Central Area) 2,437 1 1 2,438
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Ely Area) 0 0 3 554 554
Humboldt-Toiyabe NF (Las Vegas Area) 0 0 8 2 2
U.S. Forest Service
Department of Defense (Nellis AFB) 0 0 0 0 0
Department of Energy (Nevada Test Site) 0 0 0 0
Other Federal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Geographic Area Totals 19 7,473 0 0 19 10,539

*All statistics have not been verified against the official agency database.
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APPENDIX C
Western Great Basin Large Fires (>300 Acres or IMT) 2008

State-Unit

Incident
Number

Incident
Name

County

Incident
Type

Start Date

1C Name

Team
Type

Latitude

Longitude

Size
(acres)

NV-NNS

NV-
NNS-
000316

Ruby

Elko

04/17/08

Lesbo

40.462778

115.312778

1100

NV-CCD

NV-
CCD-
0338

East Lake

Washoe

04/28/08

Britt

38.32

119.789167

962

NV-CCD

NV-
CCD-
0363

Como

Lyon

05/08/08

Britt

39.173056

119.483056

476

NV-LVD

NV-
LVD-
000006

Potosi

Clark

05/21/08

Phelps

35.998889

115.476667

125

NV-2HTF

NV-
2HTF-
000048

Elkhorn

Nye

06/14/08

Marfil

38.587778

116.6775

6,198

NV-BMD

Rocky Mtn.

Lander

06/30/08

Walker

40.006667

116.766389

393

NV-EKD

Gopher

Elko

07/09/08

Case

41.07

115.322222

341

NV-BMD

Callaghan

Lander

07/19/08

Vankomen

39.662778

117.017222

1100

NV-WID

Burn Canyon

Humboldt

07/21/08

Flinders

41.305833

117.433611

750

NV-WID

Box Springs

Humboldt

07/21/08

Pelugua

41.147778

117.435833

395

NV-BMD

Fluffy Flat

Eureka

07/25/08

Tibbets

40.073889

116.069722

185

NV-CCD

Gooseberry

Washoe

07/29/08

Britt

39.935

119.953056

3,042

NV-EKD

Little One

Elko

07/30/08

Delaney

41.358611

116.766389

1,000

NV-ELD

Jacob

Nye

08/06/08

Orr

37.705

115.211389

465

NV-EKD

NV-
EKD-
000862

Rock Creek

Elko/Lander

08/10/08

Torrealday

40.993889

116.655556

1,646

NV-3HTF

NV-
3HTF-
000920

Silver Creek

Mono

08/17/08

Easton

38.355

119.535833

680

NV-ELD

NV-
ELD-
000147

Fossil

Lincoln

08/18/08

Rowe

37.683333

115.183333

205

NV-HTF

NV-
1HTF-
000860

East Slide
Rock Ridge

Elko

08/10/08

Palma

41.78

115.327222

40,937

13




NV-

ELD-

NV-ELD 000152 Irish Lincoln 08/25/08 | Mizer 37.702778 115.323611 484
NV-
HTF-

NV-3HTF 001015 Burnside Alpine 08/31/08 | Flinders 38.758056 119.923056 216
NV-
EKD- Green

NV-EKD 111022 Monster Elko 09/16/08 | Walker 41.350278 116.728611 884
NV-
CCD-

NV-CCD 001113 Vinegar Washoe 09/19/08 | Powning 40.005278 119.868333 382
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APPENDIX D

2008 INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM ASSIGNMENTS IN NEVADA

INC_NUMBER INC_NAME
NV-2HTF-000048 Elkhorn 2
NV-BMD-000102 Callaghan
NV-3HTF-000920 Silver Creek
NV-3HTF-000920 Silver Creek

NV-HTF — 000860
NV-1HTF-000860
NV-1HTF-000860
NV-3HTF-001015

East Slide Rock Ridge
East Slide Rock Ridge
East Slide Rock Ridge
Burnside

TYPE

WF
WF
WF
WF
wu
WF
WF
WF

RES_NAME

TEAM - IMT - T3 - WB - MARFIL

TEAM - IMT - T3 - WB — EASTON

TEAM - IMT - T3 - WB - EASTON

TEAM - IMT - T2 - LONG - WB - WHALEN
TEAM — WFU — T2 - LONG - WB - SVALBERG
TEAM - IMT - T1 - LONG - RM - SUMMERFELT
TEAM — IMT - T3 - WB — MARFIL

TEAM - IMT - T3 - WB — FLINDERS

2008 INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM ASSIGNMENTS OUTSIDE OF NEVADA

INC_NUMBER INC_NAME

CA-SRF-001123
CA-SRF-001126

Hell’s Half Complex
Ukonom Complex

WY-BRF-000015 New York
ID-1FD-007026 Mitchell
CA-SHF-001041 Lime Complex
CA-INF-000728 Tioga
ID-STF-000294 South Barker
CA-SRF-001057 Blue
UT-NWS-000050 Spring Lake

UT-SES-008243 Porcupine Ranch

2008 BUYING TEAM ASSIGNMENTS
INC_NAME INC_NAME

NV-3HTF-000920
NV-1HTF-000860

Silver Creek
East Slide Rock Ridge

TYPE

WF
WF
WF
WF
WF
WF
wu
wu
WF
WF

TYPE

WF
wu

WF = WILDFIRE

RES_NAME

TEAM — IMT -T2 - LONG - WB - LUND
TEAM — IMT -T2 - LONG - WB - LUND
TEAM — IMT - T2 — LONG - WB - WHALEN
TEAM — IMT - T2 — LONG - WB - WHALEN
TEAM — IMT -T2 - LONG - WB - LUND
TEAM — IMT - T3 -WB - EASTON

TEAM — FUMT - T2 - WB — SVALBERG
TEAM — FUMT - T2 - WB — SVALBERG
TEAM — IMT — T2 - LONG - WILDE

TEAM — IMT — T2 - LONG - WILDE

RES_NAME

TEAM - BUYM -T2 - EA - THOMPSON
TEAM - BUYM -T2 - EA - THOMPSON

WU = WILDFIRE USE

15

DAYS

12

14
14

DAYS

15

14
16

19
14

DAYS
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For Smokejumper Action Summary 2008, please visit:
http://gacc.nifc.gov/wgbc/Smokejumpers/smkjstats.htm
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